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SANTA CRUZ HOLIDAY 
LIGHTS TRAIN

Nov. 29 and Dec. 6, 7, 12,
 13, 14, 19, 20, 21 & 22

Get in the holiday spirit on the Santa Cruz 
Holiday Lights Train on Nov. 29 and Dec. 6, 7, 
12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21 & 22.  Ride vintage 
excursion cars, adorned with thousands of 
colorful lights, as they roll through city streets 
past homes of Santa Cruz.  Sing along to 
seasonal carols while sipping hot-spiced cider, 
listen to musical entertainment, and enjoy a 
visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus. Continue the 
merriment at Santa’s Kingdom (within 
Neptune’s Kingdom).  Choice of one activity: 
“Holiday” miniature golf, laser tag, or arcade 
games, is included with Holiday Lights Train 
ticket price. 

Santa Cruz Holiday Lights Trains depart and 
return in front of Neptune’s Kingdom on the 
Boardwalk of Santa Cruz at 5:00, 6:30, and 
8:00 p.m. for a 60-minute round-trip excursion.  
Tickets are $22 adults (13+) and $17 children 
(3-12 yrs) per ticket. Advance reservations 
recommended. For tickets and information, call 
831-335-4484 or visit www.roaringcamp.com.

The boardwalk at Santa Cruz is a 75-minute 
drive from San Francisco, 45 minutes from the 
Monterey/Carmel area, and 30 minutes from 
the San Jose area. Take Highway 17 or scenic 
Highway 1 to Santa Cruz and follow the street 
signs to Santa Cruz Beach. 

New Event

Venue……!

Rocks the Valley

In case you missed it, Club Auto Sport – the nation’s only purpose-built car condominium facility, and the 
hottest venue in town – rocked over 500 of Silicon Valley’s finest with a rock ‘n’ roll musical event 
featuring classic rock cover band Black Pearl. Guests were wined and dined with catering by Morton’s 
Steakhouse and GD Catering, with bar service by Joseph George, and were invited to try their luck –
although no actual money exchanged hands - at poker, Black Jack and Baccarat tables hosted by Garden 
City Casino.  

Club Auto Sport is an event venue unlike anything you’ve ever seen.  It’s a two-building, 120,000-square 
foot car condominium facility and exclusive club designed to provide a safe and secure home for some of 
the world’s rarest and fastest motor vehicles - and a place condo owners can gather to enjoy their passion 
for automobiles with others who have similar interests.

The centerpiece of Club Auto Sport is its elegant 10,000 square foot clubhouse and lounge, with 20-fooot 
window walls providing the perfect lighting for the high performance, vintage, and exotic cars that may be 
on display at any time. And it’s this one-of-a-kind environment that makes Club Auto Sport the perfect 
venue for private events.  

The facility features a full-service bar area for catered events, well-equipped catering prep kitchen, 
projection screen and 7 large flat-screen TVs, state-of-the-art sound system and A/V, and plenty of on-
site parking, with additional parking a half-block away.  

Among these amenities, what you’ll appreciate most is the outstanding level of service you’ll receive at 
Club Auto Sport.  Club Director Diana Mazza and her team can provide everything you need to assist in 
planning your event.  

Jim Gordon, the in-house Producer for the event, was very pleased with how well his team made the 
venue come alive with spectacular lighting, sound and a very appealing set. Gordon states, “The walls 
and ceiling of Club Auto Sport take light so well that is was very appealing for any theme needed by a 
client.  The venue was a wonderful palette for the stunning array of color that my team provided.  The 
venue is perfect of any type of special event for corporations, weddings and private functions.  It is 
elegant and very classy.”

Whether it’s your annual holiday party or shareholders’ meeting in the clubhouse and lounge, or a board 
planning session in the executive-class conference room, Club Auto Sport can rev up the excitement level 
among your employees, shareholders, customers, and guests.

If you are interested in visiting Club Auto Sport, please contact Diana at 
(408) 521-7123, ext. 704 or visit www.clubautosport.net.  



Holiday Joy from 
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

* * * * *

Fairmont San Jose is 
looking for change 

Guests to Contribute International 
Spare Change to Kids with Cancer

     Fairmont San Jose Coins New Campaign. Back 
from vacation or a business trip? The hotel is encouraging their global 
traveling guests as well as the visitors to San Jose to kindly empty their 
pockets and donate leftover foreign currency to benefit the Courageous 
Kids of American Cancer Society. American dollars are welcome 
and greatly appreciated, as well. Courageous Kids was founded 20 
years ago by a volunteer group of the American Cancer Society to 
provide services for children with cancer and their families.

     From now through November 19, 2008, The Fairmont San Jose 
will be collecting donations. Money raised will be presented to 
Courageous Kids on November 20, 2008 as a Thanksgiving gift,
just in time for the holidays.

     A specially created and decorated suitcase by Eric Mohr, the hotel's 
engineer, will be located at the Fairmont's Fountain Restaurant, which 
is open daily from 6:30am to 2pm and on Saturdays and Sundays from 
7am to 3pm. 

      A group of Presentation High School’s students will be assisting the 
Fairmont to count the money on November 20 at 3pm. A geography 
lesson for the students while counting the foreign coins as well as 
learning the art of giving back to the community. The Wells Fargo Bank 
will convert the foreign money to American currency. 

     Situated in the heart of Silicon Valley, The Fairmont San Jose is the 
jewel of the city’s vibrant downtown and within walking distance of the 
San Jose Convention Center and Museum of Art. With its pleasant 
weather and an invigorating atmosphere offering both culture and 
entertainment, the visitors and the hotel’s guests will enjoy this unique 
California city. The Fairmont San Jose is located at 170 South Market 
Street and is three miles from the San Jose International Airport and 50 
miles from the San Francisco International Airport. For reservations 
please call 1-800- 441-1414 or (408) 998-1900, or visit the website at 
www.fairmont.com/sanjose

ARTS CORNER, by Susannah Greenwood of

As the weather gets cooler the comfort food is calls, but 
forget turkey and stuffing, here’s some food for thought and 

some Arts & Cultural consumption!

Better than sliced bread, Sourdough Slim is the toast of the town! 
The Sunnyvale Parks & Recreation Department help you t step 
back in time with this authentic vaudeville-style cowboy. This one-

man Western extravaganza croons Western classics, plays 
accordion, harmonica, guitar, dances jigs, twirls a lariat and lets 

loose with award-winning yippee-ti-yi-yodeling. This show promises 
to be a rollicking good time that will delight audiences of all ages. 

November 29th only. For tickets & info call 408-733-6611.

And what goes better with Toast than Marmalade? Mr. Marmalade 
of course! This not for children play brought to you by Renegade 

Theatre Experiment in San Jose is a savage black comedy about 
what it takes to grow up in these difficult times. Lucy is a four-year-

old with a very active imagination. Unfortunately, her imaginary 
friend Mr. Marmalade doesn’t have much time for her. Not to 

mention he beats his personal assistant has a cocaine addiction, 
and a penchant for pornography. November 7th-23rd.

 For tickets & info call 408-351-4440 or visit
http://www.renegadetheatre.com

And why not wash down your sourdough and marmalade with a 
taste of whiskey!? The Campbell Highland Games Association

is pleased to offer Whiskey University as an excellent way to 
support the 2009 Highland Games. This fantastic November 15th 
fundraiser features fine single malts with a seminar on the History 

of Scotch and a tasting "how to" as well as cocktails, dinner, a 
silent auction, live entertainment, and dancing for adults 21 and 

over.
For tickets & info call 408-371-4075 or visit 

http://www.campbellgames.com



 IT’S COLE, 
WITH A TWIST! 

THE TABARD THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

HOT ‘N ‘COLE: 
A Cole Porter Celebration 

Words and Music by Cole Porter 
Written by David Armstrong, Mark Waldrop and 

Bruce W. Coyle 
November 20 – December 6, 2008 

Theatre on San Pedro Square, San Jose

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS - THE 
ARENA SPECTACULAR

DECEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 29, 2008
HP PAVILION AT SAN JOSE

WWW.DINOSAURLIVE.COM
WWW.HPPAVILION.COM/WWD

.

Opening of the African American 
Heritage House at History Park on 
Sun., Nov. 23 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

On this historic day of this election year, it is apt that San José 
celebrates the first museum dedicated to its African American 
heritage.  On Sunday, November 23 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at History 
Park, the Zanker House will be home to the African American 
Heritage House (AAHH).

“ This is a significant dedication for History San José, but it is even 
more important to share the history of African American people in this 
Valley,” said Alida Bray, President and CEO of History San José.

Briggs Galloway has written and spoken extensively on behalf of the 
celebration of Juneteenth, the oldest nationally celebrated 
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States.  From 
its origin in Galveston, TX in 1865 the observance of June 19th as 
African American Emancipation Day has come to emphasize 
freedom, education and achievement. The celebrations that followed 
the reading of the proclamation by General Gordon Granger began a 
tradition that has lasted for over one hundred and forty years, and is 
celebrated during “the teenth days of June.”

The partnership between HSJ and AAHH will also reach out to 
participants in the ‘Speed City’ exhibit, which is currently on display at 
the San José City Hall.  The AAHH is now welcoming volunteers and 
contributions, whether donations or photos and artifacts. They can be 
reached at 408. 298.8044 or AAHHSanJose@aol.com

San José’s 231st Birthday on Sat., November 29 at 
the Peralta AdobeCelebrate With Founders and Los 
Californianos Descendants The Peralta Adobe near San 
Pedro Square is the perfect place to throw a birthday party. The 
231st anniversary of the 1777 founding of El Pueblo de San José de 
Guadalupe will be held on Saturday, November 29 from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. The public is invited to this free event by the families of the 
original descendants to join their family reunion, birthday party and 
food drives.

November 20th — 23rd, 2008



LIGHT UP THE ROW!
Tuesday, November 18 · 6:30-9 p.m.
Kick off the holiday season with Light Up the Row, 
Santana Row's 7th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony! 
Join hosts Brent Cannon and Laura Garcia-Cannon
from NBC 11, as well as special guest San Jose native 
Katee Shean of "So You Think You Can Dance," for the 
lighting of more than 500,000 twinkling lights!

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT THE ROW
Thursday, November 27
Don't feel like cooking the big meal this year? Enjoy 
Thanksgiving dinner at one of three Santana Row 
restaurants! Tanglewood, Left Bank and Yankee Pier 
will all serve Thanksgiving dinner, each with different 
specials and menus to choose from. Call the individual
restaurants for more information.hting of more than 
500,000 twinkling lights!

SANTA PAWS WITH HUMANE SOCIETY SILICON 
VALLEY
Sunday, December 7 · 11am - 3pm
Bring your canine and feline friends to Santana Row's 
Park Valencia for a photo with Santa Claus! Photos are 
$20 and a portion of the proceeds will benefit Humane 
Society Silicon Valley. Registration begins at 10:30 
a.m. in Park Valencia, near Maggiano's Little Italy.

ONE WARM COAT
Friday, November 28 - Saturday, January 31, 2009
Santana Row once again partners with One Warm Coat 
to help provide new and like-new coats to hundreds of 
needy families in the Bay Area. Drop off barrels will 
be located at Crate & Barrel, Borders, Sur La Table 
and Cine Arts Theatre.

GIFT WRAPPING
November 28 - December 23
Beginning on Friday, November 28th, Santana Row will 
offer gift wrapping this holiday season! This service 
will be available every Thursday through Sunday from 
Noon - 6 p.m., plus every day the week of Christmas, 
at the gift wrapping station inside Lululemon. Prices 
vary depending on size, but if you spend $500 or more 
in a single store, your gift wrapping will be 
complimentary. Same day receipts only.

For more information on these and other Santana Row 
events, visit santanarow.com or call 408-551-4611.

EVERY CHRISTMAS STORY EVER TOLD
by Michael Carleton, John Alvarez and Jim 
Fitzgerald
November 19 - December 21, 2008
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus and you 
can find him and just about every other 
Christmas character in pop culture history in 
this fast-moving, irreverent comedy, in which 
three actors decide that rather than perform A 
Christmas Carol once again, they'll retell Every 
Christmas Story Ever Told in 90 minutes. 
Using costumes, special effects and, of course, 
their wits, they take holiday cheer to the 
extreme.

For more information on supporting 
the museum as a member of the 
Council of 100 and full list of 
benefits, contact Raj-Ann Rekhi, 
Director of Individual Giving, at (408) 
271-6885 or rrekhi@sjmusart.org.



LONE STAR TRANSPORTATION and
DIVALICIOUS PRODUCTIONS
Friday, December 5, you are invited to attend Tony & Tina’s 
Wedding (again!) Don’t miss it this time! We had a blast in 
June!   
This Divalicious outing includes; your ticket to the world’s #1 
interactive comedy dinner theatre experience, 3 course Italian 
dinner, champagne toast, wedding cake, dancing & luxury 
transportation to/from San Francisco
$125 per Diva
Ladies Only Please
***Cut-off to buy tickets is November 14***

Thursday, January 29, Wicked The Musical
You’ve seen it advertised on TV - Join the Divas for “the untold 
story of the Witches of Oz!” 
This Divalicious trip includes; Center Orchestra Seating, a 
“mobile” potluck on the way to theatre & luxury transportation 
to/from San Francisco
$105 per Diva if paid by 12/31/08,
$125 per Diva if paid after
Ladies Only Please
***Cut-off to buy tickets is January 16***
PH 408.263.1583
http://www.lonestartransportation.com/ and 
http://www.divaliciousproductions.com/

RESTAURANT O®
Is Now Diamond Certified!

WE ARE CELEBRATING

RESTAURANT O® has been awarded the prestigious Diamond 
Certified award. This award is only earned by companies 
independently rated "highest in quality" in ongoing studies of their 
customer satisfaction. 

As a past customer, we want to say THANK YOU! And, in celebration 
of earning Diamond Certified we are doing two things.
WE ARE CELEBRATING

RESTAURANT O® has been awarded the prestigious Diamond 
Certified award. This award is only earned by companies 
independently rated "highest in quality" in ongoing studies of their 
customer satisfaction. 
Thank you again for being our customer and for the referral!
Our whole team at RESTAURANT O® really focuses on customer 
satisfaction and we certainly appreciate serving you. 
Don't hesitate to call us directly at 408.354.3131 or email us at 
info@restaurant-o.com for your next event.

Network Meeting 

Center

 at Techmart 

Celebrates

 its 20th

 Anniversary

The Network  Meeting Center in Santa Clara’s Techmart 
building celebrated its 20th anniversary as Silicon Valley’s 
premier conference center on August 7th with a reception 
attended by 175 Silicon Valley meeting and event planners.

This non-residential conference center, which is one of 300 
worldwide members of the International Association of 
Conference Centers, was founded 1988 in response to a 
growing need on the part of Valley companies for special 
purpose meeting space and related services. 

The Meeting Center offers its clients 14 dedicated meeting 
rooms—rooms that were designed specifically for corporate 
meetings and feature tack-able wall surfaces, soundproof walls, 
ergonomic chairs and built-in audiovisual features.  All of the 
rooms have “help” buttons and clients are invited to use these to 
summon any kind of help—with room set-up changes, food, or 
audiovisual equipment.  

More information about the Network Meeting Center, including 
photographs of  meeting rooms, is located on their website at 
www.networkmeetingcenter.com.

Wedding Faire

In times like this when the economy is slow ~ brides 
and grooms are planning their own weddings. Bridal 
shows like the Wedding Faire is most successful in a slow 
economy. Wedding Professionals who want to showcase 
their businesses and get the most exposure for their time 
and money will find this two day event at the beautiful 
Santa Clara Convention Center is the best way to get 
results and bookings.

If you have questions about the Wedding Faire, please 
contact Jaye Craft at jcraft@wedding-faire.com 

SANTA CLARA CONVENTION CENTER50,000 
SQUARE FEET OF EVERYTHING THE BRIDE AND 
GROOM NEEDS TO PLAN THEY’RE WEDDING IN ONE 
DAY! JANUARY 3RD & 4TH, FROM 10am TO 4pm. 
OVER 100 BOOTHS WITH FASHION SHOWS AND 
WEDDING WORKSHOPS.



Silicon Valley increasing in attractions/events?

Yes, there are definitely an increasing number of events and attractions 
to attend in Silicon Valley.  When I was in downtown San Jose (in 
October) I saw an amazing number of people wandering through the 
streets for several events/attractions.  Multiply this by the 
events/attractions in the cities surrounding San Jose, or what we call 
Silicon Valley, and fantastic opportunities are expanding now in the 
south bay region.

The Silicon Valley Concierge Association is prominent in this activity 
by introducing these numerous events/attractions.  The Board Members 
work endlessly locating and supporting our valley through various modes 
of communication, one to mention is the MONTHLY Valley Access 
Magazine.  Yes, hats off to Mori Mandis, President & Editor, and the 
contributors, for this volunteer e-zine which is produced monthly and 
gives current information about Silicon Valley to corporate and hotel 
concierges.  This is just one of several ongoing actions produced by 
SVCA.  

One event of particular interest held this past month was at the 
Computer History Museum (CHM) in Mountain View, CA.  Stepping 
into the ‘geek’ computer world of Silicon Valley, I was introduced to this 
incredible museum by the Silicon Valley Concierges several years ago.  
The CHM has grown and changed through these years.  CHM is most 
helpful with providing information when I arrange Silicon Valley tours or 
writing articles.  

The awe-inspiring program this past month was in honor one of the eight 
women programmers who worked on the ‘secret machine’ to calculate 
the ballistics firing tables for the new guns developed for war effort by 
the Army in 1945.  The machine was the ENIAC, the first all-
programmable computer.  The woman was, Jean Jennings Bartik.  
This is a human-interest program, which was entertaining and not at all 
technical.  

This event was complete with a welcome reception, a 
delicious array of appetizers to taste, time to see the 
current exhibits at the CHM and an extraordinary program 
as the finale!  Exhibits at this museum include:  Charles 
Babbage’s Difference Engine No. 2, tours of the Visible 
Storage (over 600 unique artifacts which many of us 
started our careers with), Master the Game: A History of 
Computer Chess, and Innovation in the Valley.  

After the reception, attendees were ushered into the large 
CHM auditorium and treated to the dazzling film 
documentary, “Computer History Moment: ENIAC 
Women Video” created by producer Kathy Kleiman.  The 
evening ended with a fabulous informal discussion 
between Jean Jennings Bartik, who was inducted into the 
Hall of Fame of Women in Technology international in 
1997, and Linda O’Bryon, Chief Content Officer of 
Northern CA Public Broadcasting (NCPB).   The 
discussion was humorous, interactive and highly 
motivating for everyone.  There was time to meet and 
speak with Jean Jennings Bartik, Linda O’Bryon and 
guests, after the program.  

The ENIAC was introduced to the public in 1946, with no 
mention of the eight women who worked tirelessly on the 
project until the 1980’s.  It is great to now be a part of this 
recognition to these women who contributed to this 
notable project in technology.  

When one searches for things to do of interest and 
entertaining in Silicon Valley, be sure to bookmark the list 
of upcoming public events at the Computer History 
Museum in Mountain View and consider their facility for 
your own private event.   Or, simply visit this museum 
attraction on your own.  

Computer History Museum 
http://www.computerhistory.org/visit/
1401 N Shoreline Blvd. 
Mountain View, CA 94043
Tel: (650) 810-1010

Donna West
Lighthouse Tours 

WorkIt.com 5th Annual Silicon Valley Mixer 
Thu. November 20, 2008, 6-9pm Santa Clara
The Network Meeting Center at Tech Mart, 5201 Great 
America Parkway, Santa Clara
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Opera San José Brings 
The Elixir of Love

 ‘The Valley of Heart’s Delight’

Love blossoms in the Valley of Heart’s 
Delight as Opera San José continues its 25th-
anniversary (2008–09) season with Gaetano 
Donizetti’s delightful comedy, The Elixir of Love 
(L’elisir d’amore). For a decade after its 1832 
premiere, The Elixir of Love was the most performed 
opera in the world, and it remains a favorite today. 

When an ordinary bottle of wine is touted 
as a magical love potion, the results are hilarious, 
charming, touching, and heart-warming. Opera San 
José has moved the opera’s hijinks from 19th-century 
Italy to the Santa Clara Valley—the Valley of Heart’s 
Delight—in the very early 20th century, back when 
Lick Observatory was brand-new, blossoms covered 
the hillsides, and prominent valley families were just 
starting out in their orchards, ranches, and 
businesses. 
Dates: November 8, 9m, 13, 15, 16m, 18, 21, 23m
Location: California Theatre, 345 South First Street 

All events start at 7 pm 
unless it says otherwise

First Friday of each month:
South FIRST FRIDAYS Art 
Walk, 8 pm until late with
OPERA SAN JOSE 
PERFORMING LIVE AT 
CAFFE TRIESTE!!

AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE SAN JOSE

PRESENTS

San Jose jazz showcase
A co-production of San Jose Jazz and City Lights 
Theatre Company, showcasing the up and coming 
bands in the Bay Area.

at City Lights Theater

529 South Second St, San Jose

(408) 295 4200

www.cltc.org

Tickets: All Shows $15 general admission

$13 for San Jose Jazz and City Lights members

Buy online at www.city-lights-theater-company.ticketleap.com

or at City Lights Theater box office

Ed Johnson and Novo Tempo Quintet

Sunday, November 23, 4pm

Brazilian influenced jazz with great harmony vocals and 
horns.



 Personalized service in response to the clients’ wishes, expertly, 
resourcefully, and quickly rendered must be the trademark of every 
concierge. 
This is no easy task in this day and age of multitude information sources 
available to your clients be it on the Internet; hard copy guides and 
brochures (free for the taking); or on radio or television. To refer guests to 
these sources can be tempting, especially when there is a line forming at 
your desk, or calls or voicemail messages are stacking up
Do not compromise! You are the repertoire for up-to-the minute expert 
advice on events; sightseeing destinations; transportation; top ethnic 
restaurants; business services; shopping; etc. To let guests do their own 
search is depriving them of your personal knowledge that cannot be 
discerned from third party sources. if at all possible make sure that you 
check the availability and quality of your resources regularly in person. We 
are in a dynamic industry and there are frequent changes that you should 
know about. If you do all this, your clients will appreciate your efforts and 
your employer will recognize your contribution. 

Having said all this let me add a few items to your resource repertoire: 
Restaurants
19 Market Bistro & Bar: 
Members of SVCA were invited by Hanna Pham, Owner and Executive 
Chef of this modern Vietnamese restaurant. “19 Market”, awarded top 
ratings by local publications, provides a unique and welcoming 
atmosphere with its elegant setting and a warm and hospitable staff. 
Most importantly, though, you will have an authentic Vietnamese healthy 
gastronomic experience with menu selections (with vegetarian options) 
that are light, have an abundance of fresh herbs and aromatic spices 
and are intensely satisfying. 19 Market has a private dining room, does 
catering and banquets, and take-outs. 

For details, go to: www.19market.com
Chic Chateau: 
Mike Navarro and his sister Luvi created a unique concept with this Tea 
Room and Boutique at 96 South Third St. in San Jose. The main 
entrance leads you into the Boutique with it’s tasteful  
and carefully chosen women’s and men’s quality garments and 
accessories, the other into the elegantly appointed Tea Room where up 
to five different Tea Services for individuals or for groups of up to 40 can 
be reserved. Parties vary by size and culinary extravagance. And that’s 
not all: Chic Chateau, in addition to the expertly prepared tea-party 
menus, also has a Lunch and a La Carte Menu with Savory Crepes and 
Sweet Crepes of your choice, prepared right in front of your eyes. The 
Tea Room does connect to the Boutique in this very stylish 
establishment, truly reminiscent of a Chateau environment. 

 For details go to: www.chicchateau.com

Events
The Tech Museum of Innovation in San Jose

Do not miss the “Leonardo: 500 Years into the Future” exhibit at the 
Tech Museum of Innovation. SVCA members were invited to a reception 
on October 7. What an event it was: Restaurant “O” did the catering and

members had an opportunity to see this first and only 
showcase of Leonardo da Vinci and his contemporary 
Siennese works of art, science, and engineering. The 
scale models of the multitude of inventions were 
meticulously crafted with reproductions of Leonardo’s 
sketchbook drawings and notes, and some ‘hands-on’ 
duplicate scale models for visitors. The exhibits, so we 
were told, came across the Atlantic in no less than 17
shipping containers. That gives you an idea of the size of 
the exhibit. Dr. Peter Friess, President of “The Tech” 
continues to create exhibits of the highest quality that 
underline the City of San Jose’s ‘Capital of Silicon Valley’ 
reputation as a hub for Innovation and  High-Tech! 

For details go to: www.thetech.org
Ballet San Jose
In my last column I mentioned ‘The Toreador’, Ballet San 
Jose’s crowning event of its 2008 – 2009 Season. “The 
Toreador” featuring Symphony Silicon Valley performing 
the score alive will be performed from November 20-23. 
Dennis Nahat, Artistic and Executive Director have 
proven again, that San Jose does not have to take a back 
seat when it comes to the Performing Arts. ‘The 
Toreador’ which originated in Denmark in 1840 and was 
performed by the Royal Danish Ballet, was one of its 
more popular productions and was dropped from its 
repertoire as late as 1929. Dennis Nahat succeeded in 
acquiring the scenery and costumes of this work from the 
Dallas Ballet whose then-artistic director, Flemming Flindt 
had acquired them from Denmark. 
Equally important in this season’s repertoire is, of course, 
The Nutcracker ballet, a perennial highlight of the Holiday 
Season. It has become an integral part of the Holiday 
celebration for old and young and you or your guests 
wouldn’t want to miss it. 

For details go to: www.balletsanjose.org

Airship Ventures, Inc. 
The Zeppelin NT (NT stands for New Technology) arrived 
on October 25 at 2:30 PM at Moffett Field. This semi-rigid 
dirigible airship, the only one in the US and one of three 
in the world, will provide ‘flightseeing’ services from 
historic Moffett Field, the Business Jet Center at Oakland 
International Airport, or the Charles M. Schulz County 
Airport in Sonoma. In the weeks to come you will see it 
flying over the South Bay, the city of San Francisco, or 
over the wine country. This gentle giant (it is approx. 60ft. 
longer than a Boeing 747) has a cabin for 12 passengers 
plus 2 crew, flies 500 – 9.000 ft. above ground, and is 
distinguished from a blimp by its aluminum/carbon fiber 
frame inside the hull (also called ‘envelope’) with its 
Helium (an inert gas) filling for lift.   You may suggest a 
flight over the S.F. Bay, Silicon Valley, or the wine 
country in the Zeppelin NT to your guests/clients for a 
magical experience they won’t soon forget. 

For details go to: www.airshipventures.com

GUS HOLWEGER  gusholweger@comcast.net                                  



Menara Moroccan: Global Rhythm 

As far as dining experiences go, Menara Moroccan Restaurant in San 
Jose dances to the beat of an entirely different drum. With delicious, 
multi-course Moroccan dinners eaten sans utensils and energetic live 
entertainment, this restaurant delivers the unexpected in more ways 
than one.  

The first sign that Menara isn’t your average eatery is apparent as 
you step inside the spacious foyer, reminiscent of a Moroccan riad, or 
an interior courtyard. Complete with an octagonal fountain in the 
center, multicolored glass lanterns and a Moorish-tile ceiling, the foyer 
hints at what’s in store once you are seated.

As the maitre d’ ushers you into the main dining room, which conjures 
up visions of an exotic Marrakesh den, don’t bother looking for a 
traditional table-and-chair setup. Like the other patrons, you’ll be 
settling down on a lounge sofa adorned with vibrantly colored throw 
pillows or sitting cross-legged on a round leather cushion. 

Patrons feast on six-course meals finger-food style, giving new 
meaning to the phrase “finger-licking good.” There are five different 
dinners on offer, each featuring the same appetizers and desserts but 
with different main entrees ranging from rabbit, lamb and chicken to 
fish and vegetables. 

While waiting for the food, enjoy a Moroccan Magic cocktail made 
with rum, orange and pineapple juices, and sweet and sour mix. Your 
waiter will come around with towels and a basin of warm water to 
wash your hands in preparation for the first course, the salade 
moroccaines, a salsa-like dish made with cucumbers, olives and 
tomatoes and served with warm bread for dipping. Then comes the 
b’stilla, a savory chicken pastry made with phyllo dough dusted with 
cinnamon and powdered sugar.

Next up are the entrees, which might include aromatic braised rabbit 
seasoned with paprika; chicken stewed in a rich lemon sauce; or 
tender lamb glazed with honey. Accompanying the entrees is a plate 
of couscous with assorted vegetables. 

After polishing off the last morsel and again washing your hands, sit 
back and relax as the lights dim, the music swells, and a belly dancer 
bursts onto the scene with mesmerizing moves and chiming finger 
cymbals that keep the beat going. The energy becomes palpable as 
the dancer entices diners from every table to get up and join on the 
floor. It’s all in good fun, and even the most uncoordinated feel at 
ease learning a thing or two about this ancient dance form. 

While enjoying the show, polish off your meal with a refreshing mint 
tea and delectable baklava—and round out a memorably global 
dining experience. 

Hours: Open nightly, 6-10pm.

Where: 41 E. Gish Rd. (at N. First St.), San Jose

More info: 408/453-1983; www.menara41.com

Back to the Future: The Tech Museum’s Leonardo da Vinci Exhibit 

He was the archetypal Renaissance man whose resume bulges with a long 
list of accomplishments, including painter, sculptor, astronomer, biologist, 
geologist, anatomist, architect, philosopher, engineer and, most recently, 
the inspiration for a certain thriller novel about a mysterious code. 

Not surprisingly, even though Leonardo da Vinci died nearly 500 years 
ago, his surpassing genius still lives on. The Tech Museum of San Jose 
pays its own homage to the legendary man with the first and only U.S. 
showing of the groundbreaking exhibit, “Leonardo: 500 Years Into the 
Future” (thru Jan 4), an extraordinary collection that showcases the 
futuristic art, science and engineering works of da Vinci and his 
contemporaries. 

The exhibit features almost 200 artifacts, many of which have never been 
viewed by the public, including interactive machines; works of art; hands-
on design challenges based on da Vinci’s scientific, engineering and art 
principles; and more than 100 life-size working models based on the 
original sketches and notebooks of da Vinci and other Renaissance-era 
engineers like Filippo Brunelleschi and Francesco di Giorgio. 

One such model is da Vinci’s Flying Machine (above, center), a 
mechanized hang glider with flapping wings powered by a combination of 
hand crank, pulleys and pedals. The machine has a wingspan of about 40 
feet, and weighs more than 1,000 pounds. Also, there are models of a 
water wheel (above, right) and a domed church (above, left), which 
demonstrates da Vinci’s architectural expertise.  

Another big draw is the Sforza Horse, a 24-ft. tall steel and fiberglass 
model recreation of what would have been da Vinci’s only major sculpture. 
It was originally intended as a gift to the Duke of Milan, and 70 tons of 
bronze was acquired for the project, but da Vinci only got as far as making 
a clay prototype before the project was abandoned. 

Educational movies about recent discoveries in da Vinci’s body of work, as 
well as an IMAX documentary about an Oxford University research team 
that attempted to create and test da Vinci’s schematic drawings for a 
parachute, will also be on view.

This innovative exhibit makes clear that da Vinci’s genius ran much deeper 
than most people are aware—and gives visitors a greater appreciation for 
this remarkable historical figure. –Stephanie Soong

Where:
The Tech Museum of San Jose, 210 S. Market St.

When: 
Thru Jan 4, 2009; open daily from 10-5

Info/Tickets: 
408/294-TECH; www.thetech.org

--Stephanie  Soong
Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
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