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Come preview the new IMAX movie on Feb. 6, 2008!
The Tech Museum of Innovation cordially invites you to a light reception and free screening of 
our new IMAX movie, THE ALPS, on Wednesday, February 6, 2008. The reception will begin 
at 5:30 p.m., and will be followed by a 6:30 screening of the movie. Produced by MacGillivray 
Freeman Films – the company that also brought us the blockbuster EVEREST – The Tech is 
the only place in Northern California to see this majestic and award-winning film. 

This film celebrates the unsurpassed beauty of the Alps and the indomitable spirit of the 
people who live, climb and explore there. THE ALPS showcases never-before-seen shots of 
climbers in action on the majestic Eiger North Face, one of the world's most celebrated and 
unpredictable mountain peaks.

The Tech is proud to announce that for the opening of this spectacular movie the Consul 
General of Switzerland in San Francisco, Jean-François Lichtenstern, as well as the Manager 
Western USA & Mexico of Switzerland Tourism, Fausto Zaina, will be present. Switzerland 
Tourism and Holcim are presenting sponsors of THE ALPS movie. 

RSVP by February 5th by calling Sue Murphy at (408) 795-6116 or send email to 
alpsinfo@thetech.org. 

Seating is limited and is available on a first come first served basis.
For more information, please visit www.thetech.org. 

See you at the movies! 



Holiday Joy from 
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF CAMERA 3
Downtown's unpretentious place to meet, eats, laugh, and play

NOW FEATURING LIVE COMEDY, 
   ComedySportz has shows every Fri/Sat night
INDEPENDENT CINEMA 
   Opening Feb. 8th

   Vince Vaughn’s Wild West Comedy Show
   Taxi to the Dark Side
AND A CONTEMPORARY URBAN CAFÉ
   Starting Feb. 4th

   Open 7 days, serving up concessions, 
   sandwiches, desserts, beer, and wine

Camera Cinemas is thrilled to re-open Camera 3, our most beloved location, with a 
new concept that combines innovative specialized cinema, live comedy, a 
contemporary urban café, and event venue. We have partnered with three great 
companies with outstanding reputations – ComedySportz, Cinequest and Café Too 
– to reinvent the space into a truly unique entertainment destination unlike any 
other in the South Bay.  We’ve mixed spunk, humor, resourcefulness, and great 
relationships in a hiply renovated downtown setting. 

Keep your eyes peeled: We plan to be open 7 days a week by the end of March 
2008.  Stop by during the week for lunch, skip traffic and enjoy a glass of wine or a 
movie in the evening, or spend your Friday or Saturday night laughing with 
ComedySportz, the South Bay’s longest running show.  For more information visit 
cameracinemas.com. 288 S. Second St. (at San Carlos) Downtown San Jose 
(408)998-0932

"Going Green in a Silicon World"
Join us for an evening of great networking, cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, a 
fine dinner, an educational program to help us work more successfully, and 
exciting raffle prizes. It's a wonderful opportunity to mix with your friends in 
Silicon Valley's hospitality industry. Bring a colleague and you'll both 
benefit! See the Menu and the latest details on SiliconValleyNACE.org. 

NEW: Members may register spouses and co-workers at the member's fee. If 
you haven't already registered, please click on the three links below to see 
more info, Please RSVP by Friday, February 15. Later registration is "only if 
space is available" Fees for members: $40.00

WHEN Tuesday, February 19, 2008 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

WHERE Santa Clara Convention Center
5001 Great America Pkwy
Santa Clara, CA 95050

KOOZA IN SAN JOSE
OPENS JANUARY 

31ST

Taylor Street Bridge

under the Blue-and-Yellow 
Grand Chapiteau

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE:
· Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 8 p.m. 
· Fridays and Saturdays at 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
· Sundays at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

TICKET PRICES (Taxes Included):
· $55-$90 for adults; 
· $38.50-$63 for children aged 2 to 12 inclusive; 
· $49.50-$81 for students 13 and older, as well as 
seniors, weekd
ays only. 

A VIP Tapis Rouge package includes one of the best 
seats in the house, as well as access to the VIP 
suite one hour before the show and during 
intermission. The adult package is available for 
$210 and the child package for $147 (aged 2 to 12 
years old). Prices include taxes. 

KOOZA is a return to the origins of Cirque du 
Soleil that combines two circus traditions -
acrobatic performance and the art of 
clowning. The show highlights the physical 
demands of human performance in all its 
splendor and fragility, presented in a colorful 
mélange that emphasizes bold slapstick humor.



Greetings from the historic Red and White Fleet - San Francisco Cruises! 

We are happy to announce the release of our 2008 sailing schedule and 
wholesale rates for our popular San Francisco Cruises. 

Founded in 1892, the Red and White Fleet is the original provider of cruises on 
San Francisco Bay. In 2008, we will offer 3 unique San Francisco Cruises to 
visitors from around the world. 

GOLDEN GATE BAY CRUISE (1 hour)
San Francisco's only multilingual bay cruise in 8 languages sails under the 
Golden Gate and around Alcatraz. Includes award-winning headset narratives 
in English, Spanish, French, German, Korean, Portuguese, Mandarin and 
Japanese.  Tour departs 8 - 14 times daily, starting at 10 AM, from Pier 43 ½, 
Fisherman's Wharf.

SF EXPLORER CRUISE (90 minutes) NEW in 2008!
San Francisco's only bay cruise with 3 audio choices sails under the Bay Bridge, 
around Treasure Island, past AT&T ballpark and Alcatraz.  Includes narratives 
on Natural History, Architecture (English, German, Spanish, Japanese), and 
Native American Culture.  Tour departs Wed - Sun afternoon, May-Sept, from 
Pier 43 ½, Fisherman's Wharf.

CALIFORNIA SUNSET CRUISE (2 hours)
San Francisco's relaxed twilight cruise with amazing sunset views and a light 
buffet sails past Alcatraz, around Angel Island, along Tiburon and Sausalito, and 
under the Golden Gate. Includes light buffet & beverage. Tour departs April - Oct 
from Pier 43 ½, Fisherman's Wharf
You can also visit us online at www.redandwhite.com or contact us by phone 
(415) 673-2900 or email (sales@redandwhite.com).  

* * * * *
EVENT: 1st Annual Heart Japantown Celebration

HOST/SPONSOR: Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites-

San Jose International

DATE: Saturday, March 1st, 2008

TIME: Interactive events from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Private reception from 4:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.

Purpose: Showcase the many businesses and attractions of our nearby 
historical jem-San Jose Japantown to our high level corporate clients and the 
Silicon Valley Concierge in the context of a collaborative event between the hotel 
and the Japantown community businesses and associations. 

Event Format: A series of 30 minute interactive demonstrations followed by 15 
minutes of question and answer that introduces our clients to a cultural aspect of 
Japantown, a Japantown business’ product or services or an upcoming 
Japantown event, such as Obon. 

From 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm a private client reception by invitation only will include 
live entertainment, food, libation, fun and special a fund raising auction to 
support the Samsum Clinic Research Foundation www.samsum.com
focusing on a cure and treatment for diabetes.

The Fairmont Launches 
Valentine’s Day Pajamas for Kids 

Drive

On Thursday, February 14, from 6am to 
10am

     Give Love. Give Joy. Give Pajamas. The Fairmont San 
Jose offers an opportunity for the children of San Jose’s 
Pajama Program to be warm, cozy and loved.

     Drop off a brand new pajama at the Fairmont San Jose 
on Thursday, February 14 as the hotel launches a 
warming and loving trend: a pajama drive for kids. All 
sizes of pajamas needed and appreciated, but there is a 
special need for teen-sized pajamas (Adult Small through 
Adult Extra Large).

     Pull your car up to the Fairmont’s curbside and the 
hotel’s staff will deliver some freshly baked heart-shaped 
cookies.  All donations of new pajamas for the San Jose’s 
and the Bay Area’s Pajama Program will be greatly 
appreciated.  Checks written to Pajama Program will be 
welcome as well.

     

Pajama Program, a national non-profit organization with 
the Bay Area chapter headquartered in San Jose, 
provides comfort and love in the way of new pajamas to 
children-in-need and children waiting for a permanent 
home. They are youngsters who do not know the comforts 
of a mother or father to tuck them into a cozy bed and 
read them a bedtime story. Many have been abandoned 
or abused, most deprived of any love at all. “By providing 
pajamas we help to create a warm and nurturing bedtime 
environment for vulnerable youngsters living under difficult 
circumstances” says Pallie Zambrano, attorney-at-law and 
co-president of Northern California chapter. 

     This is the first of The Fairmont San Jose’s 
commitment to the Pajama Program. “Our partnership
program simply puts a framework in place that allows our 
hotel to contribute to the community, and make a 
meaningful difference to children in need,” says Cyril 
Isnard, Fairmont’s General Manager. “This one is from the 
heart and the Valentine’s Day is the perfect time to share 
the joy of love and caring. Our employees have embraced 
the idea with enthusiasm and are looking forward to collect 
many new and warm pajamas for the children of the Bay 
Area.”  www.pajamaprogram.org



ARTS CORNER, by Susannah Greenwood of

           

It’s the time of year to embrace love and celebrate 
romance! You can do so with these kinder and gentler 
events this Valentine’s month!

Beaux and Eros exhibits at the Peninsula Museum of Art through 
February 24th and is sure to put you in the mood! 38 variations on the 
theme of love and romance will welcome visitors with its provocative, 
sensual, humorous paintings and sculptures by 33 artists living in 
Northern California. Now that’s amore! For info and tickets call 650-
654-4068 or visit http://www.peninsulamuseum.org

                                        

              

What is real love and how does one know this is "it"? Tom Stoppard 
blurs the lines of reality and illusion when Henry and Charlotte, a 
writer and actress, navigate the slippery boundaries of their literary 
and theatrical worlds in The Real Thing at Bus Barn Stage playing 
through February 23rd in Los Altos. This is a clever, poignant, and 
entertaining examination of the pain and passion love brings into 
ordinary lives. For info or tickets call 650- 941-0551 or visit 
http://www.busbarn.org

                                 

              

Need your spirits lifted? Come listen to the men of the Santa Clara 
Men's Chorus as they sing a wide variety of love songs from various 
times and places. This concert will include Madrigals, songs of the 
Beatles and Simon and Garfunkel, Scottish traditional tunes and will 
feature solos, duets, small group performances, and of course full 
chorus songs! Don’t miss the Love Songs concert February 17th only 
in Los Gatos. For info and tickets visit 408-821-5556 
http://www.santaclaramenschorus.org

                                  

                                             

THE AMERICAN BEETHOVEN SOCIETY

Proudly Presents

                   Jon Nakamatsu, pianist

                                 Sunday, April 13, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
                                  Sunday, April 13, 2008, 7:00 p.m.

                   Le Petit Trianon Theatre
 72 North 5th Street
 Downtown San José

All proceeds will benefit the American Beethoven 
SocietyThis will be Jon Nakamatsu’s Only Solo Piano 

Recital in San Jose During 200

JON NAKAMATSU is a frequent concerto soloist, chamber musician, 
recording artist, and solo recitalist throughout the United States,
Europe, and Japan.  Initially brought to global attention in June 1997 
by being named Gold Medalist of the Tenth Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition, Nakamatsu was named Debut Artist of the Year 
(1998) by NPR's “Performance Today.” Nakamatsu has b
by “CBS Sunday Morning” and Reader's Digest magazine, and is 
featured in “Playing with Fire,” a documentary on the Tenth Van 
Cliburn International Piano Competition that was aired nationwide on 
PBS. In 1995 he was named the First Prize winner of Miami’s Fifth 
United States Chopin Piano Competition. 

The American Beethoven Society’s presentation of Jon 
Nakamatsu will be held at Le Petit Trianon Theatre, 
located at 72 North 5th Street in downtown San Jose.  
Special sponsor seating and artist reception $75.00.  
Tickets are $45.00, $35.00, and $25.00. For tickets 
and information, please call 408-808-2058. 



You and a guest are invited to a fun-filled, thrilling 
afternoon... 

San Jose Stealth Professional Lacrosse
http://www.sjstealth.com/

This invitation includes (2) club seats, a tri tip or turkey 
carved sandwich, chips, and a soda in the VIP Club Area. All 
Complimentary

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL...

Before the game, Henry's Hi-Life Great American 
Steakhouse would like to invite you to first sample their 
menu at a private SVCA Pre-Game Reception!

http://www.henryshilife.com/

Saturday, February 9, 2008

11:00 am    Henry's Hi-Life SVCA Reception                
12:00 pm    Walk to the HP Pavilion                                

1:00 pm    San Jose Stealth vs Chicago Shamrocks

Tickets Are Limited!!!

To RSVP, please email Anthony: svcaemail@yahoo.com

Specify ONE or TWO Tickets
Please include your name, the company you represent,

Email address, and phone number.

This is FAM event is brought to you by

 San Jose Stealth
 Henry's Hi-Life Great American Steakhouse
 The Silicon Valley Concierge Association    
 SELECT INVITATION...PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD

San Jose CVB Releases 
New Video and Podcasts

Destination videos now available online

To ring in the new year and better showcase San Jose, 
the San Jose Convention and Visitors Bureau posted a 
new promotional video as well as four first-ever 
podcast videos to their website, covering topics such as 
dining and nightlife, shopping, family fun, and 
meetings/conventions.  "We felt it was important to tell 
San Jose's story in video," said Dan Fenton, president 
and CEO of the San Jose CVB and chairman of Team 
San Jose. "Customers know we're a great place for 
meetings and conventions, but we wanted to give them 
more tools to sell them and consumers on all the fun
and exciting activities in San Jose." The podcasts are 
available in video format at www.sanjose.org, but can be 
easily downloaded by clicking the following links:  
YouTube:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMcVyNs9B20
(Meetings)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEhxwZNFBag
(Shopping)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uROQhLgBEWk
 (Family)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xk7s-
wqvh4w  (Dining)



It’s that time of year for your 2008 Membership Dues…Just look at 
what FAMS and EVENTS you got for joining the Silicon Valley 
Concierge Association in 2007.

  SVCA FAM & EVENTS FOR 2007

Jan 22:  Dio Deka Restaurant Los Gatos Hotel
Jan 31:  Paragon Restaurant & Bar Hotel Montgomery & 

San Jose Repertory Theatre

Mar 12:  Morton’s Steakhouse San Jose
Mar 27:  Camera Cinemas 12 Downtown San Jose
Mar 29:  A Perfect Finish Wine Bar San Jose

Apr 4:  Trade Tasting - The Crowne Plaza Cabana Palo Alto
Apr 10:  “Smokey Joe’s Café” – AMTSJ
Apr 10:  ComedySportz San Jose
Apr 17:  SVCA Hospitality Awards – San Jose Museum of Art

May 1:  ‘Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” – AMTSJ
May 14:  SVCA “Customer Service” Seminar Fairmont Hotel
May 15:  San Jose Giants
May 18:  “Rabbit Hole” – San Jose Repertory Theatre
May 18:  Concierge Party – Birks Restaurant Santa Clara

Jun 6:  San Jose Jazz Festival Preview
Jun 13:  Poor House Bistro San Jose

Jul 3:  “Ella” San Jose Repertory Theatre

Aug 22:  California Café-Los Gatos

Sep 18:  “Taste of Saratoga” Cinnabar Winery Tasting Bar, 
The Basin and Sent Sovi Restaurant

Sep 26:  “Triumph of Love” - San Jose Repertory Theatre 

Oct 3:  Body World – The Tech Museum of Innovation
Oct 9:  “Guys & Dolls” – AMTSJ
Oct 18:  Adventure Cat San Francisco
Oct 23:  Dio Deka Restaurant Los Gatos Hotel

Nov 13:  Hawgs Seafood Bar San Jose
Nov 28:  “This Wonderful Life” – San Jose Repertory Theatre
Nov 29:  SVCA Cocktail Party – Crowne Plaza San Jose

Dec 6:  “Twelfth Night” – TheatreWorks Palo Alto
Dec 13:  Crowne Plaza San Jose Launch Party
     

Thank You Sponsors, members, non-
profit groups and our members who 

helped put on these special FAM and 
EVENTS.  We look forward to 

another wonderful year!

SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups

$50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors 
$150.00

 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 

Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com



-fest                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

There is really no need for a car as you may ride the 
train, and get off at the historic Mountain View Cal 
Train station conveniently located on Castro Street.  
Tip:  For commuters, this station is with one of the 
largest parking areas of all the train stations!  

If you love nature, minutes away is Shoreline 
Park by the bay with trails, lakes, and a golf 
course. Relax and get a bite to eat at Michael’s 
Restaurant at the golf course or on the lake 
gazing at the wind surfers. Other attractions 
include: The Computer History Museum, Space 
Camp, and Shoreline Amphitheater, attracting 
the latest concerts in the summer. 

Did I forget any?  Please e-mail to me.  President 
Clinton has even visited Mountain View and its 
technology sector with great memories. 

One visit to this area is really not enough to fully 
explore all the charms the City of Mountain View
has.

See for yourself – have fun!

Donna West 
Lighthouse Tours
Let’s have fun!

I want to lead our group this month by saying thank you to the 5 Board of 
Directors of SVCA who keep the wheels turning for this association.  
These amazing people who have served on the main Board for several 
years never cease to amaze us with their bags of numerous fun events 
they display every month.  They are all true "Concierges" in every sense –
holding the keys to door of Silicon Valley guiding the rest of us.  Thank you
Mori Mandis, Anthony Aguilar, David Erskine, June Suzuki, and Randy 
Zechman!  

Culture – Art – Food– Drink – Shopping – upscale & family friendly

This describes one of our “towns” with a friendly hometown spirit in the 
heart of Silicon Valley rediscovered off the beaten path.  What & where?

Nestled in between Sunnyvale, Palo Alto, Los Altos and the SF Bay, is the 
town of “Mountain View” with its robust downtown street, and a back drop 
of the historic Hangar One at Moffett Field on one side and the Santa Cruz 
Mountains on the other. 

Historically, Mountain View dates back to the Ohlone Indians and grew as 
the gold rush immigrants settled in this area for the agriculture.  It was a 
stage line stop between San Francisco and San Jose.  One of the 
storeowners looked out of the window of his business and admired the 
scenic vista of the Santa Cruz Mountains and suggested they call the town 
“Mountain View”.  

Many of us know of Mountain View's Art & Wine Festival, which was voted 
Best Festival at SVCA's Hospitality 2006 Event and is always one of the 
best every year.  This town spent about $60 million dollars in the late 
1980’s and early 1990’s renovating the downtown area which indeed was 
very well planned and yes, today a happening place for workers of Silicon 
Valley to gather in. 

Mountain View is definitely one of the restaurant meccas of Silicon Valley 
with just about any flavor you want.  Start walking from direction, El Camino 
or the CalTrain station on Castro – you will find almost anything you are 
looking for. Upscale dining as Cascal’s, Cantankerous Fish, Shiva’s, all 
types of smaller tasty ethnic dining, deli's, pizza, pubs like the Tied House, 
Pasta?, Knapp’s Bar & Grill, and an Irish Pub.  Several coffee houses and 
coffee houses turning into nightlife like Dana Street Roasting, or regular 
nightlife – any style that fits your need of the moment.  

Remember to walk down the side streets off of Castro to discover even 
more shops and restaurants.  There are even refreshing ice cream and 
yogurt shops.  Tip:  there is plenty of "free" parking throughout the 
downtown area for your convenience.

Oh yes, the fabulous new Mountain View Performing Arts Center with the
alluring shows of Theatre Works.  Of course, there are plenty of stores for 
shopping.  Where will you find 3 independent bookstores on one street?  
(Actually, I think there are 4-5 bookstores, I have not found all of them yet).  
And, boutique specialty shops, bead stores, a Farmer’s Market on Sunday, 
a couple of grocery markets for you to visit with even a Longs Drugstore 
right downtown.  How handy is this?  

Vacation time?  Let’s have 
fun!

Save your space now ~ 
guaranteed departure
Popular ~Yellowstone 

Glacier Fully Escorted Tour
Departs August 2008

Contact LT&T:  408-244-
7325

lighthousetravel@comcast.n
et

CST # 2053373-40



Destinations for the “Tag-along” spouses and children

As one would expect after the Holiday Season, this is the quiet time of the 
year for Silicon Valley. It is also a good time for us to review our resource 
portfolios.
 California is a desirable destination. For that reason, many conventions 
are held in the Bay area. It is also often an opportunity for visitors to extend 
their attendance at a convention or symposium into a vacation and bring 
spouses and children along. 

For these reasons, it is important that you have information on places to go 
and things to do for the ‘tag-along’ spouse and kids during and after the 
event at the respective convention center or Hotel. Most of you surely have 
information for men on golf courses, sightseeing destinations, restaurants, 
and event schedules in your portfolio. But how about things to do and 
places to go for accompanying spouses and children until the venue that 
brought them to the Bay area is over?  

I am fairly certain that you have covered many of the bases. But here are 
suggestions for places that you may have overlooked that are within easy 
reach for visitors to the South Bay: 

For accompanying spouses without children: 

1. Shopping:  Santana Row in San Jose, West Field Shopping 
town Valley Fair, and Stanford Shopping Center in Palo Alto. 
Then there is also the Gilroy Outlet Center off Hwy. 101. Many of 
these places can be reached on public transportation (VTA light 
rail or buses, or Cal Train). 

2. Sightseeing: The San Jose Museum of Art; The Tech Museum 
of Innovation in San Jose; the Cantor Museum at Stanford 
University; the Computer History Museum in Mtn. View. 

3. Relaxation: Your guest may pamper him/herself at any one of 
the many spas in the area. Here is a listing for starters: 

 Watercourse Way, 165 Channing Way in Palo Alto
 Preston Wynne Spa at 210 E. Main St. in the Hotel Los 

Gatos, Los Gatos.
 Morphosis Rejuvenation Studio, 377 Santana Row, 

San Jose

           

For accompanying spouses with children: 

 The Children’s’ Discovery Museum of San 
Jose – http://www.cdm.org

 Happy Hollow Park and Zoo at 1300 Senter 
Road, San Jose, 95112 and, at the same 
location the Japanese Friendship Garden, 
History Park at Kelley Park; Portuguese 
History museum, and Viet Museum. Call: 408 
277-2757

 Emma Prusch Farm Park at 647 South King 
Road in San Jose, 95116 –
http://pruschfarmpark.org

 Paramount’s Great America Amusement 
Park on 4701 Great American Parkway in 
Santa Clara. http://www.pgathrills.com

 The Tech Museum of Innovation and 
IMAX Theater at 201 S. Market St. in San 
Jose. http://www.thetech.org

 Roaring Camp Railroads in Felton, CA.
http://www.roaringcamp.com

Of course one should not forget the Boardwalk in 
Santa Cruz and the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
As the spring and summer of 2008 approach, you may 
want to review the various websites, better yet, visit the 
various sites in person. You’ll enjoy it and your guests 
will benefit from it. 

GUS HOLWEGER gusholweger@comcast.net

Cinequest 
Film 
Festival 

Tickets 
On Sale 

Jan. 30th, 
2008

www.cinequest.org



Winter Wonders

The cold season brings migrating ocean mammals to the 
California Pacific coast, providing fascinating close-up views.  

Gray Whales make their annual migratory trip from the frigid 
Artic feeding grounds to the lagoons of sunny Baja, where 
breeding and nursing occur. The 12,000-mile, three-week trip is 
the longest migration of any mammal, and is made by an 
estimated 15,000 whales. They begin heading south in 
December, and start their return in March. Their route traces the 
California coastline, providing ample chances to spot them. 
The best way to see them up close is by boarding a charter boat. 
You don’t have to travel far offshore at all before you’re in the 
midst of their route, and you can often catch the whales playing 
and interacting with each other. You may see one breach, or leap 
out of the water, landing with a massive splash. The gray whale’s 
blow can be as high as a staggering 15 feet, and you’ll usually 
get to see the above-water roll of their massive tail flukes before 
each dive. It’s an exhilarating experience to be on the ocean 
alongside these mammoth animals.
You might also be able to spot the whales from land. The cliffs 
between Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay offer numerous viewing 
sites. Bundle up with warm clothes and find yourself a relaxing 
spot to enjoy a picnic while watching out for whales. 

Elephant Seals come ashore during the December–March 
breeding season at Año Nuevo—the world’s largest on-shore 
elephant seal rookery. Thousands colonize the sand dunes here; 
it’s your best shot at catching a close-up view of these impressive 
creatures, as they spend most of the year in the ocean. The 
males, who are the first to arrive, begin fighting aggressively to 
determine the social hierarchy that will govern there breeding 
activities. (The biggest, toughest bulls will be rewarded with their 
pick of the most alluring females for their harems.) The females 
show up shortly thereafter, first to give birth to the pups they 
conceived during their last trip. Wasting no time, the new mating 
cycle begins almost immediately thereafter. And the adults aren’t 
the only ones in a hurry either—newborn seals grow from 75 to 
350 pounds in less than a month. By March, most of the adults 
head north, while the youngsters stick around until April. 
Three-mile naturalist-led walking tours are the only way to see 
the seals at this time of the year; reservations are required.  

Whale Watching 

From Half Moon Bay: 
The Oceanic Society, a nonprofit conservation organization, 
offers naturalist-led whale-watching trips from Pillar Point Harbor 
in Half Moon Bay. 800/326-7491. Also try Riptide Sport fishing 
(888/747-8433) or Huck Finn Sport fishing (650/726-7133).

From Santa Cruz:
Chardonnay Cruises offers a naturalist-lead whale watching 
charter, with the added enticements of champagne and 
continental breakfast. 831/423-1213. Also try Pacific Yachting 
& Sailing (831/423-SAIL or 800-374-2626) or  Stagnaro’s 
(831/427-2334).
Elephant seal tours 

Año Nuevo State Reserve almost midway between Half Moon 
Bay and Santa Cruz. For more info, call 650/879-0227. For 
tour reservations, call 800/444-4445.

TheatreWorks presents Wendy Wasserstein’s Third, the 
Pulitzer Prize winning playwright’s final play. The story centers 
on the life of a feminist college professor, who faces a crisis 
when a new student’s views shake her conventions. Set in a 
vastly blue state, the presence of conservatism forces the 
teacher to examine society, politics and our modern times. 
Balancing her roles as both a teacher and a mother, the 
professor takes a new look at her life. Jan 16-Feb 10:  Tues & 
Wed, 7:30pm; Thurs & Fri, 8pm; Sat, 2 & 8pm; Sun, 2 & 7pm. 
Mountain View: Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St.; 
650/903-6000.



Wines of the World and Valentine's Day at The Grill

Happy Valentine’s Day
Thursday, February 14, 2008

Join us on this special day and enjoy 
Make your reservation early

Love at First Sight
Three-Course Prix Fixe Menu

~ 150.00 per couple ~
The Romantic

Three-Course Prix Fixe Menu
Chocolate Truffles

Half Bottle of Mumm Cordon Rouge
~ 170.00 per couple ~
The Royal Treatment

Three-Course Prix Fixe Menu
Chocolate Truffles

Half Bottle of Mumm Cordon Rouge
One long Stem Rose
~ 185.00 per couple ~

Byington Winery & 
Vineyard

Tickle your taste buds and tempt your 
true love 
at our Aphrodisiac Delight Saint 
Valentine's Dinner. 

Due to overwhelming demand for this 
event we have opened a second night of 
reservations. Join us on either February 
14 or February 15.

Each course of the five-course meal will 
be expertly paired with wines. The 
delectable dinner is served at 
romantic tables for two in our intimate 
wine cave. This event is sure to impress 
your paramour.

This luscious five-course menu is $140 
per person, $125 for our wine club 
members. Price includes 
wine pairings, tax, and gratuity. 
Reservations 
are required and space is very limited, 
so make your reservations today.

PAOLO'S CPA BUFFET HOURS
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 5:30pm to 8pm • SATURDAY 4:30pm to 

8pm • SUNDAY 3:30pm to 6:30pm
$28.50 Per Person • $13.50 Per Child (12 yrs or younger) 

Exclusive of Beverages, Sales Tax & Tip 
Validated Parking Specify "CPA Buffet" when making 

reservations!

333 W San Carlos St # 150, San Jose, CA 95110 • 
(408) 294-2558

PAOLO’S CPA BUFFET

                                 During CABARET

March 4 through 16, 2008

Paolo's Salad
 Fennel, Radicchio, Arugula & Pear Salad

Grilled & Marinated Vegetable Platter
Cheese Tortellini

Penne e Polpettoni
Couscous Siciliano

Yukon Gold Potato Mash
Braised Boneless Short Ribs

Sautéed Salmon
Paolo’s Chicken Marsala

Seasonal Fruit
Chocolate Truffles

Nana’s Assorted Biscotti



Save these Dates, RSVP today -

infoBayArea.com Business 
Networking Mixers & Socials

• Tequila Seminar & Tasting...
     Wed. Feb. 20, 6-9pm   Mantra 
Restaurant, Palo Alto
Business Networking Mixer, Mojitos 
Tasting...
     Thu. Feb. 7, 6-9pm        Azúcar 
Latin Bistro & Mojito Bar, Downtown 
San Jose
• Tequila Seminar & Tasting...
     Wed. Feb. 20, 6-9pm   Mantra 
Restaurant, Palo Alto

* * * * * 
NOTE: Editor’s Apology

I wish to apologize for missing the 
scheduled January issue of the 
SVCA Valley Access E-Magazine. 
Because of the stormy weather 
conditions at the beginning of 
January my Internet connection  
(ISP provider) went down.  I was 
out of commission (technically 
challenged) for over three weeks.

I would like to thank you all for 
your patience and especially 
Anthony Aguilar for helping me to 
stay in contact.

We don’t realize how 
inconvenience one gets without 
our emails and Internet contacts!  
But, we do find out how one used 
to communicate on a daily base. I 
have never talked to so many of 
you by telephone. To put it mildly, 
at least 30 to 50 calls daily!!!  
WOW, brought me back to my 
“guest services by a concierge” 
and was actually a very nice treat 
to hear a human voice instead of 
“Push one for an Operator”.

Sincerely,

Mori Mandis, SVCA President
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SANTA CLARA 
CONVENTION & 

VISITORS 
BUREAU

New Destination 
Video Highlights 

Santa Clara

Headquarters to Intel Corporation 
and many other high-tech giants, the 
city of Santa Clara has long been 
known to business travelers for it’s 
high-tech luster. Now, a new video 
produced by the Santa Clara 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
highlights many of the city’s diverse 
visitor attractions. You can view the 
video online at santaclara.org or by 
typing “Santa Clara Silicon Valley” 
on youtube.com.

“A lot of people are going to be 
surprised when they watch this 
video,” says Steve Van Dorn, 
President of the Santa Clara 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Convention-Visitors Bureau.  “We 
are known for high-tech, but we’ve 
got great year-round weather and 
visitor attractions too,” says Van 
Dorn. 

At just under two minutes, video 
highlights include California’s Great 
America theme park, the Intel 
Museum, Mission Santa Clara, 
Santa Clara University, the Triton 
Museum of Art, Farmer’s Market, 
and other local attractions. 

                                   
www.santaclara.org

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH



SUPPORT 
OUR SPONSORS

CalFest
California Festivals & Events Assn.
ww.calfest.org

California Special Occasions
Wedding and Event Planners
www.caspecialoccasions.com

Campo di Bocce of
Los Gatos and Livermore
www.campodibocce.com

Chateau Marie Antoinette
www.cmawines.com

Chukchansi Gold Resort & Casino
www.chukchansigold.com

Dinah's Garden Hotel
www.dinahshotel.com

Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
www.explorepublishing.com/

Fairmont Hotel San Jose
www.fairmont.com

Golden State Gift Basket
www.goldenstategiftbaskets.com

Hotel Los Gatos
www.hotellosgatos.com/

Hotel Montgomery
www.hotelmontgomerysj.com

JoMar Labs
www.jomarlabs.com

Paramount’s Great America
www.paramountparks.com

Presentation Retreat & Conference 
Center
www.presentationcenter.org

Preston Wynne
www.prestonwynne.com

Preston Wynne Spa at
Hotel Los Gatos
www.prestonwynne.com

SUPPORT 
OUR SPONSORS

QUICKSILVER, Concierge and
Errand Service
www.quicksilverconcierge.com

RMG Inc. 
American Rental Association
EXQUISITE PARTY RENTALS 
www.exquisiteparty.com

ROLLZ ROYCE Limousine Service 
www.rollzroycelimo.com

Rosewater Hall
www.rosewaterhall.com

Royal Coach Tours
www.Royal-Coach.com

Sal's Airport and Limousine Service
www.salsairportservice.qpg.com
www.salslimo.com

Santa Clara CVB
www.santaclara.org

Santa Clara Marriott Hotel
www.marriott.com

Santana Row, Federal Realty
www.santanarow.com

San Jose CVB
www.sanjose.org

San Jose Museum of Art
www.sjmusart.org

San Jose Silicon Valley        
Chamber of Commerce
www.sjchamber.com/

Serendipity Land Yachts
www.landyacht.com

The Power of Teamwork - Alain Pinel 
Realtors Eileen Rothschild, Marc 
Shapiro & Norval Nelson
www.realestate-siliconvalley.com

The Tech Museum of Innovation
www.thetech.org

Winchester Mystery House
www.winchestermysteryhouse.com
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Mori Mandis
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www.artsopolis.com

DISCOVER SILICON VALLEY MAGAZINE
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Redevelopment City of San Jose 
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov
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Hotel Montgomery 
mschultz@jdvhospitality.com

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) 
Lighthouse Travel & Tours 
www.lighthouse-tours.com

Randy Zechman (New Faces)
World 2 Do, Inc.
randyz@world2do.com

David Ybarra (dining with david)
dcayborra@sbcglobal.net

SVCA Web-site
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com

       

Convention Information Site:

San Jose McEnery Convention Center
and Cultural Facilities       (408) 277-5277
www.sjcc.com/

Santa Clara Convention Center
www.santaclara.org/conventioncenter/cal
endar.cfm

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH


