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FREE ADMISSIONS

Connoisseurs' Marketplace (23rd annual), Menlo Park, Ca
When:  July 18-19, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (3rd weekend in July)
What: This popular festival of the arts celebrates the best of 
summer in style with live jazz, r&b, and rock 'n roll music, a 
juried show with fine art and one-of-a-kind crafts by 250 of 
America's best artists, festive food and drink with premium 
wines, microbrews and margaritas, health and wellness 
displays, an organic and green products showcase, home and 
garden exhibits, the captivating kids' fun zone with fun, games 
and amusements. Admission is free.

Where: Santa Cruz Ave between El Camino Real and 
Johnson St, Menlo Park Info-Line: 650-325-2818/Web: 
www.miramarevents.com

Starlight Cinemas and Post Street Summertime 
Blues Calendar Release” Casablanca” July 15, Post 
Street – downtown San Jose Free outdoor movies 
shown at dusk Wednesdays, June 10-Aug 26

July 16 free outdoor concert features Pato Banton
Shows each Thursday, June 4 - Aug. 27

Scion’s Music in the Park concert series presented by 
Dos Equis

July 23 show features Matt Nathanson
Free outdoor concerts each Thursday, June 4 - Aug. 27

Scion’s Music in the Park concert series – Produced by 
San Jose Downtown Association 

 Show is July 16, 5:30-9:15 p.m. 
 Plaza de Cesar Chavez, Market and San 

Fernando streets, downtown San Jose 
 Concerts are free to the general public 
 Food and drink are available at the show. 
 Call (408) 279-1775 or check 

www.sjdowntown.com for details. 

Bookmark it & refer to it daily. Play with the 
buttons.
weather.unisys.com/satellite/sat_ir_enh_we
st_loop-12.html

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 009
PARK PLACE RESTAURANT

ADJACENT TO THE CYPRESS HOTEL
CUPERTINO

The official kick-off for our 2009 Saturday Sails begins on June 
13th and wraps up on September 26th, offering two daily sails at 1:00 
and 2:30. This is great way to get away for an hour and see Santa 
Cruz from a different vantage point. Don't miss this opportunity to 
show the beauty of Monterey Bay to your out of town guests.

Our Special Sails will certainly sell out - be sure to reserve early! To 
get information, check availability and purchase tickets for public sails 
visit us at www.oneillyachtcharters.com.    To purchase by phone call 
our ticketing company, Zerve, at 800-979-3370.                      
Happy Sailing! The Team O’Neill Crew



Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

www.mountainwinery.com/concerts
Hawgs is now offering live Jazz every Friday night from 8-11 PM.  Come and enjoy!!

Starting June 5, 2009
Hawgs is now offering live Jazz every Friday night from 8-11 PM.  Come and enjoy!!

Starting June 5, 2009 SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Contact Information & Dues:
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050
E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

Your Personal Santana Row Shopper 

Need help finding that perfect something at The Row?  Let our Personal Santana Row 
Shopper assist you! Whether it’s a special gift, a classic suit, or a basic black dress, The Row 
Personal Shoppers are ready to find what you need! The best part is it’s fast, it’s easy, and it’s 
COMPLIMENTARY.

Simply visit SantanaRow.com to send a detailed request to the Concierge Center.  The 
Personal Shoppers will search Santana Row retailers and put together a selection of items that 
match the description and price range within 48 hours. For more information call the Santana 
Row Concierge at 408.551.4611. We look forward to assisting you with your shopping needs!

Santana Row’s 5th Annual Fall Fashion in the Park

Sept 11, 6 p.m. Sept 12, 2 & 6 p.m.

Fashionistas, mark your calendars for the South Bay’s most 
anticipated style event of the year—Santana Row’s 5th annual 
Fall Fashion in the Park, two days of runway shows, 
exclusive parties and special shopping events featuring the 
must-haves of the season. 

Tickets for each show are $40 and include a runway fashion 
show, pre-show wine & hors d’oeuvre reception, a private 
shopping boutique and a post-show soiree. VIP tickets, which 
also include reserved front row seating, complimentary valet 
parking and champagne served to you right at your seat, are 
$60 per show.
Tickets go on sale August 1st at www.santanarow.com or by 
visiting the Santana Row Concierge!



Free. Active. Healthy. Local, in our very own Neighborhoods.

Are you looking for a fun, engaging one-of-a-kind activity this 
summer where you connect with other interesting, healthy people 
and be involved with the community?  

Volunteer at the 2009 Summer National Senior Games  

It is evident that the retired, senior person image is being 
exchanged with the active, healthy lifestyle of 55 & older group of 
people.  And, this group is found at the 2009 Summer National 
Senior Games.  Did you know there are 10,000 fifty-five & older 
adults coming to the San Francisco Bay Area to compete in the 
Senior Games from August 1 – 15?   

Summer National Senior Games have been held every other year 
since the first Games in 1987; which was held in St Louis, MO.  The 
famous entertainer, Bob Hope, opened the Games for 2,500 
athletes, managers, friends and family.  The National Senior 
Games Association (NSGA), a non-profit association, is a member 
of the US Olympic Committee, and has appointed a local committee 
to arrange the Games in the San Francisco Bay Area led by Anne 
Warner Cribbs.  

Athletes must participate in related local State events in the “off 
years” before this event.  The Games will view competition sports, 
like Swimming, Track and Field and Triathlon, throughout the Bay 
Area with the central point held at Stanford University.  

Demonstration sports like Sailing may be found in the city, San 
Francisco, at St. Francis Yacht Club and Fencing on Treasure 
Island. San Jose offers Bowling with their new state-of-the-art 
bowling center.  Open and closing ceremonies and assorted events 
will be visible throughout the Games. 

There are openings for volunteers available in assorted different 
positions.  *Sign up for positions on the 2009 Summer National 
Senior Games website for at least two shifts, and get acquainted 
with other active, healthy, 55 and older adults this summer. (Please 
note that you do not have to be 55 & older to volunteer.)

How to sign up now: 

1. Copy and paste this link in your browser:  
http://www.2009seniorgames.org/become-a-
volunteer

2. Follow the easy instructions to sign up, and 
choose positions and activities you want to 
assist with. 

3. Remember to select a volunteer orientation 
class from several choices to attend and find 
out what to do.  

Tell your friends about this fun opportunity & participate 
with the 2009 Summer National Senior Games.

Volunteer, have fun, and get acquainted with numerous 
interesting people. Join in with these active and healthy, 
55 and older adults, competing in various games.  

And, it is Free.  

I hope to see you there!  Have a great summer, locally!  
Remember to try new activities by turning left instead of 
right on your paths this summer.  

Contact:  
Bonnie Luftig
Volunteer Director, (650) 323-9400
www.2009seniorgames.org
bluftig@2009seniorgames.org

Donna West
Lighthouse Tours
“Preparing for the Rebound”

Creating the Mood YouWant, 
from an Elegant Trio to a 

Swinging Sextet 
A guide to help you and your friends preview the 

Magnolia Jazz Band

Please catch us in action soon. Visit our Facebook Page, 
register as a "fan", and you'll receive a quick email reminder 
before each of our public appearances. Want to catch us in 
action? Please visit my Facebook Page, become a fan, and 
you'll receive an update for each of our public appearances.

robbie@magnoliajazz.com

Magnolia Jazz Band



NEW WINERY OPENING IN LOS GATOS
OFFERS UNIQUE TASTING EXPERIENCE

LOS GATOS, CALIFORNIA – a new winery elegantly styled 
after an Italian Villa is opening in Los Gatos and has a unique 
offering for the Santa Cruz Mountain winery area.

Living up to the definition of its name – “Regale:  to entertain 
lavishly with food and drink,” the winery focuses on the belief 
that wine is food and worthy of celebration.  Adhering to an Old 
World style of ambiance, the winery boasts hand painted 
fresco murals, quality construction, state-of-the-art wine 
making equipment, and what will be a breath-taking landscape 
plan featuring a spiral herb garden, lavender fields, bocce ball 
court, outdoor fire pit, fruit orchards, and many quaint sitting 
areas.

Besides the beautiful facility, a unique aspect is that wine 
tasting includes quality food pairings – most of which will come 
from the wood fired pizza oven right next to the outdoor tasting 
bar.  The on-site organic garden will provide a majority of the 
fresh ingredients – including estate grown and pressed oil olive 
from the many trees on the property.  The fee for tasting, 
including food, is $25 per person.  This may be a common 
offering in Napa Valley, but in the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
Regale is the only winery offering this type of wine 
experience.  There is a wine only tasting option for $15.

Regale Winery is now finishing construction with landscaping 
still under way, but is expecting to be fully complete in July.  In 
the meantime, they are open for tastings, by appointment, on 
Saturdays and Sundays from Noon to 6:00 p.m.  Groups of 12 
can be accommodated, and the fee is $25 per person with the 
food pairing.

 If you’d like more information winery, please contact 
Patti Rice at (408) 354-6596 or patti@regalewine.com.

Regale Winery and Vineyards
24040 Summit Road, Los Gatos, CA  95030
(408) 353-2500  www.regalewine.com

World 2 Do
10-year 

anniversary
August 2009

10 years ago, World 2 Do was born. Production 
of What 2 Do™ and Where 2 Stay™ guides started 
showing up in hotels throughout Silicon Valley. 
Today the What 2 Do™ Guide can be found in 
every hotel in Silicon Valley- that is 174 hotels. 
What 2 Do™ is the largest visitor information 
provider in Silicon Valley.

We want to have a celebration to thank the entire 
industry for helping us grow and provide much 
needed knowledge and expertise in the area of 
visitor information. The entire Silicon Valley 
Concierge Association is invited (SVCA)

This August 2009- World 2 Do will host the largest 
hospitality party in over a decade. We will have 
chocolate fountains, margarita machines, 
magicians, live music, comedy, gourmet food from 
renowned local restaurants, wine, prizes, and gifts.
Look in the August VAM for complete details of 
time and place. An email invitation will also be 
sent.

Feel free to contact, Randy Zechman-
RandyZ@World2Do.com for more information.

841 Blossom Hill Road Suite 100 •  San Jose, CA  95123  • (408) 972-1204  •  Fax (408) 629-3640  •
www.songmanentertainment.com



"Annual NACE Dine-Around"
Tues, July 21,  6–10pm

Our Progressive Dinner Party at 
Three Hot, New Restaurants in 
downtown Mountain View.

We’ll start the evening at “Xahn” Restaurant (110 Castro 
St.) for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres then shuttle down to 
“Cantankerous Fish”(400 Castro) for our entrée. We’ll 
shuttle back to “Kitchen Table”(142 Castro) for dessert.
Menu to be announced soon.

Please register now.
$55/member, $65/prospective member (for first 3 visits), 
and $75/prospective member (after 3rd visit). 

RSVP online (it's easy -- just 5 clicks) or call 408-736-2141
by noon on Fri, July 17, and mail your check to Treasurer: 
Naomi Salowe, 1669-2 Hollenbeck Ave #236, Sunnyvale, 
CA 94087.

Bay Area native Alex Ramon will celebrate quite the homecoming 
when he appears in the Bay this August (August 12-16 at 
ORACLE Arena, Oakland, August 16-23 at HP Pavilion at San 
Jose). He has been traveling the country with Ringling Bros & 
Barnum and Bailey as the magical Zingmaster in the 139th Edition 
of the Greatest Show on Earth, ZING ZANG ZOOM. This 
astounding young magician turns an impish clown into a ferocious 
tiger, teaches some lucky young magical apprentices to levitate 
their parents, and makes a 4 ton Asian Elephant vanish into thin 
air in the center of the ring. And he's not alone - Alex's sister Leah 
Christiana, a former Raiderette joins him in this tour as a trapeze 
artist, and in many other roles.

“CLOWN COLLEGE” -- ALL ACCESS PRE-SHOW
(60 minutes prior to each show)

After visiting with the animals behind-the-scenes, ticket holders 
can step onto the arena floor and enroll in “Clown College” – a 
chance to mix and mingle with performers (two-legged and four) 
and attempt the awe-inspiring activities that make the circus come 
alive. Fabulous photo opportunities abound as family members rub 
elbows with Ringling Bros. clowns, glamorous dancers, and 
acclaimed acrobats.

Wine Paired Dinner with Black Ridge Vineyards

6:00 Friday July 31st  2009 6:00PM to 9:00PM   

Join us for an unprecedented evening of sensually adventurous cuisine 
and wine pairing featuring Black Ridge Vineyards. 
RESTAURANT O® will be hosting this amazing dinner at the historic La 
Hacienda in Los Gatos.

To Purchase tickets($125) please call Jennifer at 408.354.3131.

07/31/09, Los Gatos, Black Ridge Vineyards: Wine Paired Dinner
09/11/09, Los Gatos, Testarossa Vineyards: Wine Paired Dinner
TBD, Los Gatos, Regale Vineyards: Wine Paired Dinner
TDB, Saratoga, Uncorked: Wine Paired Tasting
TBD, Los Gatos, Fleming Jenkins: Wine Paired Tasting



Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum:                                                              
Mystery and Enlightenment:

Descending into the ancient tomb of Khnumhotep, a provincial Egyptian 
politician, your heartbeat quickens as you take in the sights and sounds—
the flickering torches that light your path, the wall paintings depicting final 
judgment in the afterlife, the wind blowing through the subterranean 
chambers—and then come across the empty treasure chamber, long since 
raided by grave robbers. 

No, you’re not Indiana Jones, and you’re not even in Egypt. You’re actually 
exploring a life-size composite replica of rock-cut tombs at the Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum in San Jose. This fascinating museum, the largest of its 
kind west of the Mississippi River, offers an educational passport to an 
ancient lost world with its vast collection of everyday and religious objects, 
artwork, textiles, mummies and more. 

The museum was founded in 1928 by Dr. H. Spencer Lewis, president of 
the Rosicrucian Order, AMORC (Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae 
Crucis), an organization dedicated to studying natural laws in order to live 
in harmony with them. 

As you step onto the grounds and enter the museum, which is modeled 
after the temple of Amun in Karnak, Egypt, you feel as if you’re about to 
embark on a journey of discovery. And indeed you are: in the Afterlife 
Gallery, you’ll find sarcophagi, funerary objects, mummies, including one of 
a child, and the entrance to Khnumhotep’s replica tomb. The tomb then 
leads you into the Daily Life and Trade exhibit, where you’ll find an 
assortment of everyday objects, such as hand mirrors, playing boards for 
senet, the Egyptian equivalent of backgammon, and more. 

Next is the Shrines Gallery, which reveals how Egyptians paid homage to 
their gods, including Sekhmet, as well as Aten, the sun god of the 
monotheistic religion championed by pharaoh Amenhotep IV. This gallery 
includes a model of the Djoser step pyramid complex in Egypt, and a 
Ptolemaic-era bronze Sekhmet statuette. 

Little did Lewis know that this statuette would kick off the collection of a 
museum teeming with more than 4,000 items today, and whose grounds 
even include a planetarium. Here, you can view the film “The Mithraic 
Mysteries,” (showing daily at 2pm with a second showing Sat-Sun at 
3:30pm) about the Roman Mithraic mystery religion, as well as “Two 
Pieces of Glass,” (presented hourly, on the hour daily) about the history of 
the telescope and its impact on astronomy 

Be sure to save enough time to explore the expansive grounds and stop by 
the Peace Garden, in the authentic tradition of the 18th dynasty of ancient 
Egypt. The sanctuary also has a reflection pool for meditation and a 
viewing dais, a raised platform that provides shade on hot summer days. 
Want to read more? Then pay a visit to the park’s extensive research
library. 

One thing is for certain: After your first visit, your inner explorer will want 
you to return again and again to learn even more about this intriguing 
civilization.

Special event:  Visit July 18-19 when the museum hosts its annual 
Egyptian Epagomenal Festival. The ancient calendar included 360 days, 
plus five additional days (called epagomenal, or “out of time”) during which 
gods and goddesses such as Osiris, Isis and Horus were born. 
1342 Naglee Ave., San Jose, Mon-Fri, 9-5; Sat-Sun, 11-6. Garden open 
from 8-sunset. 408/947-3636; www.egyptianmuseum.org

By: Stephanie Soong, Discover Silicon Valley Magazine

The Sunnyvale Chamber of Commerce is again hosting the 
Summer Business Boardwalk this summer in conjunction with 
the Sunnyvale Downtown Association's Music & Market 
Summer Series. The Boardwalk will be on Washington Avenue 
between Sunnyvale and Murphy Avenues.

website at www.svcoc.org



Will Hotel, City  and State Tourism taxes in the Bay area kill the 
Convention Business? 
When I lived in Chicago in the eighties, the city had acquired a reputation 
of not being ‘convention-friendly’. Here was a city that had, not unlike San 
Francisco, Santa Clara and San Jose, a wealth of attractions, superb 
restaurants, a lot of cultural diversity, and hospitable and friendly citizens.
 It turned out that the reasons many interested companies and 
associations chose to hold their convention elsewhere were the costs. 
Exhibitors had to use union labor for just about any task related to 
attending a convention. Equally important were the city- imposed tourism 
and hotel taxes. When added to the other expenses for holding a 
convention it made cities other than Chicago more attractive. . 
In 2008 San Jose raised its room tax for hotels to 14%. San Francisco 
currently has the same tax rate, supplemented by a $0.25 per room night 
(California), and a $.015 per room night (S.F), tourism tax. Santa Clara’s 
tax is currently at 9.565 %. 
The logic in the view of city councils, CVBs and committees in all of this is, 
I think, that convention attendees are on expense accounts, are not likely 
to be repeat guests, and may therefore not pay particular attention to the 
total cost of their stay at a particular property. Nor are hotels seemingly 
concerned that their occupancy rates might be adversely affected by a 
14% room tax and other charges.
I think this reasoning may be fallacious when carried too far. Current 
economic conditions have caused many companies to cut back on 
conventions and meetings. Some have cancelled such events altogether. 
In the aggregate, when adding to hotel room taxes,  restaurant taxes, and 
the costs for local transportation, entertainment etc. you will readily 
recognize that meeting planners may look for lower-cost locations for 
planning their product launch, sales meeting, or trade-show.
Let’s not assume that the many attractions (even a possible move of the 
49ers football team to the South Bay), the  natural beauty of our area, or 
the climate alone will make meeting planners oblivious to what it may cost 
to hold their firm’s or clients’ convention in the Bay Area. 

Attractions/Events to note in July/August ………

 Downtown Campbell – Third Friday Artwalk from 6-9 pm
It is a casual, “tour-on-your-own” style art walk and a great opportunity 
to visit with the artists and view their works in a friendly, casual 
atmosphere. There are ten downtown Art Galleries – and excellent 
restaurants on the main drag: Campbell Ave (where else!?). For 
details go the web: www.downtowncampbellartwalk.com
 Los Gatos’ 2009 Jazz Series 
Jazz on the Plaza Wednesdays 6:30 – 8:30 P.M. ; Music in the 
Park Sundays 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. 

This is the seventh season of “jazz on the plazz” and the ?the year of  
“Music in the Park” summer concert series. Theater Publications program 
booklet states: “The Mission of Los Gatos Music and Arts (a 501(c) (3) Non 
Profit entity) is to serve as an umbrella organization for music and arts 
programs”. It is directed by Jonathan Knowles, Chairman of the Board Los 
Gatos Music and Arts, Teri Hope Co-Executive Producer and Michael 
Jacobi, Co-Executive Producer. Admission to both, “Jazz on the Plazz” and 
“Music in the Park” is free! For details go on the web:  
www.jazzontheplazz.com  

 AT & T San Jose Jazz. Fest, August 7 – 9, 2009
The organizers of this year’s ‘Jazz Fest’ have this to 
say about it: “It’s party time! Forget about the economy 
and have fun. The sounds of jazz return to downtown 
San Jose from Friday afternoon to Sunday evening, 
music lovers will converge on the heart of Silicon Valley 
to enjoy three days of jazz, blues, salsa, Latin, R & B, 
electronica and may other forms of contemporary 
music.” 
If you have never attended – here are some tips: 
Take a folding chair and portable umbrella with you and 
come early so that you can sit in front of the main stage 
to hear performers such as Dee Dee Bridgewater, 
SambaDa etc. 
Enjoy culinary delights from the many vendors 
surrounding Cesar Chavez 
Plaza or bring your own picnic basket
Give yourself enough time to go to the many other 
stages. Come to think of it: you may want to join the 
crowd dancing the Salsa at the Salsa stage! 
For details go to: www.jazzfest.sanjosejazz.org

 Foreign Cinema Restaurant in San Francisco
When you enter Foreign Cinema on 2534 Mission 
Street, you will first come by ‘Laszlo’s Bar, (you may 
recall this name from the famous movie “Casablanca” 
with Ingrid Bergman and Humphrey Bogart). You may 
have your aperitif at Laszlo’s or you may proceed to the 
Foreign Cinema restaurant for your libations and its 
award-winning, seasonal, Mediterranean-influenced 
California cuisine. It will be paired – if you so choose –
with select wines from the region. 
What distinguishes this restaurant from the many other 
good eateries in the Mission district, is its ambiance, 
décor and foreign films, which you may view while you, 
enjoy the culinary delights. They are projected onto a 
giant wall in the back of the restaurant. Guests who 
want to see a movie (with English subtitles – of course) 
will get speakers at their table so that other guests who 
prefer to concentrate on the delicious menu items won’t 
be disturbed. The Maitre ‘D won’t guarantee that your 
table will have a perfect view of the screen. So come 
early if you want to have the benefit of delicious food
and a movie.
On Thursday, August 20, Foreign Cinema Restaurant 
celebrates its 10th Anniversary. My guess is that it will 
be a special event in all aspects. You may want to 
make a note of it. Reservations are available for all 
party sizes and can be made by calling (415) 648-
7600. 

For details go on the web:www.foreigncinema.com  

I hope you had a most enjoyable Independence Day and –
Night with fireworks, BBQ etc. Wishing you a great summer 
2009

Gus Holweger
Comments/suggestions: gusholweger@comcast.net



By: Stephanie Soong, Discover Silicon Valley Magazine

Fertile Ground:  Theatreworks’ New Works Festival

Innovation is a constant pursuit at TheatreWorks, the nationally acclaimed 
Mountain View-based theater company, and its New Works Festival (July 
15-Aug 23) has offered fertile ground for cutting-edge productions and 
talent. Now in its eighth year, this “incubator” for new works will showcase 
readings of six new musicals and plays; live concerts; playwright 
showcases; a talk with founding artistic director Robert Kelley and more. 

The festival, held at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern Theater, is part of the 
company’s New Works Initiative. Many works that have developed under 
the initiative have gone on to great success—such as Memphis, a rock 
musical, which debuts on Broadway this fall.

At the center of the festival is the world premiere of Tinyard Hill (July 15-
Aug 16), a country-themed musical set in the 60s, by Tommy Newman and 
Mark Allen. The production, which kicks off TheatreWorks’ 40th season, is 
about a blacksmith in the 1960s whose rural life is turned upside down with 
the arrival of a beautiful stranger and a draft notice.

The festival then expands in August with “script in hand” readings of three 
new plays and musicals, including The Sparrow and the Birdman by 
Raquel Bitton and Christ Smith (Aug 3, 7:30pm), a drama about Edith Piaf 
and Jean Cocteau; and Tales from the Bad Years by Kait Kerrigan and 
Brian Lowdermilk (Aug 19 & 23, 7:30pm; Aug 22, 8pm), a funny musical 
about twenty-somethings. 

Rounding out the fun are concerts by  Broadway star Maureen McGovern 
(Aug 6, 8pm) and singer-songwriter Vienna Teng (Aug 14, 8pm), as well as 
special events such as the Young Playwrights Showcase (Aug 9, 2pm). 
When: July 15-Aug 23,Where : Lucie  Stern Theater, 1305 
Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, more info: 650/463-1960; 
www.theatreworks.org

Bella Mia: Life is beautiful

If you were to list the essentials of the ideal Italian meal, they would include 
not only delicious food and drink, but also a convivial atmosphere in which 
to enjoy them. Bella Mia supplies all of these ingredients with its warm 
atmosphere, group-friendly facilities, and fresh take on California-Italian 
cuisine. 

Set inside an historic building in downtown San Jose, Bella Mia, which 
translates to “my beautiful,” has two spacious main dining areas and a patio 
for outdoor seating on the first floor, supplemented by elegant banquet 
facilities on the second floor. The décor is tony, with dark-wood furniture 
and wainscoting, brick walls and cushy green banquettes, but don’t let the 
genteel appearance deceive you into thinking you need to dress up to dine 
here. The restaurant is noted for its casual, friendly atmosphere. 

Bella Mia has been a go-to place for dining and events since 1985, and it’s 
not just the atmosphere that draws people in: The freshly prepared food, 
using local and seasonal ingredients, is the main draw, abetted by the 
impressive wine list. Good food, drink and friendship make life worth 
celebrating, and Bella Mia is always a fine place to enjoy them. 

58 S. First St., San Jose, more INFO: 408/280-1993; www.bellamia.com
Parking validation available for up to two hours

July 7-12: San Jose Rep presents Forbidden Broadway, the 
snarky, runaway-hit comedy revue that parodies and celebrates 
American musical theater. Watch as your favorite musicals, such 
as Avenue Q, Wicked, Little Shop of Horrors, Les Miserables, 
Mamma Mia! and The Producers get skewered onstage. It’s a gut-
busting good time! Tues, 7:30; Wed-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 3 & 8pm; Sun, 
2pm. (San Jose: 101 Paseo de San Antonio; 408/367-7255)

July 9-12: Hot San Jose Nights. Classic cars are the highlight of 
this family-friendly celebration. See an impressive display of 
vintage autos, motorcycles and trucks; sign up for a car cruise to 
various destinations, including the Capitol 6 Drive-In and the San 
Jose Flea Market; check out the automotive swap meet and car 
corral; see military tank displays, show car displays, and lots of 
vendors and exhibits; and more. Thurs, 12-9; Fri-Sat, 9-8; Sun, 9-
5. (San Jose: South Hall, 435 S. Market St.; 408/615-1454)

July 11-12: San Jose Obon Festival. Held in one of three 
remaining Japantowns in the United States, this is the biggest 
event for one of San Jose's most storied neighborhoods. Come 
experience Japan's rich cultural heritage with live performances by 
San Jose Chidori Band and San Jose Taiko; dancers clad in 
ceremonial kimonos and hapi coats; delicious Japanese food; 
game booths; cultural exhibits; and more. Sat, 12-10; Sun, 12-8.
(San Jose: Japantown, 640 N. Fifth St.; 408/293-9292) 

July 11-14: Bastille Day. Santana Row and Left Bank Brasserie 
team up in celebration of this significant French holiday with a four-
day festival. With events like French cooking demonstrations; a 
tournament of Petanque, a popular French game; live 
performances by Opera San Jose; and a European-style circus 
performance; you’ll be saying “vive la France” in no time. Various 
times. (San Jose: Santana Row, Winchester & Stevens Creek 
Blvd.; 408/551-4611)

July 14-19: San Jose Rep presents The Second City. Chicago’s 
legendary comedy theater group comes to San Jose to tackle hot 
button issues with sidesplitting clarity through sketches, songs and 
improvisation. No topic is too off-limits for these talented 
comedians to poke fun at. Tues, 7:30; Wed-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 3 & 
8pm; Sun, 2pm. (San Jose: 101 Paseo de San Antonio; 408/367-
7255)

July 18-19: Connoisseurs' Marketplace. Join thousands of 
visitors and locals as they spill into the streets of Menlo Park for 
this annual arts, music and food festival. Sample delicious fare 
from restaurants, taste wines, shop for decorative pieces and fine 
art, listen to live music, watch cooking demos and more. 10-6. 
(Menlo Park: Santa Cruz Ave.; 650/325-2818)

July 27-Aug 2: Bank of the West Classic. See the best pro 
women tennis players bring their “A” game to the court as they 
duke it out at this prestigious tournament, the first of the US Open 
series and the longest running women-only professional tennis 
tournament in the world. This year’s player field includes 10-time 
Grand Slam Champion Serena Williams, seven-time Grand Slam 
Champion Venus Williams, three-time Grand Slam Champion 
Maria Sharapova, 2008 Olympic Gold Medallist Elena Dementieva 
and 2008 ITF World Singles Champion Jelena Jankovic as they 
battle for the championship trophy. Various times. (Palo Alto: 
Stanford University Taube Family Tennis Stadium, Campus Dr. 
just south of Galvez St.; 866/982-8497)



SUPPORT 
OUR SPONSORS
Airship Ventures
www.airshipventures.com

Artsopolis
www.artsopolis.com

Chateau Marie Antoinette Wines
www.cmawines.com

Clarion Hotel San Jose Airport
www.clarionsj.com

Dinah’s Garden Hotel
www.dinahshotel.com

Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
www.explorepublishing.com/

E&O Trading Company
www.eotrading.com

El Paseo Limousine
www.elpaseolimo.com

Garden Court Vincci Hotel
www.gardencourt.com

Gilroy Visitors Bureau
www.gilroyvisitor.org

Guglielmo Winery
guglielmowinery.com

JoMar Labs
www.jomarlabs.com

Los Altos History Museum
www.losaltoshistory.org

Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce
www.morganhill.org

Santa Clara CVB & Chamber of 
Commerce
www.santaclara.org

San Jose CVB
www.sanjose.org

Silicon Valley Tour Guides 
Association
408-978-9543

The What 2Do Guide
www.World2Do.com

Your Personal Concierge
www.pattianderson.com

BOARD  MEMBERS
Executive Board
Mori Mandis
President
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Anthony Aguilar, V.P.
Director of Communications
& Membership
svcaemail@yahoo.com

Director of Administration
Marianna Khienkina
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

David Erskine
Director of Finance
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Randy Zechman
Director of Marketing
randyZ@world2do.com

Advisors to the Board
Shozo Kagoshima
Winchester Mystery House
Anna Morris
Past President
Hyatt Regency – Santa Clara

Board Members
Shawna Dedrick
Lynn Dyche
Nathan Emmett
Gus Holweger
Maria Lange
Jeffrey Phillips
Lillian Scoyen
Missy Singer
Victor Solanoy
June Suzuki
Donna West

SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTORS

EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Mori Mandis
svconcierge@mindspring.com

DISCOVER SILICON VALLEY MAGAZINE
stephanie@explorepublishing.com

Gus Holweger (Insiders' Track & New Faces)
gusholweger@comcast.net

Marianna Khienkina, 
Redevelopment City of San Jose 
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) Lighthouse 
Travel & Tours www.lighthouse-tours.com

SVCA Web-site
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com

Convention Information Site:

San Jose McEnery Convention Center and 
Cultural Facilities       (408) 277-5277
www.sjcc.com/

Santa Clara Convention Center
www.santaclara.org/conventioncenter/calenda
r.cfm

SVCA HOSPITALITY AWARDS
2009 -  SPONSORS

CITTI’S FLORIS
CLUB AUTO SPORT
COFFEE CONCEPTS
EXPLORE PUBLISHING
FLOWER FLOUR
THOMAS FOGARTY WINERY
GUGLIELMO WINERY
GUMBO JUMBO
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
MAGNOLIA JAZZ BAND
MARIANI’S HOTEL & RESTAURANT
OAK GROVE ACADEMY
PASTA POMODORO
REGGY SUE’S RESTAURANT
POOR HOUSE BISTRO
PRIVATE SPRING WATER
RESTAURANT O
SAN JOSE CVB
SILICON VALLEY TOUR GUIDES
TOMMY WU
TOURNEAU 
World 2DO GUIDE
WINCHESTER MYSTERY HOUSE

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH


