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SAV E THE DATE

TUESDAY
APRIL 14, 2009

SILICON VALLEY
CONCIERGE
ASSOCIATION

PRESENTS

THE 7TH ANNUAL
HOSPITALITY
AWARDS EVENT

HOSTED BY

Club Auto Sport, 
521 Charcot Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95131 
408.521.7123

Dear Hospitality Partner:

The Silicon Valley Concierge Association is pleased to announce our 
7th Annual Hospitality Awards Event to be held on Tuesday, April 14 at 
Club Auto Sport San Jose.

The awards event offers a special opportunity for your company to sponsor 
the event or donate goods for door prizes. Sponsors and Donors will receive 
recognition at the Hospitality Awards Event and will be acknowledged in the 
event program as well as the Silicon Valley Concierge Association’s “Valley 
Access Magazine”. (Upon your contribution, we will send you an email receipt 
with a tax identification number for your records). 

Gift Certificate Prize Donations may be mailed to:

Silicon Valley Concierge Association
                                   1331 Regency Drive

San Jose, CA   95129

You may contact us via e-mail at svconcierge@mindspring.com to arrange for 
items to be picked up. To ensure timely acknowledgement in our events 
program and magazine we respectfully request that all sponsorships and 
donations are received by April 10th,2009.

Since 1995 the Silicon Valley Concierge Association has been recognized as 
the leading professional non-profit organization dedicated to the education 
and advancement of its members. The SVCA assists over 1,600 members 
in enhancing their professional skills through seminars, networking and 
familiarization events, meetings, newsletters, and training programs. 

We believe that networking, training and education are beneficial to all of us. 
The art of creating and maintaining positive relationships is a significant factor 
in the success of the SVCA and its hospitality partners.

We thank you in advance for your consideration in supporting the Silicon 
Valley Concierge Association and look forward to seeing you at the awards 
event !  

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Mori Mandis
SVCA President



Holiday Joy from 
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

GO RED FOR WOMEN
AT SANTANA ROW

Throughout February, raise funds for the 
American Heart Association

while you shop & dine at Santana Row!

WHAT:             Shop and dine at Santana Row 
during the month of February to 
benefit Go Red for Women, a 
fundraising branch of the 
American Heart Association.
Donate $10 or more to receive an 
exclusive "Heart Card," good for a 
minimum of15% off at select 
Santana Row shops and 
restaurants for the month of 
February, including Atelier Aveda, 
Tourneau, Pink Stripes, Vintage 
Wine Bar, Boutique Harajuku and 
Cole Haan. Proceeds from the 
Heart Cards will benefit Go Red 
for Women.

The American Heart Association is 
a national voluntary health 
agency whose mission is to 
reduce disability and death from 
cardiovascular disease and 
stroke. One out of five women
has some form of heart disease; it 
is responsible for 1 in 2 deaths. 
Money raised from this promotion 
will fund research leading to 
health advances and saving lives.

Visit the Concierge Center in the 
Via of Santana Heights behind 
Left Bank Brasserie and Sino for 
more details.

WHEN:             February 1-28, 2009
WHERE:           Santana Row

Winchester & Stevens Creek Blvds, 
San Jose 

INFO:             408-551-4611/www.santanarow.com        

Morocco's Restaurant
86 N. Market Street. San Jose

408-998-1509

Update on our $5.50 lunch bail out program. Taxes and 
gratuity included. Take out only.

We at Morocco's Restaurant wanted to take the time to 
say thank you for supporting this alternative to help 

the current economy. Yes, you can feed your team with 
a healthy, generous and delicious lunch for cheap.

More details on the lunch special on our home page at 
www.MoroccosRestaurant.com

Creating the Mood You 
Want, from an Elegant Trio to a 

Swinging Sextet 

Call us at 408-
245-9120. You'll love 

what we do. We're easy 
to work with, so let our 
experience help your 

celebration. We play at 
private parties nearly 

every day, and you or a 
friend can preview us on 

Sunday, February 8, 
entertaining brides-to-be 

in the Bridal 
Extravaganza at the San 

Jose Fairmont. On 
February 14, we'll be 

creating a romantic mood 
for Valentine's Day 

dinner at the Toll House, 
in Los Gatos, and on 

March 1st we're 
entertaining in the 

"Wedding Fair and Open 
House" at the Crowne 
Plaza, in Palo  Alto.

Please visit MagnoliaJazz.com for details on these events and 
more, and I hope we'll be working together soon. 



THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2009

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA CONCIERGE ASSOCIATION 
ANNOUNCES RETURN OF POPULAR CONCIERGE 

TRADE SHOW

 The Northern California Concierge Association (NCCA) has 
announced plans to host its fifth bi-annual Concierge Trade Show, 
Thursday April 9, 2009 at the San Francisco Hilton Financial District. The 
event has grown to be the largest networking events for the hospitality 
industry in Northern California. The Concierge Trade Show brings together 
concierge, hotel sales managers, meeting planners, tour guides, and other 
guest service professionals to meet with vendors that provide goods and 
services to the hospitality and tourism industry. The range of exhibitors will 
include tour, travel, neighborhood/nearby community associations, 
wineries, and every other imaginable vendor that caters to the needs of the 
number one industry in the San Francisco Bay Area: Tourism.

Eric Edenfield, Chief Concierge of the Hilton Financial District 
and the original founder of the Concierge Trade Show, will once again chair 
the event. He comments, “It is an ideal opportunity for vendors to 
personally interact with the hospitality community, while presenting new or 
established goods and services. The recent economic downturn has added 
an even greater emphasis on vendors getting the word out about their 
products to the folks who are recommending them to our area’s visitors.

Contact: Eric Edenfield
Trade Show Chairman and Chief
Concierge Hilton Financial District
conciergetradeshow@gmail.com

Join us in the TASTING ROOM TUESDAY on our 
patio (weather permitting) Santa Cruz Mountain 
Vineyards, will be here, sharing some of their fantastic 
wines. 
Chef Taylor Boudreaux is preparing culinary 
accompaniments to each of the wines. Live jazz will 
complete your sensory experience.

5-7pm
$15 per person

Can't make it tonight? 
Join us every Tuesday for a new winery - check our 
website for a complete listing. Wines available for 
purchase. 

Join us on Adventure Cat 
and reserve your spot now for

KFOG Kaboom!
Saturday, May 9, 2009

San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing Charters is now taking 
reservations for KFOG Kaboom on Saturday, 
May 9, 2009.

KFOG KaBoom is an annual outdoor concert 
held by KFOG in San Francisco. It is followed 
by a nighttime fireworks show synchronized to 
a soundtrack. The extravagant fireworks 
display draws over 350,000 people and the 
best place to experience it is right on the water 
with Adventure Cat Sailing Charters!

Join us on Saturday night for an amazing party 
right on the bay as we set the radio to KFOG 
and enjoy the fireworks show. The sailing 
excursion departs at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
and includes light hors d'oeuvres and two 
drinks (beer, wine, soda or juice). Adventure 
Cat will sail right by the Golden Gate Bridge 
and will return to the dock after the fireworks 
show is over. It can get chilly at night so 
remember to bring a jacket!

Tickets are $60.00 per person. Space is 
limited, reserve your spot today by calling 1-
800-498-4228.

For more information about Adventure Cat 
Sailing Charters, visit:
www.adventurecat.com



Not missing the Culinary Event of the Season with the 

4th annual Tour de Cuisine Sunday, February 
15th, 5-10pm the evening event before the renowned 
Amgen Tour of California . This popular local event, 
celebrating the Amgen Tour of California , features 25 
restaurants and 25 wineries showcasing fine food and 
wine in the Big Bike Tent in downtown Sausalito . There 
will be a special dessert row, sake tasting, silent auction, 
hanging bike museum, special guests and back by 
popular request, The Bubble Lounge. And, new this year, 
a “Grown in Your Back Yard” section featuring select 
vendors from the Marin County Farmer’s Markets. Live 
music and dancing to the Sun Kings. Same great value 
as last year, only $75 per person for all-you-can-eat and 
drink! Proceeds from the Sausalito Stage Two Tour de 
Cuisine presented by AT&T will benefit the Marin County 
Bicycle Coalition, Trips for Kids and Sausalito Bikes for 
Kids. For tickets, call 415.289.4152 or visit 
www.tourofcalifornia-sausalito.com. For additional 
information on weekend events, call the Sausalito Race 
Hotline at 415-289-4109.

And Don’t Miss…

The 4TH Annual AMGEN Tour of California
Historic Crossing of the Golden Gate Bridge Stage 
Two – Sausalito to Santa Cruz on Monday, February 
16th at 8:30am. 

The race starts at 8:30 AM from downtown 
Sausalito in front of the Spinnaker and Gabrielson 
Park .  The cyclists will make two parade loops 
down Bridgeway to Caledonia and then head over 
the Golden Gate Bridge – the first time ever that a 
bike race has crossed the Bridge.  The cameras will 
be rolling and the world will be watching a race that 
now rivals the legendary Tour de France. Over 100 
professional cyclists will compete in the 9-day, 14-
city event, traversing more than 750 miles of 
challenging terrain from northern to southern 
California .



Holiday Inn Call Center Staff 
Visit The Bay Area

And Winchester Mystery
House

The Winchester Mystery House hosts many hotel/motel FAM 
tours throughout the year to help front desk staff and sales 
department employees familiarize themselves with San Jose’s #1 
attraction.
 Bruce Davidson, Director of Sales and Marketing at the Holiday 
Inn Express San Jose Airport recently made arrangements to 
bring Holiday Inn reservation center employees based in Salt 
Lake City, Utah to tour the Bay Area. The trip was designed to 
help staff members experience the bay area, and some of the 
products and services that are included in the hotel packages 
they’re selling to corporate and leisure travelers.

The Winchester Mystery House is well known to business and 
leisure travelers near and far. Helping the Holiday Inn Express 
San Jose Airport attract additional business to their hotel by 
including our Winchester Mystery House tickets in their 
Advertising Mix. “Including area restaurants and attractions sells 
more room nights, and helps keep repeat business steady,” says 
Bruce Davidson.

Schedule your Hotel FAM tour today by calling Winchester 
Mystery House at 408-247-2000 X33.

Are Your Room Packages And Ticket Programs 
Ready For Summer 2009?

The Winchester Mystery House Good 
Any Day Ticket Program helps your hotel up 
sell more room nights and more room packages. Order tickets for 
your hotel ticket program, and we’ll provide the following 
promotional items:
_ Ticket sleeves to distribute tickets in—with important guest 
information and an offer to add the Behind
The Scenes Tour at a discount.
_ 8½x11 Mini-poster with current pricing to show guests their 
savings.
_ “Stay another day” table tents to place in your rooms.
_ If your hotel includes a Winchester Mystery House Package 
description on its website, we will create a
link to it from our website… a great way for our companies to 
cross-promote each other!



Do you think of this as a recreation? These are tips of where to go 
in our local downtowns... for extraordinary wine tasting. 

Yes, wine tasting is a recreational activity now for the novice to experts 
(as in the movie Sideways). It is benefit to be in California where there is 
the most number of wineries than any state. 

Wine tasting does not have to be expensive nor do you have to drive 
long distances.  It is easier now, with wineries located in favorite 
downtowns of Silicon Valley, which we all enjoy.  

Remember, J Lohr Wine, in San Jose, Cinnabar Wine in Saratoga, and 
Flemming Jenkins Wine, in Los Gatos.  How cool is this?  

Did you know? 

Cinnabar's Tasting Room will be closed from Monday, February 2-12 
and reopen n Friday, February 13th.  It is fun and fabulous to visit, 
be sure visit after Feb 13!

No longer Backyard Wineries, Flemming Jenkins Wine Tasting Room 
re-opened on May 1, 2008 after remodeling. The tasting room, which is 
located at 45 West Main Street in downtown Los Gatos, is now open. 
Hours are Tuesday through Sunday 12 noon to 6 pm. 

Yes, try their special Victories      
Rose wine, created in for breast 
cancer research. When you 
purchase, dollars are donated to 
this research.

Yes, our very own J Lohr Wine, in San Jose, received great news on 
July 22 when Jerry Lohr was named Wine Industry Person of the Year at 
the 2008 San Luis Obispo County Wine Industry Awards. The honor was 
announced by the Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance in partnership 
with the Independent Grape Growers of Paso Robles, the San Luis 
Obispo Vintners Association and past award recipients, at the annual 
Mid-State Fair in Paso Robles.

Tired of wine?  
Just a little farther away in downtown Santa Cruz, you 
may spend time at 99 Bottles of Beer on the Wall 
Restaurant & Pub.  This is a great place to relax, eat 
delicious food, and talk with friends. It is located at 110 
Walnut Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060.  (831) 459-9999

It is great to have these incredible wine tasting rooms and 
pub available to us without long drives, local in our 
favorite downtowns of Silicon Valley. 

I hope to see you there soon!  
Donna West 
Lighthouse Tours
Become a fan and chat with me now online with 
questions and experiences at my Facebook page for 
Lighthouse Travel & Tours.  See you either wine or 
beer tasting or online!

Join Us at HAWGS SEAFOOD BAR
150 S. Second Street  -San Jose  -  

408.287.9955

Parking lot entrance is off 3rd street, directly beside the restaurant

Happy New Year!  Have you heard about our new 
Rewards program?  You can earn points from each meal
at Hawgs toward discount certificates worth up to $15 off 
you next meal.  Ask your server about signing up at your 
next visit or visit our website at 
www.HawgSeafoodBar.com

EAT MORE FISH
Did you make a New Year's resolution to eat a more 
healthy diet?  Hawgs fresh fish is a great way to start 
your healthy eating.  Since the year 2000, the American 
Heart Association has advised healthy adults to consume 
at least two servings of fish per week-particularly cold 
water, oily ones rich in EPA and DHA. Enjoy eating your 
fresh fish at Hawgs, ask your sever about the daily 
specials of fresh fish.



-fest                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                 

5 Things You Never Knew Your Cell Phone Could Do
For all the folks with cell phones. (This should be printed and kept in your car, purse, and wallet. Good information to have 

with you.)
There are a few things that can be done in times of grave emergencies.

Your mobile phone can actually be a lifesaver or an emergency tool for survival.  Check out the things that you can do 
with it:

FIRST  Emergency
The Emergency Number worldwide for Mobile is 112. If you find

Yourself out of the coverage area of your mobile network a and there is an
Emergency, dial 112 and the mobile will search any existing network to

Establish the emergency number for you, and interestingly, this number 112
can be dialed even if the keypad is locked. Try it out.

SECOND  Have you locked your keys in the car?
Does your car have remote keyless entry? This may come in handy someday. Good reason to own a cell phone:

If you lock your keys In the car and the spare keys are at home, call someone at home on
their cell phone from your cell phone. Hold your cell phone about a foot from your car door and have the person at your 

home press the unlock button, holding it near the mobile phone on their end. Your car will
unlock. Saves someone from having to drive your keys to you. Distance is no object. You could be hundreds of miles 
away, and if you can reach someone who has the other 'remote' for your car, you can unlock the doors (or the trunk).

Editor's Note: It works fine!
We tried it out and it unlocked  

Our car over a cell phone!'

THIRD  Hidden Battery Power
Imagine your cell battery is very low. To activate, press the keys *3370#. Your cell phone will restart with this reserve and 

the instrument will show a 50% increase in battery. This reserve will get charged when you
charge your cell phone next time.

FOURTH  How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone?
To check your Mobile phone's serial number, key in the following Digits on your phone: *#06#. A 15-digit code will appear 

on the screen. This number is unique to your handset. Write it down and keep it
somewhere safe.

When your phone gets stolen, you can phone your service provider and give them this code. They will then be able to 
block your handset so even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be totally useless. You probably won't get 

your phone back, but at least you know that whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If everybody does this, there would be 
no point in people stealing mobile phones.

FIFTH Free Directory Service for Cells
Cell phone companies are charging us $1.00 to $1.75 or more for 411 information calls when they don't have to. Most of us 

do not carry a telephone directory in our vehicle, which makes this situation even more of a problem. When you need to 

use the 411 information option, simply dial: (800)FREE411, or (800) 373-3411
without incurring any charge at all. Program this into your cell phone now.

112



THE GLASS IS HALF-FULL! 

Admittedly, these are not the best of times. We are reminded daily that the 
world economy – not just the US economy - is in turmoil and that consumer 
confidence – due to a myriad of events and negative statistics – is 
plummeting. Or is it? 
We, in the hospitality industry, have seen ups and downs and (that’s my 
prediction) will not succumb to all the gloom and doom talk. In fact I like to 
think that this is a unique opportunity to provide our clients with quality 
service they will remember when times are better again. Complacency has 
never been a trademark of our business. Rather, we pride ourselves of 
superior levels of service and for meeting our clients’ expectations. Having 
said this, let’s focus on having an up-to-date repertoire of information that 
will meet those expectations, completely, accurately, and with a “can-do” 
attitude and a smile. If you do, you will see your glass half full and that’s the 
way it should be! 

This is a New Year for SVCA and it is time again, to honor those 
businesses, which make the difference in Silicon Valley by giving us, in the 
concierge profession, reasons to be proud of being their partners and for 
recognizing them for their ingenuity, versatility and level of service. 
Soon you will be given a chance to vote for this year’s SVCA Hospitality 
Award candidates, an honor that will give the winners the recognition and 
visibility they deserve. So, be on the lookout for the ballot and cast your 
vote for the nominees of your choice. 
Just to refresh your memory, Valley Access Magazine will list the 2008
winners in this and upcoming editions. Here is a list of last year’s  first five 
categories’ winners: 

Best Attraction:   The Tech Museum of Innovation

Best Golf Course:   Coyote Creek Golf Club

Best Kept Secret:   San Jose Jazz Sunday Series

Best Museum:     Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum

Best Casual Restaurant: Sonoma Chicken Coop                           
Downtown San Jose

Details about the 2009 SVCA Hospitality Award Ceremony,
-Date and –Location will be announced soon in Valley Access Magazine. 

As we go to Press, you may want to make a note to yourself of an event 
that has become a San Jose trademark of technological innovation, 
creativity, and discovery:

GUS HOLWEGER  gusholweger@comcast.net                                  

CINEQUEST Film Festival 
February 25 – March 8, 2009 

Following is an excerpt of Cinequest’s press release that 
underlines and substantiates Cinequest’s reputation (this 
year’s theme is ‘Transform’): 

“Committed to serving more during times of social and 
economic change, Cinequest will transform via celebration, 
innovation, humor, love, provocation, and inspiration. Six 
hundred artists and innovators will unveil 150 films and 
forums to audiences projected to exceed 80,000. Events 
and screenings occur in spectacular venues within a four-
block radius, in thriving San Jose, CA (capital of Silicon 
Valley). Highlights include: 

 Films starring (I excerpt here): Jane Seymour, 
Frank Langella, Elliott Gould, 
Nandita Das, Garrison Keillor, Louis Gossett Jr., 
Tom Arnold, Tim Daly, etc. 

 72 U.S., North American, and World Premieres 
from 40 countries

 Hot topic Film & Innovation Forums: The Marriage 
of Internet & TV and the Third Dimension (is that 
appropriate for Silicon Valley or what?)

 Day of Writer featuring Richard Walter, Lew 
Hunter, Hal Ackerman & Maverick Spirit Award 
Recipient Diablo Cody

 An Evening of Film Comedy with Maverick Spirit 
Award Winner Kevin Pollack“

This program should make you and your guests salivate in 
anticipation! So, do mark your calendar for Cinequest 2009. 
For orders Online go to: www.cinequest.org
Ticket, event, schedule and venue information:

 Complete lineup and schedule at www.cinequest.org or 
via sophisticated Blackberry and iPhone applications at 
www.cinequest.org/mobile or simply by logging onto 
www.cinequest.org via your mobile device.

 Tickets and passes may also be purchased by phone 
(408) 295-FEST (3378) or online at 
www.cinequest.org.
Press releases and media guides at 
www.cinequest.org/press_room.php.

I welcome your comments or
 suggestions on  ‘Insiders’ Track’
GUS HOLWEGER  gusholweger@comcast.net                                  



www.dinahshotel.com

Le Papillon: Inspired French Cuisine
For those with discerning palates, finding an extraordinary restaurant 
is like searching for a soul mate: You need to go through a lot of 
candidates before you find the one who leaves you with stars in your 
eyes. Le Papillon, a San Jose  destination for more than 30 years, is 
that restaurant. 

Founded in 1977 by Mike Mashayekh, Le Papillon is easy to fall in 
love with. Its décor and atmosphere are classically refined; its staff is 
warm and attentive; its selection of French and California wines is 
exceptional; and its contemporary French cuisine is consistently top-
drawer in its preparation and presentation. It has garnered numerous 
accolades over the years, including high Zagat ratings and inclusion 
in the prestigious DiRoNA Awards publications.
Much of the restaurant’s success can be attributed to the culinary 
mastery of executive chef Scott Cooper, whose artistry has guided 
the kitchen for nearly two decades. While rooted in French tradition, 
Cooper’s style is globally inspired and fully dedicated to freshness, 
resulting in a menu that is both exciting and exquisite. 
Updated frequently to reflect seasonal ingredients as well as Cooper’s 
latest innovations—often using his own renditions of foaming or sous-
vide techniques—the menu offers the choice of both à la carte items 
as well as a regularly changing, multi-course tasting menu. 
For the ultimate experience, go for the tasting menu and opt for the 
accompanying wine pairings. Each course of this adventure delivers 
new combinations for your taste buds to explore while leading you 
seamlessly to the next. The key to full enjoyment is to take your time, 
savoring every aspect of your meal in true European style. This was 
our approach on one recent evening, and still the three hours spent 
over our meal went by much too quickly. 
Any meal at Le Papillon begins with amuse-bouches—
single, bite-sized appetizers that vary daily according to the 
inspirations of the chef. We were treated to tender shrimp topped with 
tangerine compote, as well as savory house-made mortadella
encrusted with pistachios. These delightful preludes prepared our 
palates for the feast to follow. 
Cooper’s sense of fusion was apparent in our appetizers: a ceviche of 
Hokkaido scallop served with browned butter powder, as well as the 
sashimi-inspired, creamy hamachi tartare, accompanied by fresh 
avocado and tiny slices of hard-boiled quail egg. Equally fresh, and 
manifesting Cooper’s unique combinations of textures and flavors, 
were two other appetizers: A sturgeon panna cotta topped with 
sturgeon roe and caviar provided a marvelous balance of sweet and 
savory, soft and crunchy, while a seared ahi tuna and foie gras 
appetizer brought together the firm-fleshed tuna’s mild flavor and 
luxurious richness of the foie gras with a slightly sweet black Corinth 
grape glaze. We were also served a steamed linguine “turban:” a 
dainty al dente pasta nest holding a firm Gulf prawn in a deliciously 
milky, cognac-truffle cream.

For entrees, the barely-roasted Japanese Kobe New York Strip beef 
with maitake mushrooms sautéed in a red-wine reduction was 
outstanding, as was the grass-fed buffalo from Wyoming’s Durham 
Ranch. Grilled, topped with a Syrah-based jus and paired with 
crunchy cocoa nibs, the buffalo had an earthy, nutty taste. We also 
sampled the New Zealand Tai snapper—a wonderful sea bream with 
a slightly sweet taste and velvety texture.  Pan-roasted and served 
with its crispy skin in a light crustacean nage with aromatic herb-
stuffed pasta, the delicate flavors worked beautifully together.

(Article in the February issue of Discover Silicon Valley magazine)

While the savory aspects of the meal justifiably received the most attention, 
our desserts also deserve their place in the spotlight. The grand finale to 
our evening included white chocolate “logs,” whose buttery, sugary flavor 
was counterbalanced by a fragrant and tangy passion fruit sauce; juicy, 
jewel-like persimmon slices sautéed with macadamia nuts and served with 
a dollop of mascarpone cream; and a light-as-air hazelnut semifreddo 
drizzled with melted chocolate. 
Dining at Le Papillon leaves you glowing with contentment. It's a tribute to
Mashayekh's commitment to excellence and Cooper's creativity that Le 
Papillon has so consistently held a spot at the apex of Bay Area dining.
Details: Open for lunch: Fri, 11:30-2:30; Dinner: nightly.
Private rooms for 10-100; Catering offered.
410 Saratoga Ave., San Jose
(408) 296-3730; www.lepapillon.com

Ballet San Jose:  Talent Unveiled
You may have seen Ballet San Jose’s dancers on stage performing their 
hearts out during productions such as Carmina Burana, Blue Suede Shoes 
and The Nutcracker, but with Hidden Talents (Feb 26-Mar 1), some of 
them take on additional roles behind the scenes, calling all the shots. 
This special showcase features a full-length program of five world-premiere 
ballets choreographed by company dancers Karen Gabay, Tiffany Glenn, 
Alexsandra Meijer, Preston Dugger and Dalia Rawson.  These works 
reflect each dancer’s personal style and vision, and promise to engage 
viewers on an exciting journey of discovery.
Gabay, a principal dancer whose accomplishments include a number of 
starring roles in a diverse repertoire as well as several of her own 
choreographic works, presents 2-2 Tango—a work which intertwines 
tango-based music artists and choreography with classical ballet, and 
includes such familiar tunes as “La Cumparsita” in the score. 
For her piece, Legends, Ballet San Jose soloist Glenn took inspiration from 
the blockbuster movie Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. 
Glenn, who had previously danced with the Dance Theatre of Harlem’s 
Dancing Through Barriers Ensemble, presents her personal blend of 
classical, modern, jazz and African-American movement. Her emotional 
score includes three songs by R&B sensation John Legend.
Meijer’s untitled contemporary ballet on pointe for four couples focuses on 
the theme of relationships and features Loop!Station, a Bay Area duo that 
plays their blend of classical and New Age music on stage alongside the 
dancers. Meijer is another company principal who’s had several prime 
roles in ballets like The Firebird and Swan Lake.
Dugger, a soloist with BSJ who previously worked with the Dance Theatre 
of Harlem, Ballet Met and the Oakland Ballet, presents his piece, 
Languishing for Love. Set to the haunting music of Icelandic song stress 
Björk, Dugger’s work explores relationships, centering on a male dancer 
going through tough times and a female dancer who offers her support. 
And finally, Rawson’s work Fèm, which translates to “metal” in Hungarian, 
is a contemporary ballet featuring women on pointe. Rawson, who was a 
member of the company from 1991 to 2005 and now serves as rehearsal 
assistant and an instructor in the ballet school, was inspired by life in the 
studio and the dancers themselves.
This unusual program is not only a once-in-a-lifetime experience for the 
audience, but also a revealing glimpse into the personalities—and 
talents—of the dancers that San Jose knows and loves so well.

When:  
Feb 26-Mar 1: Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 1:30pm
Where: 
San Jose Center for Performing Arts, 255 Almaden Blvd.
tickets/info:  
408/288-2800; www.balletsanjose.org

--Stephanie  Soong
Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
stephanie@explorepublishing.com



SUPPORT 
OUR SPONSORS
Airship Ventures
www.airshipventures.com

Artsopolis
www.artsopolis.com

Chateau Marie Antoinette Wines
www.cmawines.com

Children’s Discover Museum of 
San Jose
www.cdm.org

Clarion Hotel San Jose Airport
www.clarionsj.com

Dinah’s Garden Hotel
www.dinahshotel.com

Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
www.explorepublishing.com/

E&O Trading Company
www.eotrading.com

El Paseo Limousine
www.elpaseolimo.com

Garden Court Hotel of Palo Alto
www.gardencourt.com

Gilroy Visitors Bureau
www.gilroyvisitor.org

Guglielmo Winery
guglielmowinery.com

JoMar Labs
www.jomarlabs.com

Los Altos History Museum
www.losaltoshistory.org

Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce
www.morganhill.org

Royal Coach Tours
www.Royal-Coach.com

Santa Clara CVB & Chamber of 
Commerce
www.santaclara.org

San Jose CVB
www.sanjose.org

Silicon Valley Tour Guides Association
www.svtourguides.com

Silvercreek Sportplex San Jose
www.silvercreeksportsplex.com

Your Personal Concierge
www.pattianderson.com

BOARD OF MEMBERS
Executive Board
Mori Mandis
President
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Anthony Aguilar, V.P.
Director of Communications
& Membership
svcaemail@yahoo.com

Director of Administration
Marianna Khienkina
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

David Erskine
Director of Finance
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Randy Zechman
Director of Marketing
randyZ@world2do.com

Advisors to the Board
Shozo Kagoshima
Winchester Mystery House
Anna Morris
Past President
Hyatt Regency – Santa Clara

Board Members
Shawna Dedrick
Lynn Dyche
Linda Edvenson 
Nathan Emmett
Gus Holweger
Maria Lange
Jeffrey Phillips
Lillian Scoyen
Missy Singer
Victor Solanoy
June Suzuki
Donna West

SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTORS

EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Mori Mandis
svcaconcierge@yahoo.com

Susannah Greenwood (Arts Corner)
www.artsopolis.com

DISCOVER SILICON VALLEY MAGAZINE
christine@explorepublishing.com

Gus Holweger (Insiders' Track)
gusholweger@comcast.net

Marianna Khienkina, 
Redevelopment City of San Jose 
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) 
Lighthouse Travel & Tours 
www.lighthouse-tours.com

SVCA Web-site
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com

       

Convention Information Site:

San Jose McEnery Convention Center
and Cultural Facilities       (408) 277-5277
www.sjcc.com/

Santa Clara Convention Center
www.santaclara.org/conventioncenter/cal
endar.cfm

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH


