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10 Year 
Anniversary 
Grand Gala

World 2 Do is proud to announce its 10-year 
anniversary! Join us for the largest hospitality 
gathering Silicon Valley has ever seen. Share an 
evening of complimentary:

 Live Music
 Comedy
 Theatre Performance
 Magic
 Gourmet cuisine from 5 area restaurants
 Wine
 Chocolate Fountains
 Margarita Machines
 Gifts
 Prizes and more

If you have never been to a World 2 Do party, it is 
unlike any other you’ll experience. Come celebrate 
with us.

What 2 Do™ has become the proven leader in 
Silicon Valley for over a decade and has become 
the #1 source for entertainment and 
accommodation information for Silicon Valley 
hotels, restaurants, nightlife and more.

What 2 Do and Where 2 Stay guides have set the 
standard for advertisers in Silicon Valley. We 
continue to look at What 2 Do to be at the forefront 
of the industry and look forward to another decade 
of sharing with you.

Tuesday August 18th, 5 to 8pm
Dave and Buster’s Grand Showroom
940 Great Mall Dr. Milpitas,CA 95035   
Please come and join us at Dave and Buster’s in Milpitas. 
The place with the million-dollar midway that is filled with 
the latest video games. But let me tell you now, the 
evening will be more than just video games. You will see 
a live ethnic dance and performances, a strolling opera 
singer. You will even hear improvisational comedy. View 
magic right before your eyes and experience circus art 
performances.

Are you a little thirsty? We will have a margarita machine 
pumping out margarita’s to help keep the celebration 
flowing. Oh yes, wine will also be served for you wine 
lovers. I also need to mention the Cocktail excitement 
that will available for your entertainment behind the bar.

Should I keep going? Yes I think I will. 
Food will be provide by five amazing restaurant from hear 
in the Bay Area. Come taste them all. 

Last thing that I should mention, maybe you should climb 
into the limo that will be parked in front of Dave and 
Busters and take a champagne ride. 

Can you make it?  It will not be the same with out you.

Please R.S.V.P. to: SVCAemail@yahoo.com
(By: August 15th)



Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

 A light rail connection terminating at San Jose 
Airport and not at the Hyatt Hotel on N.First Street

 A San Pedro Square that will provide a downtown, 
upscale alternative to Santana Row

 A BART expansion to San Jose
 A viable downtown retail store environment in 

addition to Zanotti’s and Safeway for current and 
future residents. 

 New ideas for use of the Santa Clara fairgrounds 
other than a multi-purpose replica of the HP 
Pavilion, Concert Hall or NASCAR racetrack. 

 Innovative use of the City Hall Dome-building. 
I would be interested in your thoughts on these items…..
Here are some new ideas for your portfolio of existing resources:

 D’Vine Jazz and Wine in Morgan Hill, a unique wine 
bar and purveyor of fine wines
Owned and operated by Ricardo and Linda Rivera, this 
nicely appointed and acoustically sophisticated wine 
bar offers not only an excellent selection of wines and 
culinary treats, but has also some of the Bay Area’s 
best jazz musicians performing there. 
(Ricardo, a well-known musician himself, knows how to 
attracts key Bay Area Jazz musicians to perform from 
Thursday through Sunday. Sunday’s “Gigs”  from 1:30 
– 4:30 are open (=Jam) sessions). DVine Jazz and 
Wine is located in Morgan Hill. For details go to: 
www.dvinejazzandwine.com or call: 409 779-7755

 Luggage Center Plus Outlet at 780 Coleman Ave. in 
San Jose, CA 95110, Tel.: (409) 204-4779
 Some years ago I had them replace a zipper on my 
favorite suitcase. It saved me from having to replace it 
and I still use it. Luggage Center Plus Outlet is the 
ultimate place for the sophisticated “Globetrotter”. They 
have an extensive selection of travel ware and, if you 
need a suitcase or other piece of luggage that meets 
the latest airline standards and has features that you 
always wanted – this is the place to go. The manager, 
Lafayette L. Porter III will consult with you and you will 
not be disappointed. 
The store is near the intersection of Rt.17 / 880 and 
Coleman, very close to San Jose Airport. Luggage 
Center Plus no longer repairs luggage. (following 
names/phone numbers of reliable repair shops in area:
Siefers Luggage Repair      (650) 566-9866
Cobbler’s Bench                 (408) 249-0439
Downers Luggage Repair   (408) 226-4720

                 Aram’s                           (408) 255-0252
 Clos LaChance Vineyards and Winery in San Martin 

The tasting room if open daily; there is live music on 
Thursdays and there are bocce courts. Clos LaChance 
wines are yet more proof that the South Bay can hold 
its own against Sonoma and Napa wines. You have 
probably seen vineyards where the vines have shiny foil 
strips attached to ward off grape-hungry birds? Not so 
at this vineyard. Clos LaChance has created a habitat 
for hummingbirds among its grape vines. These birds 
are fiercely territorial and fight off any would-be grape-
stealing other birds. No need for the customary owl 
replicas or aluminum strips. All grapes go into the 
crushers! 
Clos LaChance’s elegant building, facilities, and 
surroundings are often used for weddings and 
corporate events. Check it out. For details go to:
www.clos.com

This list is not meant to be comprehensive. World2Do, Discover Silicon 
Valley, and Google/Yahoo searches will provide more complete coverage.

Gus Holweger, gusholweger@comcast.net

Why San Jose is worth a visit – Let’s count the ways…..!

The fact that most of live in or near San Jose allows us take advantage 
of the many attractions, events, and diversions the city and surrounding  
area have to offer. It therefore behooves us to stay well informed so that 
we can provide tourists, business travelers and conventioneers, as well 
as friends and relatives with recommendations for the best that San 
Jose, Silicon Valley, and the Bay area have to offer. 
We as members of SVCA (Concierges, Tour Guides, Tour 
GuidePublishers (hard-  or soft  copy) or for that matter any member of 
the hospitality industry), and the Media -  are all boosters for the ‘Capital 
of Silicon Valley’. After reflecting on the many opportunities to promote 
San Jose, I have come up with two listings that you may find helpful or 
worth supporting:  

A checklist of attractions and resources for your resource 
portfolio (the list is in no particular order):

 Transportation: Light Rail (VTA), transit bus systems, 
and Cal Train plus a host of Tour-Bus and limousine 
companies such as Sal’s Airport and Limousine 
Service, Royal Coach Tours, West Valley Charter Lines, 
Mosaic Global Transportation Service etc. 

 Convention and Entertainment facilities: McEnery 
Convention Center, HP Pavilion, Civic Auditorium and, 
in Santa Clara, the Santa Clara Convention Center, 
Mexican Heritage Plaza, Club Auto Sport…

 Parks: Guadeloupe Park, Happy Hollow Park/Zoo, San 
James Park, Coyote Valley

 Universities: San Jose State and  Santa Clara 
universities, DeAnza  and Mission College

 Museums: Tech Museum of Innovation, San Jose 
Museum of Art, Children’s’ Discovery Museum, 
Museum of Quilts and Textiles, Intel Museum, the 
Computer Museum in Mtn. View, the Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum and Planetarium, the Hiller Aviation 
Museum in San Mateo…..

 Hotels and Restaurants: The best sources for 
information in these two categories are hard copy 
guides (Discover Silicon Valley Magazine,  World2Do,  
and the local press) or the internet. You may add the 
key properties to your portfolio. Wineries: No need to 
travel all the way to Sonoma or Napa Valley. The 
wineries in San Martin, Morgan Hill, Gilroy and the 
Santa Cruz Mountains offer the best for oenologists and 
novices. 

 Shopping is best at Santana Row and Valley Fair
Add to all this San Jose’s new City Hall, its new airport terminal and 
adjacent voluminous garage, the children’s Zoo at Kelly Park currently 
being expanded and renovated, and the Martin Luther King Library 
downtown….

This  is my  list of ideas, opportunities, and enhancements. 
They  are still in the talking stage, and have yet to be agreed upon 
by the powers to be. Any one of them will further widen the range 
of attractions/resources in the South Bay as I see it. Here is the list:   

 A renovated and expanded Convention Center in lieu of 
the makeshift addendum behind the original Convention 
Center.

 A Mexican Heritage Plaza with a clearly defined mission 
and aggressive marketing/promotion. 



  

POINTE OF DEPARTURE’ 
MAKES THEIR 
CALIFORNIA DEBUT 
BALLET COMPANY 
TO APPEAR IN 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, 
AUGUST 15TH

Pointe of Departure, a dramatic 
and magnetic ballet troupe from 
Ohio makes their California debut. 
Under the direction of Karen 
Gabay and Raymond Rodriguez, 
the company will present an eclectic 
repertoire of classical ballet that will leave you wanting more! 
Don’t miss the dance event of the summer!

WHEN: Saturday, August 15 at 8 pm. One Night ONLY!

WHERE: Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 
Castro Street (corner of Castro and Mercy streets) in downtown 
Mt. View

BOX OFFICE: Call 650-903-6000 or order tickets ON-LINE at 
http://www.mvcpa.com

There are lots happening in and around the gallery 
this week and through the rest of the summer. So, 
please scroll all the way to the end and check out 
all the fabulous events, openings and activities 
coming your way! 

It all starts this Friday, August 7th at 6pm 
with the Opening Reception of two new 
exhibitions at the ICA. 

Ice Floeis a solo exhibition featuring a large-scale, 
immersive sculptural installation, and multi-media 
prints and paintings by mid-career artist, Christel 
Dillbohner. Referencing the melting glaciers of the 
Arctic and Antarctic regions, Dillbohner's Ice Floe
presents a visual exploration of humanity's impact 
on the natural environment. On view in the Focus 
Gallery and Cardinale Project Room through 
September 20th.

San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art | 
560 South First Street | San Jose 95113

(408.283.8155)

29th Annual Italian Family Festa

Saturday, Aug 29 thru Aug 30 

Come to Downtown Willow Glen for the 29th annual 
Italian American Heritage Foundation's Italian Family 
Festa! The popular Italian Family Festa is the oldest and 
largest event of its kind on the West Coast, taking place 
Saturday, August 29, 11am-9pm and Sunday, August 30, 
11am-6pm.

The Festa has shared the full richness of being Italian 
with hundreds of thousands of patrons and has become a 
superb showcase in the folklore of glorious Italy, with its 
Italian Village atmosphere, food, costumes, art and photo 
exhibits, games, and musical entertainment.

Downtown Willow Glen
Lincoln Ave. and Willow St. 
San Jose
- Cost: Free



August is a very active month for Silicon Valley communities with 
numerous things to do like weekly concerts in the park and Art 
Festivals in local downtown communities. Examples of this are to 
remember to attend the San Jose Jazz Festival, August 7 – 9 and, 
the Santa Clara Street Dance on August 7.

Additionally, if you have not seen them yet, remember the 2009 
National Senior Olympic Games are visible across San Francisco 
bay region and is exciting to see, with a central point of Stanford 
University and Palo Alto. 

As a Concierge, I am stepping outside the box and assist these 
incoming visitors of what to do in our area, while volunteering with 
some of these activities.  They stop and ask as they pass me on the 
sidewalks ~ a great experience to share as a concierge and meet 
these people from across the USA and world.

My column will return in September.  Have a great California 
August!

“There is no place like home.”  From Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz
Donna West,  Lighthouse Tours

* * * * *
“This is San Jose Calling”

History San José and KCBS Radio 
Celebrate 100 Years of Radio 

Exhibition Opens at 
San José City Hall - August 10

In 1909 in downtown San José, ‘Doc’ Charles David Herrold and 
his students made broadcast history by utilizing ‘radiotelephony’ to 
speak into a microphone and air the first radio broadcast. Within a 
couple of years “This is San Jose Calling” became the first regularly 
scheduled music and news broadcasts. 

Beginning August 10, San José City Hall will become the gallery for 
This is San Jose Calling, an exhibition celebrating the 100 years of 
radio born in Silicon Valley. As part of the exhibition at San Jose 
City Hall, History San José is able to exhibit some artifacts from the 
Collection. As part of the Perham Collection of Early Electronics are 
items unseen since the 1980’s include a water-cooled microphone 
that was invented by Doc Herrold.

In 1921 Herrold received a license as KQW and in 1949 KQW 
became KCBS in San Francisco.  Since 1968 KCBS broadcasts All 
News Radio 740 AM and 106.9 FM (http://www.kcbs.com streaming 
live) and celebrates 100 years of news, information, and innovation 
as the world’s first broadcasting. Recently a plaque was dedicated
commemorating where it all began on the corner of First and San 
Fernando in San Jose, California in the Fairmont Plaza.

18th ANNUAL
GUGLIELMO HARVEST 

FESTIVAL 
and

"The Great Guglielmo Grape 
Stomp"

Saturday, August 22nd, 2009
2:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Get your tickets now to join the Guglielmo 
Family in celebrating the upcoming harvest!

All-inclusive tickets include a delicious "Santa 
Maria Steak" BBQ prepared by the Guglielmo 
Family and friends, complete with pasta con 
pesto, garlic bread, salad, dessert, and of course 
our award-winning wines.

Live Music by "SPICE"

Come play our unique games-of-skill like the
and with a chance to win redeemable in our Gift 
Shop. There will be numerous raffles and other 
fun events!

...and did we mention ?! Oh yes!! Your chance 
to make some wine the Old World way!!

Tickets:
$55 each
$45 each for Wine Group Members
(limit 2 tickets per member at GWG discount)
Tables of 10 can be reserved. 
Must be 21 or over to attend.

Call for 408 779-2145 or drop by our              
Tasting Room.                                                                
1480 East Main Ave. Morgan Hill, CA 95037



38th Annual 

Mountain View Art 
& Wine Festival 

Mountain View
California

When:   Sept. 12-13, 2009; 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
What:    One of America's top art festivals, more than 200,000 arts 
lovers gather in Silicon Valley's epicenter for this vibrant multicultural 
celebration featuring 650 artists and craft makers showing extraordinary 
handcrafted wares, live Motown, rhythm and blues, swing, rock 'n roll, jazz, 
soul, world-beat, Celtic folk, funk, disco, Latin jazz, rumba flamenco and 
party music, festive food and drink, premium wines, microbrews and 
margaritas, health and wellness displays, an organic and green products 
showcase, home and garden exhibits, and action-packed Kids' Park with 
Guitar Hero School of Rock Stage, entertainment, amusements and hands-
on art. Admission is free.
Where:    Castro St. (El Camino Real and Evelyn Ave) Mtn. View
Info:         650-968-8378/Web: www.miramarevents.com

THEATREWORKS PRESENTS 
REGIONAL PREMIERE

OF BITING BACKSTAGE 
COMEDY

“YELLOW FACE” 
August 26-September 20, 2009

By David Henry Hwang
Mountain View Center for the 

Performing Arts
500 Castro St. (at Mercy)

For information or to order tickets call
(650) 463-1960 or visit theatreworks.org

_______________________________________

ONE WEEK ONLY!
Monty Python’s 

SPAMALOT
launches BROADWAY SAN 

JOSE’s inaugural season
September 15 – 20, 2009

For tickets visit www.broadwaysanjose.com
or call (866) 395-2929



San Jose's Newest & Grooviest
Performing Arts Center

THE RETRO DOME
Located at 1694 Saratoga Ave

at Prospect Rd in San Jose

We can host up to 275 guests for a live performance or 350 for a film 
screening.  Book both theatres to accommodate your 600-person party, 

and we'll customize a holiday event just for you.
Contact us at (408) 404-7711 

www.TheRetroDome.com

Crudo Bar - Quattro Restaurant and Bar will be offering the "Crudo Bar". 
Guests have the option of hamachi, big eye tuna, and other fresh 
selections prepared to order by our chefs, putting an Italian twist on a 
Japanese art form. All dishes available at $4 each. Crudo is available at 
Quattro Bar every Thursday from 4pm-10pm.

Uncorked Fridays: Unwind at the end of a long week without breaking the 
bank at “Uncorked Fridays”  Beginning in March, diners are encouraged 
to enjoy their favorite wines from their personal cellar with dinner in the 
comfort of Quattro Restaurant.  All corkage fees will be waived and 
Quattro’s expert culinary team will assist with menu pairings.  Diners also 
have the option of purchasing wine from Quattro's extensive wine list at a 
50% discount at Uncorked Fridays. This offer is available every Friday 
excluding holiday weekends. 

Sunday Suppers: Gather the family together for a mouth-watering Italian 
meal at Quattro’s “Sunday Supper” Enjoy family-style  specialties suitable 
for the entire family, including Mama Cartumini’s Meatballs, Chef 
Alessandro’s famous family recipe.   The cost is $25 per person and 
children under the age of 18 cost the same as their age! This offers
available every Sunday excluding holiday weekends. 

Bring Your Own Wine Dinners: August 14 & Sep. 11
Each second Friday of the month, Quattro Restaurant will be having a 
special Uncorked Friday, inviting guests to a "Bring Your Own Wine" 
dinner. Executive Chef Alessandro Cartumini will be creating a special 
seasonal menu to be paired with a particular wine each monthly. On 
August 14th, bring your best Riesling - and on September 11th, bring your 
best Cabernet Sauvignon

2050 University, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 (650-566-1200)

Taste of Saratoga-
      Saturday, September 12th, 2009

 The Saratoga Chamber of Commerce presents the 2nd Annual Taste of 
Saratoga Art and Wine Festival, from noon to 8pm in the beautiful Downtown 
Saratoga on Big Basin Way. 

Saratoga Village’s main street, Big Basin Way, will become a pedestrian-only 
walkway between noon and 8 p.m. for visitors to sample wine and tasty treats, 
as well as shop at the artisan and craftspeople booths.

This year’s event will feature local Santa Cruz Mountain’s fine wines, gourmet 
foods from local restaurants, three stages of live music and entertainment, 
and a Green Zone.

Admission is free and open to the public. Wine glasses with ID bracelet are $5 
and wine tastes begin at $4 a glass. Free parking and shuttle are available at 
West Valley College, 14000 Fruitvale Avenue, Saratoga.



Santana Row presents its 5th Annual

FALL FASHION IN THE PARK
September 11-12, 2009

Four Fashion Shows Benefiting

 Bay Area Non-Profits
 TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Silicon Valley's most anticipated style event is back for its fifth year 
of fashion and philanthropy. Fall Fashion in the Park, Santana 
Row's annual showcase of the newest trends and freshest looks for 
fall, is set to take place Friday, September 11 and Saturday, 
September 12.  Four runway shows over the course of two days will 
each benefit one of four Bay Area non-profit organizations: Breathe 
California, Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley, Junior 
League of San Jose and San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Tickets for each show are $40 and include a runway fashion show, 
pre-show wine & hors d'oeuvre reception, a private shopping 
boutique and a post-show soiree. VIP tickets, which also include 
reserved front row seating, complimentary valet parking and 
champagne served to you right at your seat, are $60 per show.
Friday, September 11    
12 p.m. / show at 1 p.m. -- San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber of 
Commerce
6 p.m. / show at 7 p.m. -- Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley

Saturday, September 12           
2 p.m. / show at 3 p.m. -- Breathe California
6 p.m. / show at 7 p.m. -- Junior League of San Jose 
Tickets for Fall Fashion in the Park are available now at the 
Santana Row Concierge Center. Seating for the events is limited.
For more information, visit santanarow.com or call the Concierge 
Center at 408-551-4611.  

PRESS CONTACT: ** PLEASE NOTE NEW CONTACT INFORMATION.

Ed Kiley

415-826-0785 **
ed@edkiley.com **

August 22–30
Free Music Festival
www.symphonysiliconvalley.org
Bring a picnic and enjoy the music.

San Jose State
University Mall
Enter campus at 4th
and W. San Carlos
Sponsored by Target and
The Redevelopment Agency of San Jose.
Media Support

Saturday, August 22nd 
at 7:00pm
John Williams Film Scores
Sunday, August 23rd at 3:00pm

Target Family Concert
Tuesday, August 25th at 5:30pm

Cleo Laine In Concert
Saturday, August 29th at 7:00pm

Classical Mystery Tour
Sunday, August 30th at 3:00pm

Brass Band &
Ice Cream Social



Introducing Randy Zechman, Co-Founder and Partner in “World2Do ™”; 
Founder and CEO of “City Chocolate Fountains”; and Co-Founder and 
CEO in ”Clean Solar, Inc.”.  To many of you, Randy is by no means a 
‘New Face’, but rather a re-introduction of a ‘serial entrepreneur’ (that’s 
what a colleague called him in an article in March 2008). Many of you have 
witnessed Randy’s various re-incarnations and may have gotten to know 
him as a dynamic member of the Board of the Silicon Valley Concierge 
Association. 
Mori Mandis, President of SVCA, his fellow SVCA Board members, and his 
many friends in SVCA, the hospitality industry and the community wish to 
congratulate Randy Zechman as he celebrates the tenth (10th) anniversary 
of “World2Do ™”, the ‘In-room‘ guide found in over 22,000 hotel rooms 
throughout Silicon Valley. 

                    Randy Zechman  -   World2Do

Randy’s venture did not start, as Silicon Valley tradition has it, in a garage. 
Instead, when Randy moved from the Midwest to California in 1998 his 
landlord offered him a 50 percent stake in his business if he would launch 
a World2Do™ Guide concept (a phone-automated visitor information guide 
in which he had invested ) Randy pondered over this offer a couple of 
months and decided to accept it. The opportunity to forge relationships with 
the Silicon Valley hospitality industry (not just hotels but restaurants, 
entertainment venues, museums etc.) was just too tempting. His prior 
experience as General Manager for Macaroni Grill (he opened a half dozen 
with an average staff of 120 per restaurant) served him well. 
World2Do™ was, initially, a similar, hands-on experience. From 
establishing relationships with sponsors and advertisers to working on the 
format and layout of the guide, to initiating its printing and distribution, to 
partnering with hotels and analyzing feedback …… these were all parts of 
his workday then, and still are today. 

Will Randy rest on his laurels? The answer is: Definitely not.  He has since 
founded “City Chocolate Fountains”. The fountains are marketed through 
rental companies in 25 of the largest cities throughout North America and 

have sweetened guests’ palates at many a wedding 
reception and other celebrations.

The list continues………In 2007 Randy, always an astute 
observer of technology trends and the local and national 
economy, saw the beginning of the ‘green movement’. He 
and Jeff Ritchey, a friend of longstanding, created “Clean 
Solar, Inc.”, now one of the Bay’s leading solar installation 
companies. The ten-year, $3.4 billion dollar California Solar 
Initiative with the incentives it would offer to the company’s 
customers, was surely an additional motivating factor in 
forming the company. 

Should we be ‘green’ with envy (no pun intended) as Randy 
celebrates the 10th anniversary of World-2-Do™? Yes and 
No. Yes, because he is yet another Silicon Valley success 
story that shows that initiative, perseverance, and 
relationships have proven Randy right. No – to a certain 
extent – because the success did not fall into his lap, but is 
the result of  hard work and the belief that the rewards will 
be worth the sacrifices and efforts. 
Congratulations, Randy

Gus Holweger
Comments/suggestions: gusholweger@comcast.net

OVO IN SAN FRANCISCO
Opens November 27, 2009

Under the blue-and-yellow Grand Chapiteau 
(Big Top) at the AT&T Park 

(corner of Third St. and Terry A. Francois Blvd) 

OVO IN SAN JOSE
Opens February 4, 2009

Under the blue-and-yellow Grand Chapiteau 
(Big Top) at the Taylor Street Bridge 

(corner of Taylor Street & Highway 87).
TICKET INFORMATION

On line at www.cirquedusoleil.com



By: Stephanie Soong, Discover Silicon Valley Magazine

Shakespeare Santa Cruz: Flights of Fancy
What do fairytale romance, stark political drama and swashbuckling 
adventure have in common? They all come together at this year’s 
Shakespeare Santa Cruz festival, one of the city’s most beloved annual 
theater events. The festival, which runs through August 30, celebrates two 
of Shakespeare’s greatest works, as well as a contemporary play by 
Donald Margulies, offering attendees a chance to lose themselves in their 
imagination.

Since it’s August, it’s only fitting that the bewitching romantic comedy, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, should be included in the festival’s impressive 
lineup. The storyline follows the interactions between a group of four young 
lovers, a troupe of amateur actors, the Duke of Athens, the Queen of the 
Amazons and the fairy kingdom that rules an enchanted forest. Fraught 
with plot twists, cases of mistaken identity, trickery, mischief and a dash of 
magic, this classic will leave you spellbound.

Shakespeare’s theatrical mastery also shines through with his famous 
political tragedy, Julius Caesar, which relies on powerful language and 
sparse poetic metaphor. The play, which centers on the assassination of 
the great Roman emperor by his compatriots and the catastrophic series of 
events that follow, offers a rich glimpse into how the fragile fate of a nation 
can rest on men’s caprices.

Where: University of Santa Cruz
When: Various times
Info/Tickets: 831/459-2159; www.shakespearesantacruz.org

Open-Air Delights
The weather is warm and beautiful and the sun is shining in all its glory—
it’s hard to believe anyone would rather sit inside a restaurant instead of 
outside to dine. With so many areas on the Peninsula and in the South Bay 
with restaurants offering al fresco seating options, there’s no excuse for not 
enjoying your next lunch or dinner en plein air this summer.

SAN JOSE    Downtown San Jose offers several great options with 
appealing outdoor dining areas. Along South First Street, Bella Mia (58 S. 
First St., 408/280-1993) is a classic Italian restaurant set inside a large, 
historic building, with a charming, rustic-style outdoors area. Billy Berk’s (99 
S. First St.; 408/292-4300) offers New American cuisine in a convivial 
atmosphere with urbane outdoor seating. McCormick & Schmick’s (170 S. 
Market St.; 408/283-7200) also has a pleasantly spacious patio area where 
you can enjoy fresh seafood. The Loft Bar and Bistro (90 S. Second St.; 
408/291-0677) boasts a sophisticated outdoors space on the second floor 
with a cabana-like feel. The Grill on the Alley (172 S. Market St. at the 
Fairmont Hotel; 408/294-2244) is another great choice, with elegant 
dining in the front of the restaurant. Los Cubanos (22 N. Almaden 
Ave.; 408/279-0134) features a large, enclosed patio where patrons 
can enjoy hearty, home-style Cuban cuisine. 
Santana Row, the city’s European-style outdoor shopping center, also 
lends itself well to al fresco dining. Numerous options include: Sino (377 
Santana Row; 408/247-8880), a chic Chinese restaurant, which, in addition
to lounge-like outdoor seating, offers sidewalk dining as well; Straits (333 
Santana Row; 408/246-6320), where you can sample fine Singaporean 
cuisine; and El Jardin (368 Santana Row; 408/246-1744) where you can 
enjoy Mexican food and top-shelf tequilas under a huge California oak tree.

LOS GATOS/SARATOGA    Nestled near the Santa Cruz 
mountains, these two cities offer a relaxing pace and a quaint, 
small-town feel, making them ideal choices for al fresco dining as 
well. In Los Gatos, try Crimson (15466 Los Gatos Blvd.; 408/358-
0175), which serves eclectic California cuisine with seasonal 
outdoor seating; the Wine Cellar (50 University Ave.; 408/354-
4808), which offers steak, seafood, pasta and a fine wine list in a 
lovely, sun-shaded al fresco setting; Forbes Mill Steakhouse (206 
N. Santa Cruz Ave., 408/395-6434), which features fine Certified 
Angus Prime beef; and Steamer’s Grillhouse (31 University Ave.; 
408/395-2722), whose fresh seafood menu is served on a patio.

In Saratoga, after an afternoon of wine tasting and antique 
shopping, why not stop by Sent Sovi (14583 Big Basin Way; 
408/867-3110)? There, you can try stylish French-California fare in 
an intimate, flower-bedecked outdoor patio area. Also not to be 
missed is the romantic outdoor deck at Bella Saratoga (14503 Big 
Basin Way; 408/741-5115), located inside a quaint Victorian 
house.

THE PENINSULA   Downtown Palo Alto offers a wealth of 
options, too. With its picture-perfect, tree-lined streets and bustling 
activity, University Avenue is a good choice for outdoor dining; 
simply walk the avenue for an array of sidewalk seating choices. 
Just off University Avenue, Thaiphoon (543 Emerson St.; 650/323-
7700) serves Thai cuisine in a tropical-inspired outdoor dining 
area, complete with a Buddha fountain; Empire Tap Room (651 
Emerson St.; 650/321-3030) scores high on the romantic scale 
with a garden patio; while New Orleans-style Nola (535 Ramona 
St.; 650/328-2722) features lively central courtyard seating 
reminiscent of the French Quarter. Il Fornaio (520 Cowper St.; 
650/853-3888) has its elegant Piazza area, where diners can enjoy 
rustic Italian cuisine in a romantic setting.

Other Palo Alto destinations include Scott’s Seafood (1 Town & 
Country Village; 650/ 323-1555), which has an airy patio dining 
space where you can sample its freshly prepared, straight-from-
the-ocean seafood; and Max’s Opera Café (Stanford Shopping 
Center; 650/323-6297.

SANTA CRUZ AREA    Just a short drive further south will 
take you to the eclectic world of Santa Cruz, where free-spirited 
hippies, hang-ten surfers and high-rolling execs commingle. Top 
marks for an outdoor setting go to Ristorante Italiano (555 Soquel 
Ave., Santa Cruz; 831/458-2321), serving delicious Italian cuisine 
in a winsome patio with a colorful mural capturing an Italian street 
scene. Just south of Santa Cruz, the lushly landscaped grounds 
and romantic, creekside patios of Shadowbrook (1750 Wharf Rd., 
Capitola; 800/975-1511) create the perfect setting for enjoying a 
special occasion, while literally perched over the beach at 
Capitola, Paradise Beach Grille (215 Esplanade, Capitola; 
831/476-4900) features fresh California cuisine with an island flair.

HALF MOON BAY  Head to the coast where al fresco dining 
comes with beautiful ocean views and a laid-back atmosphere. At 
Sam’s Chowder House (4210 N. Cabrillo Hwy.; 650/712-0245), 
you can take in gorgeous views of the ocean while sitting by a 
warm fireplace. Its Italia (401 Main St.; 650/726-4444) features a 
gorgeous outdoor fireplace courtyard where you can feast on 
gourmet pizza, house pastas and more. Overlooking Princeton 
Harbor, the Half Moon Bay Brewing Co. (390 Capistrano Rd., 
650/728-2739) serves American food and on-site brews in a 
casual outdoor area with firepits. Also at the harbor with ocean 
views, Crab Landing (260 Capistrano Rd.; 650/712-1288) offers  
patio seating where you can sample delightfully fresh seafood. 
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