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For a filmmaker, getting your film seen is 
one thing. Getting it noticed by a festival, 
independent studio and even funded is a 
common goal among those who create for 
the silver screen.  For many directors, 
screenwriters, producers and film lovers, 
discovery and success has been found at the 
Cinequest Film Festival.  The CINEQUEST 
http://www.cinequest.org/indexCQ.php
brand was built around the “Maverick” 
spirit, and for over 20 years has remained 
true to this core ideology as it quietly grew 
to become the entertainment industry’s 
answer to emerging technologies and 
accelerated creative ideas that outpace the 
inGet your festival on in San Jose, March 1-
13, 2011 will be personable discovery 
festival of international films and digital 
media forums for movie lovers, film artists, 
and film students. It’s a celebration of 
Maverick movie-making and a laboratory of 
new ideas all rolled into one.

Last year, audiences of more than 80,000 
attendees were able to see a festival 
program with 250 films selected from more 
than 2000 submissions.  The program 
included 76 world and U.S. premieres and
represented 45 countries from around the 
world.  Look forward to even bigger 
numbers in 2011!

Creating the                                                                                           
Mood You Want                                                                                       
from an Elegant Trio                                                                                      
to a Swinging Sextet 

Magnolia Jazz Band
For more info:                                                                
MagnoliaJazz.com

CASAQ 408.280.1065 OR INFO@CASAQ.COM



And not be missed is the second exhibit, which covers a quarter-century 
of works by Yvonne Porcella, a pioneer of the studio quilt movement as 
an artist, teacher and author. Known for her bold signature style, marked 
by a collage aesthetic and strip quilting techniques, Porcella is often 
credited with making quilts popular in the contemporary art realm. (San 
Jose: Museum of Quilts and Textiles, 520 S. First St.; 408/971-0323; 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org)

Tosca: On Stage in San Jose
Giacomo Puccini’s dramatic political thriller Tosca, is brought to stage by 
Opera San Jose, Nov 13-28. Featuring some of Puccini’s best-known 
lyrical arias, as well as a story plot rife with lust, murder, deception and 
suicide, this dark work tells the tragic tale of one woman’s destruction in 
a society run by wicked, powerful men.
Diva Floria Tosca has it all—beauty, brains and wealth—but her 
aristocratic lover, Cavaradossi, is a political fugitive, pursued by the 
powerful chief of police, Scarpia, who harbors an obsession with the 
beautiful opera singer. When Cavaradossi is captured, tortured and 
sentenced to death, Tosca agrees to yield to Scarpia, in exchange for 
Cavaradossi’s life; the chief of police orders a mock execution with 
rubber bullets and writes a letter giving the lovers safe passage.
As the shady Scarpia tries to embrace her, Tosca stabs and kills him, 
then runs to her lover in prison, explaining that the firing squad will carry 
out the mock execution, after which the two can escape. But, in 
Scarpia’s final act of treachery, real bullets are used, and Cavaradossi 
dies. When the authorities track Tosca and try to arrest her for Scarpia’s 
murder, she flings herself off the roof in a final act of defiance.
Nov 13-14, 18, 20-21, 23, 26, 28: at 8pm, except Sun, 3pm
California Theatre, 345 S. First St., San Jose. 
408/437-4450; www.operasanjose.org

Stephanie Soong , contributing editor
stephanie@explorepublishing.com

RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. 
Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke 
victim may suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to 
recognize the symptoms of a stroke.
S   *Ask the individual to SMILE. 
T   *Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE

   (Coherently) (i.e. It is sunny  out today.) 
R   *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call emergency 
number immediately and describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.
New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue
NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 'stick' out his 
tongue... If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to one side or the   other,
that is also an indication of a stroke.

HARVEST FESTIVAL: Crafty Shopping 
for the Season

With more than 24,000 handmade gifts on offer by talented artisans, the 
San Jose Harvest Festival (Nov 26-28) is one of the largest indoor arts 
and crafts shows on the West Coast, drawing hundreds of exhibitors 
from across the country. From jewelry, photography and wearable art to 
specialty foods, home accessories and original artworks, this annual 
festival is a perfect opportunity to find unique gifts for the holidays. 
The artisans represented here are high-caliber, judged and selected for 
the quality of their wares and their creativity. In addition to the wide array 
of works to browse, a series of demonstrations show off the artists’ 
talents and educate the public. Workshops this year include a new 
stained glass-making series hosted by the San Jose Glass Artist 
Alliance, where attendees can create their own Christmas ornaments
and a session on personalized wall hangings for children. 
No arts and crafts festival would be complete without live entertainment. 
See such acts as the Cash Tribute, featuring Johnny Cash’s hits; the 
Sweet Adelines women’s chorus; and Yule Jazz. And keep the little ones 
entertained with Scott Land Marionettes, a special appearance by Mama 
Claus, and an interactive KidZone. 
Can’t wait until after Thanksgiving to shop? Then catch the festival in 
San Mateo, where it kicks off Nov 12-14. No matter which show you 
attend, it all adds up to an entertaining and inspiring experience to jump-
start the holiday season. 
Nov 12-14: San Mateo Event Center, 1346 Saratoga Dr.  Fri-Sat, 10-6; 
Sun, 10-5.
Nov 26-28: San Jose Convention Center, 408 S. Almaden Blvd. Fri, 9-6; 
Sat, 10-6; Sun, 10-5. 415-447-3205; www.harvestfestival.com

New Exhibits at the San Jose Museum of Quilts and Textiles
Get a fascinating, in-depth look at some of the most influential figures in 
the contemporary quilt art movement with the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts’ newest exhibits, Cream of the Crop: Quilts from the Marbaum 
Collection of Hilary & Marvin Fletcher and Yvonne Porcella: Bold Strokes 
(Nov 16-Jan 30). 
The first, drawn from the personal collection of longtime contemporary 
art quilt advocates Hilary and Marvin Fletcher, is a rare survey that 
covers twenty-five years of this textile art movement, comprising works 
by such renowned artists as Jane Sassaman, Sue Brenner, Michael 
James and Caryl Bryer Fallert. Also on display are works from exhibits at 
Quilt National, a biennial showcase by the Dairy Barn Arts Center in 
Ohio, which has become the largest and most prestigious exhibition of 
its kind in the world.

Monkey Sighting by Yvonne Porcella



PAR
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

 CLUB AUTO SPORT
The webpage for the Club states under the heading: 
Concierge Services and Member Benefits: “Club Auto 
Sport provides an exclusive members-only environment 
and convenient concierge-arranged services for the 
driven few, whose passion for motor sports and vintage or 
exotic automobiles has them down the road to becoming 
serious car collectors.”  The CLUB sponsored SVCA’s 
2009 Hospitality Awards Ceremony and those of you who 
attended this venue surely remember this Gala Event. 
Our thanks go to Ralph Borelli, and John Davis, the 
founders of Club Auto Sport for their continued support. 

 CINNABAR WINERY and CHATEAU MARIE 
ANTOINETTE 

Cinnabar Vineyards and Winery produces 
award-winning wines from the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
California’s Central Coast, and other distinguished 
California growing regions. Founded in 1981 by Tom 
Mudd who passed in 2007, the new owners are 
committed to producing complex wines with an 
uncompromising standard of excellence. Check the web 
under www.cinnabarwine.com for details. 

Chateau Marie Antoinette’s founders, Marie and 
Bill Temple have grown grapes and made wine for over 
forty years. They planted their Monterey County Vineyard 
in 1977. Varietals include Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Pinot Chardonnay. Chateau Marie Antoinette, a wine 
business, was launched, when Bill retired in 2005 and he 
and Marie had done extensive travel to major wine-
producing countries during the harvest seasons. Check 
the web: www.cmawines.com for details. 
SVCA appreciates the support of these two outstanding 
wineries. 

 AVATAR HOTEL, Santa Clara, Silicon Valley
The Avatar is a member of the “JdV” (Joie de Vivre) Hotel 
family. That, in itself is a mark of excellence. Here is what 
its website states: “ Avatar Hotel at Great America 
merges modern décor with the latest tech amenities and 
Wi-Fi necessities to help you feel comfortable and take 
care of business…..Avatar Hotel keeps you online and 
synced up throughout your stay.” Sounds like Silicon 
Valley, doesn’t it? It goes on to say: “ The interactive 
business lounge provides the perfect venue for informal 
meetings with clients. Plus, Avatar’s location in Santa 
Clara puts you moments away from San Jose airport and 
some of the biggest names in Technology like Yahoo!™ 
and Intel ™. “. 
SVCA thanks the AVATAR Hotel for providing it with its 
facility and amenities.

The Silicon Valley Concierge Association and its members wish all 
of its sponsors and 
 the readers of the Valley Access Magazine a harmonious and 
enjoyable Thanksgiving Celebration

Gus Holweger
Contributing Editor and Board Member of SVCA
gusholweger@comcast.net

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT – IT IS MUCH 
APPRECIATED!

Concierges, by definition, are the hospitality industry’s service 
providers, when it comes to

 Maintaining a comprehensive, up-to-date, repertory of 
the area’s resources, such as tourist attractions, 
business services, entertainment, and networking 
contacts. 

 Promoting the property they represent (hotel, 
residential or business/industrial) and the community in 
which it resides. 

 Providing their guests or visitors with impeccable 
service of maximum efficiency, quality and demeanor. 

All of these services will, so SVCA intends, result in repeat visits 
or in widening the reputation of the concierges and the 
companies they represent. 

As you may have guessed, this is not a solitary effort regardless 
of the time and efforts invested in the tasks it involves. 
Concierges, individually and collectively, depend on their network 
of business connections. The benefits of establishing and 
nurturing such connections is invaluable especially, if the guest 
or visitor has special needs. 

The Silicon Valley Concierge Association and all of its members 
want to take this opportunity (and will do so in future editions of 
the Valley Access Magazine); to recognize the support of the 
business community it has received over time. The support for 
SVCA and its members has taken on many forms – sponsorships 
of special projects, providing a facility and catering for the 
attendees at various events (most notably the Annual SVCA 
Hospitality Award Celebration) transportation and meet and greet 
services, - the list goes on. 
Following is the first installment of the association’s appreciation 
of its “Partners”
in its efforts to make Silicon Valley Hospitality a memorable 
experience for visitors and guests alike. Their selection was 
made at random, recognizing that there are many partners and 
that they are all deserving of this testimonial: 

 GILROY VISITORS BUREAU
According to its webpage statement, “Garlic put Gilroy 
on the Map”. That may be somewhat of an 
understatement. Under the heading “Where to Begin” 
there are no less than ten items with information about 
Dining, Shopping, Events, Wineries, Garlic, Links, etc. 
that amplify the contribution Gilroy and the 
Bureau make to the local economy. The Gilroy 
Premium Outlets, the Gilroy Gardens Family Theme 
Park, Goldsmith Seeds’ “Field of Dreams” are but a few 
of the attractions the Bureau promotes. 
SVCA is proud to count the Gilroy Visitors Bureau 
among its sponsors! 

INSIDER’S TRACK  -  GUS HOLWEGER





Bacon flavored ice cream. Spaghetti tacos. Pulled pork sammies with cole 
slaw and Carolina vinegar sauce.  Watch a martini fly through the air at 15 
mph without spilling a drop. Step up to a bar that sells T-shirts, not alcohol. 
The San Pedro Square Market is coming soon!

A place unlike anything in the South Bay. Flash mobs, tango dancing, Shark 
away games projected on The Fallon House. We are breaking the mold with 
this project.

Saturday morning fitness camps                                                                   
Grab a cocktail and walk from building to building while                          
visiting your favorite vendors.                                                                           
Free music in the plaza! Everyday!                                                              
Breakfast on Saturday and Sunday mornings---in the middle of St. John St.
Rock climbing walls, big wheel races, treasure hunts and stroller Jeopardy.
If we tell you anything else, it will ruin the surprise!
Foodies rejoice! Finally we are going to have our own Food Mecca. No more 
searching for cool food. Our vendors will be pushing the envelope everyday 
with their products and flavors.

Come visit us in early 2011 and let us change the way you think about 
Downtown!

Steve Borkenhagen

We are working hard to complete construction of our Market.  The project will 
open for business in early 2011. We are carefully choosing great businesses, 
which are unique and offer compelling products.  Your experience will be 
different every time you visit---from live music and cooking classes to BBQ 
cook-offs and outdoor movies. If you have ever thought of opening your own 
business, now is the time to do it. We are offering a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to make your dreams a reality. Retail spaces as small as 100 
square feet are available.

Come be part of something completely different                                                           
Steve Borkenhagen-Market Mgr-408-813-5984

A Taste of Sunnyvale

Concierge's and their guest were treated to a taste of Sunnyvale on a 
warn October evening.
Il Postale was the first stop and our host provided tasty appetizers 
and wines.  The back patio is the perfect place to enjoy a warm 
evening.
The next stop was ValleSol for margaritas, sangria and aperitivos.
Robert Cisneros told us his family history of owning the restaurant. 
They changed the name to incorporate the city name, ie ValleSol.  
They did the same for their restaurant in Milpitas by naming it Milpas.
Several doors down we meet Steve Graham of Rok Bistro, slicing 
delicious meats that were grilled on a hot rock. Rok is unique in the 
area for its cooking style. They also have fondue tables and we 
enjoyed dipping bread and veggies in the cheese fondue and fruit in 
the chocolate. They offer a nice selection of wines.
Our last host was the FireHouse Grill and Brewery. It would be the 
perfect place to watch the Giants in the World Series. It has one of 
the biggest TV screens I have ever seen.
Downtown Sunnyvale is revitalizing and Murphy Street, ( Il Postale is 
around the corner on Washington) is a lively thoroughfare offering 
guest many dining choices, easy access via train and plenty of 
parking.

Sunnyvale Farmer's Market 
Every Saturday 9am - 1pm (year round)
Enjoy fresh fruits, vegetables and arts and crafts from local growers 
and artisans.
Murphy Ave (between Evelyn & Washington)

Holiday & Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration
December 4, 2010
Come ring in the Holiday Season with the Mayor of Sunnyvale and a 
visit from Santa Claus. Murphy & Washington Avenues 

Local Stars
Congratulations to the Silicon Valley restaurants named to the 2011 
Michelin list. Leading the pack with 2 stars is Manressa in Los Gatos. 
Others receiving one star include: Baume in Palo Alto, Chez TJ 
in Mtn. View, Dio Deka in Los Gatos, Madera at Rosewood in Menlo 
Park, The Plumed Horse in Saratoga and The Village Pub in 
Woodside.

Congratulations also to Paul Shenkman for being name the National 
2010 Sante Restaurateur of the Year.  Paul's restaurants 
include Sam's Chowder House in Half Moon Bay and Osteria Coppa 
in San Mateo.

Happy Thanksgiving
In the spirit of Thanksgiving I am very grateful for the 
wonderful diverse place where we live. I was thankful to work last 
month in San Francisco during the warm weather, Fleet Week, Blue 
Angels, Lit and Film festivals and the SF Giants Playoffs. What fun it 
is to be caring for foreign guest in this atmosphere in addition to 
all the Bay Area has to offer visitors.

Maria Lange, SVTGA
Contributor to VAM, board member
mlange206@aol.com

TOURING WITH MARIA



1694 Saratoga Avenue | San Jose, CA 95129
(408) 404-7711

theretrodome@guggyent.com

Santastic!
A fantastic musical celebrating Santa

AND

The MeshugaNutcracker!
The hit Chanukah musical 

HOLIDAY TREE WALK
Nov 26, 27, 28 & Dec 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 & 19 

Passengers riding Roaring Camp’s daytime steam train to Bear Mountain will delight in 
the tree-lined walk of beautifully decorated holiday trees at the summit.  Area 
businesses and organizations teamed together to create ornaments and decorate trees 
to raise funds for their favorite charities.   Co-sponsors are radio stations KBAY 94.5 FM 
and MIX 106.5 KEZR;   trees sponsored by Crest Christmas Tree Farm in Santa Cruz.    
The festive display can be seen only at Bear Mountain and may be accessed by steam 
train.  Trains depart 11:00 am, 12:30, and 2 pm on November 26 and 27; departures at 
11 and 12:30 pm on November 28, December 4, 5, 11, 12, 18 & 19.  Tickets are $21.50 
adults (ages 13 and older) and $15.50 children (ages 2-12 years).  Parking is $8 per 
car.

SANTA CRUZ HOLIDAY LIGHTS TRAIN                                              
Nov. 27 & Dec. 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 & 23

Get in the holiday spirit on the Santa Cruz Holiday Lights Train.  Ride vintage excursion 
cars, adorned with thousands of colorful lights, as they roll through city streets past 
homes of Santa Cruz.  Sing along to seasonal carols while sipping hot-spiced cider, 
listen to musical entertainment, and enjoy a visit from Santa. Continue the merriment at 
Santa’s Kingdom at the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk.  Choice of one activity: “Holiday” 
miniature golf, laser tag, or arcade games, is included with Holiday Lights Train ticket 
price. 

Santa Cruz Holiday Lights Trains depart and return in front of Neptune’s Kingdom on 
the Boardwalk of Santa Cruz at 5:00, 6:30, and 8:00 p.m. for a 60-minute round-trip 
excursion.  Tickets are $25 adults (13+) and $17 children (2-12 yrs) per ticket. Advance 
reservations recommended. For tickets and information, call 831-335-4484 or visit 
www.roaringcamp.com.

KIDS Corner, brought to you by:

Mom, do I have to eat the turkey?  Not all kids (or adults) 
like turkey, so here are three ‘turkey-less’ treasures for 
stuffing into your holiday schedule. Fill your event plate at:  
www.artsopolis.com.

It was the dawn of a nation. A time before the American West 
became known as the frontier, and little was known about what 
lay within. Experience the danger and beauty of this unknown 
land as two captains, courageous in spirit and unyielding in their 
mission, lead thirty-one people to the Pacific Ocean and back. 
It’s Lewis and Clark on the IMAX screen playing 11/1-11/30 at 
The Tech Museum in Downtown San Jose. For more 
information call 408-294-8324 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440959759.

Director Leo Eylar conducts the oldest independent youth 
symphony in California, performing symphonic literature of the 
great masters.  Come hear Hector Berlioz’s Roman Carnival 
Overture or Samuel Barber’s Medea’s Dance of Vengeance.  
It’s the impressive California Youth Symphony Orchestra in 
concert on 11/21 only at the Flint Center in Cupertino. For 
more information call 650-325-6666 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440878127.  

Experience the magic of riding a brightly-decorated holiday train 
covered with thousands of lights as it winds through Niles 
Canyon on a seventy-five minute round-trip ride.  All aboard the 
Train of Lights on the Niles Canyon Railway from 11/26-12/23 at 
the Niles Canyon Railway Station in Fremont. For more 
information call 510-996-8420 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440950789.

December 3-18
Fridays at 7:30pm

Saturdays at 1:30pm
Wednesday & Thursday
Dec. 15 & 16 at 7:30pm

December 1-19
Saturdays at 7:30pm
Sundays at 1:30pm

Wednesdays & 
Thursdays

Dec. 1, 2, 8, 9 at 7:30pm



Photography by, Donna West, Lighthouse Tours

You just never know what you may discover until you get away from 
your emails and computer. I never tire of looking for these hidden gems 
in Silicon Valley!  

Got a Silicon Valley question?  Ask me! 

Donna West 
Lighthouse Tours
Follow me online or on a trip!

REGIONAL PREMIERE
Backwards in High Heels, The Ginger Musical
November 24 - December 19, 2010
conceived & developed by Lynette Barkley & Christopher McGovern
book/original songs/arrangements by Christopher McGovern
directed by Scott Schwartz 

The remarkable life of the legendary actress Ginger Rogers comes to life 
onstage! This intimate musical dances its way through Ginger’s life with 
unforgettable music and show-stopping dance numbers. Funny, moving 
and a visual feast, Backwards In High Heels is a toe-tapping, swirling, 
gliding account of her ambitious public and private life.

I never tire of looking for these hidden gems in Silicon Valley!  Got a 
Silicon Valley question?  Ask me! 

Don’t use your email box as an excuse to “not” get out the office. I am 
a big advocate of email and even online social media which I have 
been introduced to many professionals globally. I may not have had 
the chance to meet these people otherwise.

It is important take some time away, or what I call go offline and be 
visible with your network. It may be through a phone call, coffee and 
donut meeting, or a simple referral to someone. My favorite recent 
activity was watching a simple game of chess being played. Yes, this 
is local in Silicon Valley. 

I recently answered a Silicon Valley question in a tour guide group I 
belong to about a building the hill on the west side of Hwy 280 that 
looks like a Japanese castle or Buddhist monastery. What is it? This 
is one of those things you see of which you say to yourself as you 
pass by, “I really need to find out about that building sometime and go 
see it.” 

I revisited this building with a pleasant discovery.  I watched a lawn 
bowl game being played, found a large sports playing field, and some 
great artifacts as I walked down the path along all of the connected 
buildings on this campus.  The building is the Maryknoll Seminary. 
Interesting facts of Maryknoll:

Maryknoll Seminary, built in 1926 as a residence for Catholic 
seminarians studying for  the Foreign Mission Society (thus the 
international architecture). The seminary closed in the mid-70s but it 
re-opened as a retirement home for members of the Society. The 
grounds and chapel are open to the public.

23000 Cristo Rey Drive, Los Altos, CA 94024-7499 (650) 967-3822

Off the beaten Path………

Celebrating 30 Years of 
Bringing You to 
Unexpected Places.



Have you purchased YOUR Backstage Pass yet? It's NOT too late! 
- Call 408-245-2978 or 245-2979 TODAY and SAVE!

CTC's 35th 
SEASON PREVIEW NIGHT

October 23 at 6:30 pm
Sunnyvale Community Center Theatre

You're invited! Join the actors and artists of CTC as we celebrate 
our 35th Season!

The entire family will delight in this fun-filled evening. See sneak 
peeks of scenes from some of

this season's upcoming shows. Enjoy a backstage tour and 
experience how live theatre is created

with hands-on workshops by the actors and designers.  Participate 
in lively theatre games with

     Hawaiian Airlines / Downtown Ice
Open Daily Nov. 19, 2010 - Jan. 17, 2011

Grand Opening Ceremony with 
Kristi Yamaguchi Nov. 22, 5 p.m.

Nov. 19-Dec. 16 and Jan. 2-17 
Monday-Thursday:  5-10 p.m.
Friday:  5 p.m.-midnight
Saturday:  noon-midnight
Sunday:  noon-10 p.m.
Dec. 17-Jan. 1
Daily:  11 a.m. –midnight; More time (1 
extra hour) to skate this year!
Holiday hours
Nov. 25, Thanksgiving:  2 p.m. – midnight
Nov. 26, Day after Thanksgiving:  noon – midnight
Dec. 5, San Jose Holiday Parade:  11 a.m.-midnight
Dec. 25, Christmas:  2 p.m. – midnight
Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve:   noon - 10 p.m.
Jan. 1, New Year's Day:  2 p.m. - midnight 
Jan. 17, MLK Holiday:  noon - 9 p.m.

Circle of Palms in downtown San Jose, on South Market Street across from 
Plaza de Cesar Chavez (Christmas in the Park)

RING IN 2011 WITH 
INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DANCE 

SPECTACULAR
FOREVER TANGO

DINNER AND DANCING PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

Ring in the New Year with a special 9 p.m. 
performance of the internationally celebrated 
dance spectacular Luis Bravo's Forever Tango, 
starring Cheryl Burke, two-time Dancing with the 
Stars champion and Bay Area native.  Tickets 
range in price from $100 - $250 and are available 
now at the Marines' Memorial Theatre box 
office, by phone at 415-771-6900 and on the web 
at www.marinesmemorialtheatre.com. 
Forever Tango will play San Francisco's Marines' 
Memorial Theatre for a limited engagement beginning 
Tuesday, December 21, 2010 and running through 
Sunday, January 9, 2011

Call Suzanne Frazier at 408-578-2940
or www.3hundred.com/san_jose.html

Choosing 300 for your holiday event means 
you'll enjoy an amazing menu and bar, along 
with superior service and the undeniable fun 
of bowling.



LIGHT UP THE ROW
Tuesday, November 16 · 3-9p.m.
Celebrate the kick-off of the holiday season with
 Light Up the Row, Santana Row's 9th annual holiday
 tree lighting ceremony!  Hosted by Mix 106.5's 
Marla Davies, this favorite family event will feature
 live performances, holiday entertainment, and special
guests, costumed characters, and the lighting of the
 40-foot Christmas tree in Park Valencia. Stay tuned 
as more details are announced!

SHOP, ENJOY & GIVE
Benefiting Second Harvest Food Bank
Tuesdays, November 23 - December 28 * 6-9 p.m.
Give to those in need while you complete your holiday shopping during 
Santana Row's Shop, Enjoy & Give event benefiting Second Harvest Food 
Bank!  Purchase a $20 ticket on santanarow.com or at the Concierge 
Center and receive complimentary food & wine tastings inside Santana 
Row shops and restaurants, a signature Santana Row wine glass and 
exclusive holiday shopping discounts. Plus, bring a donation of canned 
food when you purchase your ticket and receive $3 off. (Must be 21 years 
or older to attend.)

SANTANA ROW CELEBRATES HANUKKAH
Thursday, December 2 - Thursday, December 9 · 5:30 p.m. nightly, 
3:30 p.m. on Fridays
Santana Row celebrates the Jewish Festival of Lights with eight nights of 
activities in Park Valencia, including decorating dreidels, Jewish story time, 
arts & crafts, and the lighting of the Menorah.

SANTA PAWS 
Benefiting Humane Society Silicon Valley
Sunday, December 12 · 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Bring your canine and feline friends to Santana Row's Park Valencia for a 
keepsake photo with Santa Claus. Photos are $20 and a portion of the 
proceeds will benefit Humane Society Silicon Valley. Registration begins at 
10:30 a.m. in Park Valencia.

ONE WARM COAT 
Friday, November 26 - Friday, December 31
Santana Row is proud to once again partner with
One Warm Coat to help provide coats to needy
families in the Bay Area.  Simply drop off your 
new or gently used coats at one of four drop-off 
locations located throughout Santana Row (Crate & Barrel, Borders, Sur La 
Table and CineArts).  Donate a coat on Black Friday and receive a Santana 
Row logoed lawn chair.  Hurry, while supplies last.

For more information, please visit www.santanarow.com.

San Jose ICA 
Exhibitions & 
Programs Schedule 
Nov 2010 - June 2011 
Tony May: Old Technology, All galleries
November 13, 2010 - February 26, 2011
A solo 40-year retrospective exhibition of works by San Jose art 
treasure, Tony May

      The Tabard Theatre Company
Presents Brian Copeland’s

  NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN

Brian Copeland’s 
NOT A GENUINE BLACK MAN Written and 
performed by Brian Copeland Appropriate for 

audiences 18 and over

Experience the wit, wisdom and wry insights of this 
funny & touching memoir before it becomes a feature
film & TV series.

In 1972, the National Committee against Discrimination In 
Housing called San Leandro, California, a racist bastion of 
White supremacy. It was named one of the most racist 
suburbs in America. CBS NEWS and Newsweek magazine 
covered the story. The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
conducted hearings -- And then, Brian Copeland’s family 
moved to town.  "This is a wildly funny, agonizingly heart-
wrenching presentation...a jewel of a show." Pat Craig, 
Contra Costa Times.  Silicon Valley -- You've read the book! 
Now see the show!

ONLY TWO PERFORMANCES 
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND

Fri., Nov. 26 – 8pm & Sat., Nov. 27 – 8pm 
Theatre on San Pedro Square

29 North San Pedro Street, San Jose, CA 
      visit us online at www.tabardtheatre.org  

SMUIN BALLET’S FEISTY
HOLIDAY PROGRAM                            

IS A LITTLE BIT NAUGHTY

THE CHRISTMAS
BALLET 2010

EDITION

Nov 26th-Dec 24th             
MOUNTAIN VIEW PERFORMING CENTER OF ART



SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
28 in 24 Personal Assistance Service
Edwina's Errand Service
www.28in24.com

Avatar Hotel, JDV, Santa Clara
www.jdvhotels.com

Chateau Marie Antoinette Wines
www.cmawines.com

Cinnabar Vineyards & Winery
www.CinnabarWine.com

Clarion Hotel San Jose Airport
www.clarionsj.com

Club Auto Sport Silicon Valley
www.clubautosport.net

David Douglas Erskine
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
www.explorepublishing.com/

E&O Trading Company
www.eotrading.com

Garden Court Hotel
www.gardencourt.com

Emilio Guglielmo Winery
guglielmowinery.com

Fairmont Hotel San Jose
www.fairmont.com/sanjose

JoMar Labs
www.jomarlabs.com

Lone Star Limousine 
www.LnStarLimo.com

Santa Clara CVB & Chamber of Commerce
www.santaclara.org

Santa Clara Convention & Visitors Bureau
www.santaclara.org

Silicon Valley Tour Guides Association
408-978-9543

The Tabard Theatre
www.tabardtheatre.org

Toll House Hotel Los Gatos
www.tollhousehotel.com

The Wax Museum at Fisherman’s Wharf
San Francisco
www.waxmuseum.com

The Golf Club at Boulder Ridge
www.boulderridge.com

NON-PROFIT SPONSORS

California Theatre Center
www.ctcinc.org

Friends of Guadalupe River Park & Gardens
www.grpg.org

Gilroy Visitors Bureau
www.gilroyvisitor.org

International Russian Music Piano 
Competition
www.russianmusiccompetition.com

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum & 
Planetarium
www.egyptianmuseum.org

San Jose Downtown Association
www.sjdowntown.com

The Tech Museum of Innovation
www.thetech.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Executive Board
Mori Mandis, President
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Anthony Aguilar, V.P.
svcaemail@yahoo.com

Marianna Khienkina, Director of Administration
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

David Erskine, Director of Finance
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Randy Zechman Director of Marketing
randyZ@world2do.com

Advisors to the Board
Shozo Kagoshima
Anna Morris
John Blem

Board Members
Christopher Citti
Lynn Dyche
Nathan Emmett
Gus Holweger
Maria Lange
Lillian Scoyen
Victor Solanoy
June Suzuki
Donna West

CONTRIBUTORS

EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Mori Mandis
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Gus Holweger (Insiders' Track & New Faces)
gusholweger@comcast.net

Maria Lange (Touring with Maria) SVTGA
mlange206@aol.com

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) Lighthouse 
Travel & Tours www.lighthouse-tours.com

SVCA Web-site 
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com       

Contents for VAM svconcierge@mindspring.com

* * * * *
SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH

NOTE:  ARTICLES AND SPECIAL DATES APPEARING IN THE
VALLEY ACCESS E-MAGAZINE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT


