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Hold your next meeting in a very, very 
unique place!

The world famous, historical Winchester 
Mystery House was recently featured on
ABC’s Good Morning America! 

This is the beautiful but bizarre mansion that 
Sarah Pardee Winchester built with the 
incredible fortune she inherited from her 
husband, William Wirt Winchester, the 2nd 
president of the Winchester Repeating Arms 
Co. The Winchester Repeating Rifle was “the 
gun that won the west”. She believed that the 
spirits of all of those killed by the Winchester 
Rifle were directing the design of the mansion. 
It grew to over 160 rooms and was built over a 
38-year period. Carpenters worked 24 hours a 
day to satisfy her need to appease the spirits. It 
must be seen to be believed!
• Plan an off campus meeting in our 
Winchester Room. It seats 65 people and A/V 
equipment rental is available. A lunch and tour 
can be arranged for a break during the day. 
The room is available by reservation for 
meetings from 8am-5pm. Call for our very 
reasonable rates!
• Photo Scavenger Hunts are great for friendly 
team building competition. We provide the 
guided tour, camera, film and presentation 
material. After the guided tour, each team 
presents their findings to determine a winner. 
Call for pricing information.

• To make your group reservation call 408-
247-2000 and ask for Group Sales.

San Francisco Trade Tasting

Tuesday, January 27, 2009
1-4 pm

Trade only, Reservations Required
Farallon Restaurant

(between Mason and Powell)
San Francisco

The Santa Cruz Mountains
Winegrowers Association

is hosting its 2009 trade tasting.
Reserve your chance to taste the world-class wines from

America's Premier Mountain Appellation
Call 831/685-8463 or go to www.scmwa.com/trade.htm to Reserve!

Shannon Flynn
Operations Manager/Wine Club Manager
Santa Cruz Mountains Winegrowers Association 
shannon@scmwa.com
www.SCMWA.com



Holiday Joy from 
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

The First of the First Festivals 
First Annual Virtual Festival on New Year’s Day To 
Celebrate Valley of Firsts

 New Year’s Day is always the first day of the rest of our lives, replete 
with reveries, reminiscence, revelations and resolutions. This year the 
people of San José and Silicon Valley have an opportunity to celebrate
the history-making achievements that have occurred here in the Santa 
Clara Valley.

The First Fest website, slated to launch on November 29, is an open 
invitation to the public to log on and submit their ‘firsts.’  A distinguished 
panel will judge the entries in five categories: personal, business & 
technology, sports, arts & culture, and historical.  Winners will be 
selected and announced on New Year’s Day on the website, the “first 
among firsts”.

That is when the world is invited to join in again -- a virtual online 
"pajama party" on New Year's morning starting at 10:00AMVit -- when 
the public can view the firsts, post their comments, engage in online 
chats and vote for which of the ‘firsts’ they consider most significant, and 
select the people's choice. All the results will remain up on the Web site 
for the ensuing year for worldwide inspection and comment. 

“This region has led the world in so many areas and has produced so 
many innovations,” said Connie Martinez, Managing Director and CEO 
of 1stACT Silicon Valley. “The First Fest is our opportunity to take a 
moment celebrate Silicon Valley as the Valley of Firsts.” 

Winners will receive a VIP, “first course” cocktail reception held for only 
the winners, judges, and First Fest founders on the terrace of The 88, 
one of the first new luxury high-rise condominiums in Downtown San 
Jose. 

Some examples of firsts:
∑ In 1965, the Grateful Dead’s first official performance as the Grateful 
Dead occurred in a Downtown San Jose home.
∑ Dr. James Madison Dawson, his wife Eloise Jones Dawson, and their 
son, Thomas Dawson are credited with the first successful commercial 
canning operation in Santa Clara Valley in 1871. 
∑ Norman Y. Mineta was the first Asian Pacific American Mayor of a 
major US City from 1971-1974. 

The event committee is made up of leaders of History San José, Team 
San José, 1stACT Silicon Valley, and the San José Silicon/Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The First Festival website will launch November 29, 2008 and 
the ‘online exhibit’ will be open and accessible 24 hours a day for one 
year, until the Second First Festival occurs. Visit www.firstfest.org
for more information and to submit your nomination.

ARTS CORNER, by Susannah Greenwood of

Ever feel like the Holiday traditions need a bit of an update? 
Well here are a few decidedly un-holiday events that will give 

the season a different twist!

Striking 12 is an urban fable set in the waning hours of a dreary 
year in the life of a character called the “Man Who’s Had 
Enough.” Of what you ask? The oppressive cheer of the holidays 
for starters. Performed by the indie pop-rock trio Groovelily at 
the Little Fox Theatre in Redwood City, Gene Lewin on drums, 
Brendan Milburn on keyboards, and Valerie Vigoda on electric 
violin will let you experience a very different holiday production! 
December 15th only! For more info call 650-FOX-4119.                            

                            

Kepler’s Bookstore in Menlo Park holds many free author 
events each month, but none are perhaps more un-holiday like 
Jayne Anne Phillips’ Lark and Termite. This rich, wonderfully 
alive novel from one of our most admired and best-loved writers 
is set during the 1950s in West Virginia and Korea. It’s a story of 
the power of loss and love, the echoing ramifications of war, 
family secrets, dreams and ghosts, and the unseen, almost 
magical bonds that unite and sustain us. Jayne is there only 
January 14th. For more info call 650-324-4321.

                        

The Smith Center at Ohlone College in Fremont has just the 
thing for those looking for something different. The Plumed 
Serpent is a 3D installation by artist David Tomb featuring large 
mixed media ornithological works, which are complimented by 
plants and sound also designed by the David. This gallery wide 
installation is inspired by Tomb’s birding trips to Mexico and 
research from the California Academy of Sciences. Check it out 
now through January 31st. For more info call 510-659-6031.

                        



San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art
Exhibitions and Programs:

December 2008 - March 2009

Manuel Neri: The Figure in Relief

Main Gallery - November 8, 2008 – January 17, 2009

Internationally acclaimed sculptor's 25-year retrospective in exclusive Bay 
Area presentation.  This comprehensive show includes work from the past 
25 years that focuses on Neri's use of the fragmentary and partial figure, 
featuring a collection of figurative relief sculptures, maquettes and works 
on paper. 

Chris Dorosz: The Painted Room

Focus Gallery November 8, 2008 – January 10, 2009

Playing with the physicality of paint and the pixilation of digital imagery, 
Dorosz’ life-size installation of a living room is made of dots of paint 
suspended on hanging wire.

Lewis deSoto: Before After

Main Gallery, Focus Gallery and Cardinale Project Room

February 1 – March 28, 2009The first comprehensive solo retrospective of 
San Francisco-based artist, Lewis deSoto.  This large-scale survey of work 
includes works on paper, photography, sculpture and sound pieces. 

Opening Reception: February 6, 6:00 – 8:00 PM. On view for one-night 
only, the artist’s counterfeit, custom-built DeSoto automobile, parked 
outside the ICA.

Talking Art Discussion Series

A series of salon-style discussions about art. These gatherings are 
intended to demystify the art world and provide for a meaningful exchange 
of ideas while surrounded by the changing exhibitions at the San Jose ICA. 
Free for ICA members, $5 for non-members

Thursday, March 12, 2009
7:00–9:00pm @ ICA
Lewis deSoto: In conjunction with his solo exhibition, conceptual artist
deSoto will discuss the exhibition in the context of his larger body of work.

Contact:
Maureen Cappon-Javey
Maureen@sjica.org
Tel: 408-283-8155
San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art
560 South First Street San Jose, CA 95113 tel (408) 283-8155 

It is that time of year to remember...

SVCA Membership Dues
Beginning 2009

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com



Top 5 Free Things to See & Do!
On a budget? Look no further for FREE (and fun) 

things to see and do in Santa Clara.

 Triton Museum of Art
Thirteen local artists display their works using a variety of 
media and styles to articulate ideas, techniques and 
philosophies. Through 
February 15.

 de Saisset Art Museum
American, European, African, and Oriental art, plus a 
California History Collection displaying artifacts of the pre-
mission California Indians.

 Intel Museum
Visit the museum's five new exhibits, including "Global Intel."

 Mission Santa Clara de Asis
The historic mission is on the picturesque campus of Santa 
Clara University. 

 Stroll into the Past
A self-guided tour of Santa Clara history.

21st ANNUAL SUNDAY JAZZ SERIES
Presented by San Jose Jazz

Jan.18 to March 22, 2009

A premiere line-up of jazz celebrities and 
the unique cachet of a historic theatre

Featured artists include David Sanchez, The Amina Figarova Sextet, 
Jeff Lorber, Claudia Villela, Jesus Diaz, John Calloway, John Santos, 

Kim Nalley, Wayne Wallace, John Worley, and more.

Kim Nalley
Sunday, January 18, 2009

Latin Jazz All Stars
Sunday, January 25, 2009

No show on Sunday February 1st.

San Jose Jazz Youth Ensembles
Sunday, February 8, 2009

Jeff Lorber and the West Valley Jazz Orchestra
Sunday, February 15, 2009

Claudia Villela
Sunday, February 22, 2009

The Amina Figarova Sextet
Sunday, March 1, 2009
David Sánchez
Sunday, March 8, 2009

Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool Revisited
Wayne Wallace and John Worley, co-leaders 
Sunday, March 15, 2009

2nd Annual Silicon Valley Composers Showcase
Sunday, March 22, 2009
Calling all local composers! Here is a chance to get your music heard. 
As the final concert of the 2009 Sunday Jazz Series, the Touch of Brass 
big band will play compositions by local composers. Here is how to get 
your music heard. Submit no more than two compositions that have 
been written in the last 2 years to the attention of Geoff Roach at the 
San Jose Jazz offices. Any questions about the competition please call 
or email Geoff at 408-288-7557 x2332 or geoffr@sanjosejazz.org



Yes, there is snow, ice-skating, and holiday lights as Silicon Valley 
transitions to a festive Holiday land in December!  Enjoy! 

December has many holiday attractions to keep everyone active.  
Remember to save some time to wander through downtown San Jose 
and visit Plaza de Cesar Chavez with the holiday charm of Christmas in 
the Park and the ice skating rink arranged entirely by volunteers every 
year. 

Or, perhaps visit Fantasy of Lights in Vasona Park near Los Gatos.  
Even Gilroy Gardens is open on weekend evenings in December with a 
dynamic schedule of activities for families to visit. 

All Aboard! On the Niles Canyon Railway ~ Holiday Train of Lights

One unusual attraction open to everyone to enjoy this year is the Niles 
Canyon Railway Train of Lights.  This is where one is able to 
“experience the magic of a brightly decorated holiday train”.  This holiday 
train ride is a 75 minute round trip through Niles Canyon from Fremont to 
Sunol (also departs from Sunol).  Yes, tickets are still available. 

Trains depart from Fremont at evening times of 4:15 and 6:45, 
Wednesday through Sunday every week in December.  Admission is 
$25 per person and is a fundraising event by the Pacific Locomotive 
Association to benefit Niles Canyon Railway projects throughout the 
year. 

Schedules and more information may be found at 
http://www.ncry.org/tol_08.htm .  

As a meeting/event planner, if you are in search of a 
unique place for an association or company party this 
year, why not charter a train car or the whole train?  Call 
Niles Canyon Railway and ask about reservations with 
the Caboose, Private Car, or the elite Holiday Club 
Lounge for this special and unique way to celebrate this 
season. 

Niles Canyon Railway
(925) 862-9063
http://www.ncry.org/tol_08.htm

Happy Holidays & a wish for a wonderful New Year 
2009!   
Remember, when traveling local or afar, always turn the 
corner and discover the new path!  The Funguru – Donna 
W

Donna West
Lighthouse Tours 
(408) 244-7325

Skip the mall lines and have a brunch with 
Santa! While the kids have their photo 

taken, enjoy free flowing champagne and 
the unforgettable views of the San 

Francisco Bay.
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Take your time to stroll down the sidewalks, making sure 
to explore the side streets, which provide many more 
shopping options. Also don’t miss the shops (along with 
charm and parking convenience) of Town and Country 
Village, just southwest of University Avenue.

If you happen to be in town on any Thursday in December 
(except Christmas Day), stick around from 6-8pm for 
downtown festivities and live entertainment such as 
carolers and choral groups.

MENLO PARK: Santa Cruz Avenue
If Palo Alto’s University Avenue is the cosmopolitan 
shopping destination, then Menlo Park’s Santa Cruz 
Avenue is its more relaxed, laid-back cousin. Don’t expect 
big-name chain stores here, however; the area is chock 
full of quaint clothing boutiques, shoe stores, galleries, 
bookstores and other small businesses.

Make a day of your holiday shopping trip and meander 
down the quiet streets, perhaps chatting with storeowners 
about gift ideas along the way. And just when you think 
you’ve covered everything, you’ll turn onto a side street 
and discover new shops you missed the first time around.  
For more options yet, head just south of downtown to 
Allied Arts Guild, where artist studios and unique stores 
offer an array of one-of-a-kind items, from apparel and 
jewelry to ceramics.  

To get even more into the holiday spirit, enjoy live caroling 
the first three weekends in December and bring the kiddies 
to see Santa on December 6 when he rolls into town on 
the Cal Train Holiday train, adorned with more than 40,000 
lights. The event starts at 6:30pm at the Menlo Park Train 
Station at 1100 Merrill St.

DOWNTOWN BURLINGAME
Just a few minutes south of San Francisco International 
Airport, tucked away across Highway 101 from the busy 
Bayshore hotels, the Burlingame Avenue district offers 
some of the area’s best shopping opportunities in an 
appealing milieu of relaxing suburban charm.

One of the nation’s most affluent communities, 
Burlingame’s pedestrian-friendly downtown is known for its 
classy jewelry stores, boutiques and galleries, while brand-
name stores such as Gap, Banana Republic, Pottery Barn 
and Abercrombie and Fitch bring a national panache to the 
mix. Myriad restaurants and cafes invite you to take and 
break and refuel.

ON THE COAST: Santa Cruz
Make a mini-vacation of your shopping spree and head for 
the coast. Less than an hour southwest of San Jose, 
Santa Cruz offers perhaps the most widely varied 
shopping options. Stroll the downtown Pacific Avenue area 
for unique finds—from global wares to organic wear, with 
art glass, fine jewelry and cutting-edge fashions thrown in 
the mix.

 Just a few minutes south, the waterfront village of 
Capitola packs a bounty of colorful small shops with 
character in just a few blocks. When hunger kicks in, 
you’re never more than a few steps away from a delicious 
bite.
--Stephanie  Soong
Discover Silicon Valley Magazine

Ringing Up the Holidays

By: The Discover Silicon Valley magazine team

The phrase “shop til you drop” surely must have been coined during the height of 
the holiday shopping season. Between battling other shoppers for parking spots, 
standing in long checkout lines with armfuls of items, flitting from store to store to 
find the gift for that hard-to-please person and lugging heavy shopping bags 
around, holiday shopping has become something of an exhausting chore for most 
people.

But thanks to a wealth of charming destinations in the South Bay and on the San 
Francisco Peninsula*, you can actually spend a leisurely and, dare we say it, 
enjoyable day of shopping. Not only do you get to browse for one-of-a-kind gifts in 
a relaxing environment, but you can also take time out to refuel at a cafe or 
restaurant and perhaps enjoy some live entertainment.

Making your list and checking it twice can be fun after all.

SAN JOSE: Santana Row
Reminiscent of a quaint Parisian-style boulevard complete with elegant fountains, 
flower baskets hanging from street lamps and café tables lining the sidewalks, 
Santana Row is worlds away from your typical outdoor shopping center. The 
directory may boast posh brand names like Gucci, Burberry, Salvatore Ferragamo, 
Cole Haan, Diesel and Anthropologie, but you’ll also find small, locally owned 
boutiques and specialty stores in the mix.

After all that shopping, you’ll want to stop for a bite to eat. The choices are 
abundant—from Mediterranean and Mexican to Cajun and Asian. An added bonus: 
Take advantage of Santana Row’s “Out to Lunch” promotion, where you can enjoy 
a two-course lunch at participating restaurants for $14.95, then bring your receipt to 
the concierge to get a pair of free tickets to the San Jose Rep’s production of 
“Around the World in 80 Days.”

As evening falls, the Row’s enormous Christmas tree lights up with more than 
500,000 lights, adding extra sparkle to your shopping adventure.

LOS GATOS: Santa Cruz Avenue
Tucked into the foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains, Los Gatos is known for its 
lively and appealing shopping mix. 

Packaged in a relaxing setting—centered on a few blocks along Santa Cruz and 
University Avenues—downtown Los Gatos exudes small town charm with an urban 
flair.  It’s a pleasant marriage between the old and the new: the old being the many 
long-established local boutiques and stores that run the gamut from Native 
American crafts to high-end couture, and the new represented by national chains 
such as Banana Republic, Gap, Borders and Sur La Table.

For a break, there are many wonderful dining choices. Or head to the Town Plaza 
at the corner of E. Main Street and Santa Cruz Avenue to enjoy the sight of the 
beautiful Christmas tree. You can even take a holiday horse-drawn carriage ride 
through downtown, or bring the kids to see Santa in Town Plaza Park from 11-3 on 
the three Sundays leading up to Christmas.

PALO ALTO: University Avenue

Despite its scholarly-sounding name, downtown University Avenue is the go-to 
place for fun shopping and dining options for Palo Alto residents. The mile-long 
downtown thoroughfare gives off a sophisticated vibe, with tree-lined streets, 
wrought-iron benches, and a classy, old-fashioned movie revival house. Despite its 
old-school charm, University Avenue’s stores, boutiques and restaurants are 
decidedly modern, with chains like the Apple store, American Apparel and 
Restoration Hardware, in addition to family-owned boutiques. There’s something for 
everyone on your shopping list, from lingerie and the hottest fashions to spa gift 
certificates, books and the latest in tech gadgetry.



The Holiday Season is here. San Jose, Silicon Valley and the South Bay 
offer a wonderful array of events for you, your family, and of course, for 
your out-of-town guests. I am highlighting some of those events for your 
resource file. Most of them take place outdoors and, this being the season 
of lights and festive decorations, are particularly enjoyable for children of all 
ages, but equally so for adults. 

 Christmas in the Park
It’s become a tradition at Caesar Chavez Park on South Market 
Street in front of the Fairmont San Jose. From November 28 until 
January 1, 2009 you can enjoy hundreds of decorated trees, sixty 
animated displays in a winter wonderland. There is nightly 
entertainment by local schools and groups and seasonal culinary 
delights. Make sure you visit the North Pole information booth at 
the Center of Caesar Chavez Park and don’t miss Santa Claus 
who is there to greet the children. 

 Ice Skating at the Circle of Palms
From November 14 until January 11, 2009 San Jose offers yet 
another reason to visit downtown: Ice Skating for experts and 
beginners.  The Downtown Ice is located adjacent to Christmas 
in the Park at the Circle of Palms, 170 S. Market Street. It is 
usually open from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. weeknights; noon to midnight 
on weekends; with special holiday hours. Call (408) 279-1775 for 
details. 

 Ballet San Jose
A perennial favorite is the Nutcracker, produced by Dennis Nahat 
with music by Tchaikovsky. This is a sparkling, fun and elegant 
production you don’t want to miss. It will take place from 
December 11 to 28, 2008 at the San Jose Center for the 
Performing Arts. An opening night celebration and fundraiser will 
take place on December 11 from 5 – 7 p.m. at the Sainte Claire 
Hotel. For details: www.balletsanjose.org or call (408) 288-2800

 Santana Row
I suppose that – despite the current economic crisis - we will not 
forgo gift shopping for family and friends, albeit may be on a 
smaller scale. The shops and boutiques at Santana row will be 
happy to assist you with your holiday shopping. You may also 
want to consult with the Santana Row Concierge, 
located now at 377 Santana Row in the Via of Santana Heights 
between Left Bank Brasserie and Sino, inside the parking 
garage. Details:  www.concierge@santanarow.com

 Fantasy of Lights at Vasona Lake County Park
You can either drive through this fantasy-land with 
your guests or family or you may board the Billy 
Jones Wildcat Railroad to see the lighted 
vegetation with its multitude of animated displays 
and an ‘in-the-park’ musical simulcast. It’s a 1-½ 
mile ride you will remember. For details: 
www.fantasyoflights.com . The park is 
open through January 1, 2009 from 7 – 9 p.m. 
each night. For Billy Jones Wildcat 
RR information call (408) 395-7433

 Monterey Path of History
Every year at Christmas time, the owners of the 
Adobe homes in the vicinity of the Custom House 
Plaza open their homes for Walking Tour 
participants. Visitors may view those homes and 
may even be treated to cookies and hot-spiced 
cider. 
Admission to the houses is free. Call (831) 649-
7118 for current schedules. 

The Walking Tours – of Old Monterey begin at the Pacific 
House Museum, last approximately 45 minutes and are 

held on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and holiday 
Mondays at 10:30 a.m.

Finally, SVCA’s President, Mori Mandis plans to re-
introduce ‘New Faces’ a brief bio of new members of SVCA 
and other notables in my column. So, be on the lookout for 
this feature in future issues of VAM!

Wishing you a most 
Enjoyable and Happy 

Holiday Season!

GUS HOLWEGER  gusholweger@comcast.net                                  



Holiday Cheer in Downtown San Jose

With the holidays fast approaching, it’s all too easy to get caught up in 
the madness of gift shopping, planning big dinners and coordinating 
office parties.

For a break that will get you in the true holiday spirit, head for 
downtown San Jose, where there are plenty of ways to celebrate the 
season--from festive lights and decorations that make the heart of the 
city sparkle to the beautiful holiday-themed attractions. 

The magic of the holidays comes to life at Christmas in the Park (thru 
Jan 1). A venerable city tradition, this attraction features more than 60 
animated displays, a vibrant holiday village, scores of decorated trees 
and a veritable galaxy of twinkling lights. Santa will also be on hand to 
entertain the kiddies. 

Nearby, the annual Winter Wonderland (thru Jan 1) is another good 
bet. There, you’ll find a six-story Ferris wheel, carousel and other 
amusement rides; a European-style craft market; holiday street 
performers; glass-blowing demonstrations; and an international 
dessert café offering toothsome delights. 

Those aspiring to be the next Rudy Galindo or Kristi Yamaguchi can 
strap on their skates and head to Downtown Ice (thru Jan 4), a major 
San Jose attraction for the past 13 years. Located across the street 
from Christmas in the Park in the Circle of Palms, it’s the South Bay’s 
largest seasonal outdoor skating rink at 8,100 square feet. 

And if you're looking for a unique shopping experience in San 
Jose,then the Farmers Market and Holiday Craft Fair (Fridays thru 
Dec 19) is just the ticket. Held every Friday in San Pedro Square, this 
open-air market features fresh product, gourmet foodstuffs and 
unique gifts by local artists and craftspeople. 

More information:

Christmas in the Park: Plaza de Cesar Chavez; 408/995-NOEL. 
Hours: open daily, 9-midnight.

Winter Wonderland: Paseo de San Antonio, between Market and 
Third Sts.; 408/286-1313. Hours: thru Dec 13: Mon-Thurs 3-10; Fri-
Sat, 11-11 (except on Dec 2, 10-11). Dec 14: 12-11. Dec 15-Jan 1: 
daily, 11-11.

Downtown Ice: 120 S. Market St.; 408/279-1775. Hours: thru Dec 18: 
Sat, 12-12am; Sun, 12-10; Mon-Thurs, 5-10; Fri, 5-12am. From Dec 
19-Jan 3: Daily, 12-12am, except Dec 25, 2-12am, and Jan 1, 12-10. 
From Jan 4-11: Mon-Thurs: 5-10; Fri, 5pm-12am; Sat, 12-12am; 
Sun,12-10.

Farmers Market & Holiday Craft Fair: San Pedro Square, San Pedro 
and Santa Clara Sts.; 408/279-1775. Hours: 10-2. 

In Rare Form: Sundance The Steakhouse

Walking into Sundance is like stepping into a man’s dream home, where 
the décor is heavy on mahogany and leather accents, hunting-lodge motifs 
and vintage sports memorabilia, and juicy steaks are served for dinner 
every night.

While unabashedly masculine, this upscale eatery holds universal appeal 
and is a choice destination for all occasions, from business dinners and 
special events to evenings out with friends, family or that special someone. 
A Palo Alto institution for more than 35 years, Sundance is as renowned for 
its menu as it is for its top-notch service.

Established in 1974 by Robert Fletcher, Sundance continues to be 
operated by sons Galen and Aron—hence the unique atmosphere here 
that chain steakhouses often lack. All of the décor comes from the Fletcher 
patriarch’s personal collection; oil paintings and glass cabinets displaying 
old books; photographs and antiques give off a sense of nostalgia. Subtly 
lit by fires in stone fireplaces, tabletop candles and stylish lighting fixtures, 
Sundance offers an intimate, warm environment that’s the perfect escape 
from chilly December nights.

From the first appetizer to the last dessert, a Sundance meal is one to be 
savored, not rushed. After enjoying a classic Manhattan or a glass of vino 
from the award-winning wine list, try the Sonoma salad, with lettuce tossed 
with balsamic vinaigrette, feta, pine nuts and tomatoes, followed by the 
homemade New England clam chowder, a customer favorite.

The entrée menu is a carnivore’s dream: aged center-cut top sirloin, Prime 
filet mignon and bone-in rib eye steak, for starters. All steaks are certified 
Angus beef and are aged 28 days before being hand-cut and charbroiled to 
order. The crown jewel for many, however, is the Prime rib, which is slow-
roasted for more than 8 hours and served with au jus and horseradish on 
the side. As the tender meat seems to melt in your mouth, it’s hard to 
remember the last time you’ve had beef that tasted so good.

Seafood lovers won’t be disappointed, either—from wild Northern Salmon 
to sea scallops, the choices are abundant. The ultimate piscatorial entree, 
though, is the succulent, cold-water Western Australian lobster tail, 
steamed to perfection and served with melted butter. One bite sends your 
taste buds soaring to new heights.

Sundance goes the whole nine yards with its dessert selection, too. 
Choices might include butterscotch crème brulee, amaretto pumpkin pie or 
fresh berries with cream. Whatever you order, you’re sure to join the legion 
of Sundance fans by the end of your experience. —Stephanie Soong

--Stephanie  Soong
Discover Silicon Valley Magazine



SUPPORT 
OUR SPONSORS

Bay Area Event Photography
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Hyatt Regency – Santa Clara

MEMBERS AT LARGE        
Shawna Dedrick
Lynn Dyche
Linda Edvenson 
Nathan Emmett
Gus Holweger
Maria Lange
Jeffrey Phillips
Lillian Scoyen
Missy Singer
Victor Solanoy
June Suzuki
Donna West

SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
 Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTORS

EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Mori Mandis
svcaconcierge@yahoo.com

Susannah Greenwood (Arts Corner)
www.artsopolis.com

DISCOVER SILICON VALLEY MAGAZINE
christine@explorepublishing.com

Gus Holweger (Insiders' Track)
gusholweger@comcast.net

Marianna Khienkina, 
Redevelopment City of San Jose 
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) 
Lighthouse Travel & Tours 
www.lighthouse-tours.com

SVCA Web-site
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com

       

Convention Information Site:

San Jose McEnery Convention Center
and Cultural Facilities       (408) 277-5277
www.sjcc.com/

Santa Clara Convention Center
www.santaclara.org/conventioncenter/cal
endar.cfm

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH


