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             SAVE THE DATE

Tuesday, October 12th

Restaurant Tour on Main
Street Downtown Sunnyvale
has recently been remodeled 
and beautiful than ever.  
SVCA members will want to 
come and see the revitalized 
destination point.

Rok Bistro 
Il Postale 
Valle Sol
Firehouse Grill 

Will be inviting you to a  
Downtown Sunnyvale 
Dine-Around. 

Look for your invitation to be 
coming soon....!



THE BUCK STARTS HERE... The Grand National Rodeo (Oct 20-24)  is 
charging back into action with an exciting lineup, featuring an American 
Quarter Horse Association horse show, a renowned livestock show, 
seven professional, heart-racing rodeo events and much more. This is 
one of the largest rodeo events in the country, and brings a little bit of 
the Wild West to a more citified audience. Highlights include the horse 
show, which showcases the athletic abilities and beauty of the American 
Quarter horse with such activities as reining and team penning. Then 
check out the popular livestock show, where breeds such as yaks, 
Brahmans, Herefords, wool sheep, rabbits, and goats compete for top 
prizes; and the showstopping rodeo events, including team roping, barrel 
racing, bull riding, tie-down roping and bareback riding. No country-style 
event would be complete without a Western marketplace, where visitors 
can indulge their inner cowboy by shopping for boots, gallon hats, denim 
and more; top-notch barbecue prepared by celebrity chefs; live music 
and dancing; roping performances by the Riata Ranch Cowboy Girls; a 
Grand National Fiesta; and a Buck n’ Ball, where country line dancing 
abounds. With so much on tap, it’s easy to fall for the Western style of 
living, even in an urban setting. Performances at 7:30pm daily.  (Daly 
City: Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva Ave.; 415/404-4100)

BALLET SAN JOSE’S 25TH SEASON OPENS WITH GISELLE,
October 22-24

Ballet San Jose, the area’s premier dance company, is on pointe again 
with its 25th anniversary season, and what better way to commemorate 
this important milestone than with three masterworks? Starting with 
Giselle (Oct 22-24), followed by Swan Lake (Feb 25-27) and Roland 
Petit’s Carmen (April 1-3), as well as the ever-popular annual production 
of The Nutcracker (Dec 11-26), the 2010-2011 season should be 
inked—not penciled—into every performing arts aficionado’s calendar. 

Giselle, the beloved French Romantic classic ballet in two acts, tells the 
tale of the eponymous heroine and her romance with a nobleman, 
Albrecht. Although he is engaged to marry a duke’s daughter, he 
disguises himself as a villager in hopes of sowing some wild oats before 
settling down. He flirts with Giselle, who falls completely in love with him. 
The handsome Albrecht then finds himself also falling in love with 
Giselle, but when his ruse is discovered, Giselle goes mad and dies from 
a broken heart. Guilt-ridden, Albrecht mourns by Giselle’s grave, 
begging for her forgiveness. She appears before him as a spirit and 
because her love for the nobleman still remains strong, she forgives him. 
Nonetheless, the Wilis, female spirits who were scorned before their 
wedding days and seek revenge on all men by making them dance to 
death, attack Albrecht and sentence him to death. In the end, Giselle’s 
undying love saves her lover from his impending doom and lets her 
finally rest in peace. 

First presented in Paris in 1841, this ballet is probably best known for its 
sought-after starring roles, since performing the parts of Giselle and 
Albrecht requires not only technical perfection but also grace and 
dramatic skill. Those distinctions go to principal dancer Karen Gabay as 
Giselle and Maykel Solas as Albrecht, who, along with the rest of the 
talented company, perform artistic director Dennis  Nahat’s 
choreography to the beautiful music of Adolphe Adam. (Alternating in the 
leads will be Maria Jacobs and Ramon Moreno and Alexsandra Meijer 
and Anton Pankevitch.)

Fri, 8pm; Sat, 1:30 & 8pm; Sun, 1:30pm. Tickets: $30-$100; Saturday 
Family Matinee: $16-$60.  (San Jose: Center for the Performing Arts, 
255 Almaden Blvd.; 408/288-2800; www.balletsj.org)

Stephanie Soong , contributing editor
stephanie@explorepublishing.com

Sew Good... The annual Pacific International Quilt Festival (Oct 14-17) 
rolls into Santa Clara again with an impressive showcase of more than 
800 quilts and pieces of wearable and textile art. This is the largest show 
of its kind on the West Coast, and not only offers a wide range of art, but 
also more than 60 workshops and lectures by world-renowned 
instructors. New and expert crafters can attend such classes as 
Hawaiian quilt making, quilted photography and clothing design, then hit 
the 300-booth Merchants Mall to browse and buy fabrics, notions, 
machines, wearable art and everything else under the sun for sewers of 
all levels. Other festival highlights include a quilt competition, with 
international talent from virtually every continent; a fashion show of 
wearable art; and a Quilters Adventure Tour to the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles, the 4th Street Market in Berkeley and to the home and 
studios of Roberta Horton and Mary Mashuta, two internationally 
recognized quilters. Wed, 7:30-9pm; Thurs-Sat, 10-6; Sun, 10-5. (Santa 
Clara: Convention Center, 5001 Great America Pkwy.; 215/862-5828)

Good Olde-Fashioned Fun... Kings, queens, knights and maidens come 
together at the annual Northern California Renaissance Faire (thru Oct 
17). Held weekends, this lively recreation of a Renaissance-era harvest 
fair offers arts, crafts, foods, wines and frothy ales, while costumed 
singers, dancers, jugglers and actors perform on stage and throughout 
the grounds. Fair-goers are invited to wear their own period costumes 
and participate in activities such as archery, axe throwing and darts. 
Don’t miss the themed weekends, where revelers are invited to dress up 
as pirates, Bacchanal masqueraders and more. And enjoy the live Celtic 
Rock Series, Saturdays at 6pm with the Young Dubliners (Oct 2), Molly’s 
Revenge (Oct 9) and the Wicked Tinkers (Oct 16). Sat-Sun, 10-6. 
(Hollister: Casa de Fruta Country Park; 408/847-FAIR)

Smashing Pumpkins... The autumn season kicks off on the coast with 
the annual Half Moon Bay Art & Pumpkin Festival (Oct 16-17), as the 
downtown area bursts into all shades of orange and red. Going 40 years 
strong, this family-friendly pumpkin extravaganza offers something for 
everyone. Festival-goers can see the pomp and fanfare of the Great 
Pumpkin parade; see the mesmerizing gourd artwork of Farmer Mike 
(pictured above), who lives up to his reputation as the Picasso of 
pumpkin carvers by sculpting a monstrous half-ton pumpkin; and check 
out three stages of live music covering every genre from rock to jazz to 
folk. There’s also a harvest-inspired craft marketplace; a spine-tingling 
haunted house; a rock climbing wall; several pie-eating contests; a 
Pumpkin Run/Walk on Coastside Trail; a youth talent show; and a 
smorgasbord of home-style comfort foods and drink. Of course, the 
culinary highlights are pumpkin-infused foods, such as pie, pancakes, 
ice cream, sausage, cookies and bread. Sat-Sun, 9-5. (Half Moon Bay: 
Main St.; 650/726-9652)



PAR
Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

Who will pay for all of this, should my – wishful – stakeholder summit 
materialize and many of the needed projects be agreed upon? Cutting the 
city’s administrative costs, asking the firemen, teachers and police 
department unions to make wage concessions, eliminating or lowering 
preferential tax treatments for corporations, and raising sales taxes (other 
than property taxes) and tobacco and alcohol taxes.

The status quo is not sustainable and there must be a concerted effort to 
not let San Jose become a victim of creative paralysis or lack of willingness 
of the many special interest groups to agree to a compromise. Mayor Reed, 
Team San Jose, and Carl Guardino, CEO of the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group need all of our support to make San Jose truly the “Capital of Silicon 
Valley”. The Silicon Valley Concierge Association supports any and all 
efforts to this effect. 

Other matters for us “Insiders”:

 Congratulations – again – to Lisa Gullickson, SVBTA’s
Concierge of the Year 2010 Linda Goldston’s article in the 
September 9 issue of the SJMN gave her well-deserved kudos 
for her many, creative and well-received services for the 
residents of  “The 88” high rise condominium in downtown San 
Jose. 

 USA TODAY – in its June 23 issue had an article entitled: 
“Hotels give deals to do less cleaning”. It states that “More 
hotels are cutting back on housekeeping services” (such as not 
replacing the linen or towels daily, giving guests a $20-a-night” 
discount if they agree to go without housekeeping for three 
days; etc.)
I guess they are following the airlines that are now nickel-and-
diming their passengers for blankets, pillows, and as of late for 
bulk-head seats. Isn’t business travel wonderful? I hope 
concierges are not asked to let guests find what they need on 
the internet!

 “Team San Jose supports Pink Poodle…sort of” was in a 
recently published note in the SJMN Internal Affairs section 
(which covers an “offbeat look at local (SJ) Politics. On Team 
San Jose’s website (www.sanjose.org)it listed a visit to the Pink 
Poodle (“the lovely ladies of the Pink Poodle gentleman’s 
club”), as a top recommendation. This was countermanded by 
a disclaimer on the site that reads:” These pages do not in any 
way constitute official Team San Jose content. The views and 
opinions expressed in the pages are strictly of the page 
authors” (who, I guess, shall remain nameless??)

In the next issue, I will list many, long overdue, testimonials and thank-you
to the many supporters of SVBTA, who have hosted venues for its 
members, sponsored or co-sponsored special events such as the Annual 
Hospitality Awards celebration, or in other ways supported the hospitality 
industry. 

Have a wonderful Fall 2010
Gus Holweger
Contributing Editor and Board Member of SVCA
Your comments and suggestions are always welcome
gusholweger@comcast.net

What if we could get all the stakeholders in the future of San Jose 
together to come up with a comprehensive, affordable, and feasible 
strategic plan? 

Sound like wishful thinking? I don’t think so. San Jose has given itself 
the moniker “Capital of Silicon Valley”. Well, the New York Times in its 
Sept. 12 Sunday Travel Section had an article under the heading “36 
Hours in Silicon Valley”. The  San Jose Mercury News in this weekend’s 
edition comments on Ashlee Vance’s NY Times article since it 
recommends Los Gatos and many others, Non-San Jose locations, as 
trendier as and more representative of Silicon Valley than San Jose. 
In the 28 years that I have lived in Silicon Valley, I have seen many 
attempts to make San Jose earn the label of “Capital of Silicon Valley” –
it hasn’t stuck just yet.

What would it take to make this happen? Let me suggest some 
ways: 

Let Mayor Reed sequester all stakeholders: Team San Jose, the 
Unions, the  Educational institutions, the Museums, the Hotels, 
representatives of the utility and transportation companies, 
representatives of the business community, the Parks and Recreation 
department, - the list goes on.  

 Present to the parties the realities of the city’s resources 
and needs to fund the many good ideas that have been on 
the table and may result from a suggested “stakeholder 
summit”. Part of the presentation should also focus on 

         what might happen if the status quo in city planning persists. 
 Have total transparency on all topics so that the citizens of 

San Jose can support – with their votes and tax dollars – the 
deserving projects that will, hopefully, result from the summit. 

The following items should be ‘must’ items on the agenda: 

 Create a viable San Jose downtown that will support an 
expanded convention center. This might be 
accomplished by keeping excellent restaurants from 
closing, by not using parking fees to raise needed funds, by 
not raising the hotel tax for the same purpose, by 
supporting cultural venues (Ballet San Jose, the Repertory 
Theatre, San Jose Opera, San Jose Stage to name a few). 

 Create a strategic plan for integrating the various 
decentralized attractions  in the city: The Mexican 
Heritage Plaza, Santana Row, the Garden City Casino, 
Happy Hollow Zoo, San Pedro Square. This is a challenge        
given the lack of coordinated public transportation and 
diverging special interests. 

 Promote the Arts and Sciences. The Tech Museum of 
Innovation, the San Jose Museum of Art, the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts and Textiles, MACLA, the 
Institute of Contemporary Art, the Children’s’ Discovery 
Museum might engage in an ongoing, joint promotional 
campaign. The Zero One biennial art festival must become 
an institution. 

 Refrain from wishful thinking. I think about the downtown 
car race that,  thankfully died after a two-year effort. I also 
think that building a sports stadium to attract the Oakland A’s 
to San Jose  will not help to enhance the city’s  image as the
Capital of Silicon Valley, apart from the fact that downtown
has, at this time is very little to attract sports fans. 





Half Moon Bay Food & Wine Fare
Get away to Half Moon Bay, known for beautiful views, great 
food and fabulous wine. Live the good life by attending the 
first annual Half Moon Bay Food & Wine Fare, Saturday, 
November 13, 2010 from 12:00pm until 4:00pm at Oceano 
Hotel & Spa, Harbor Village Shops. 

Admission is free! Guest can purchase a logo’d 
Winegrowers glass for $5 and $1 per ticket for wine tasting; 
Wineries will be offering wine by the taste, glass and bottle. 
The event will feature wines from over 20 Santa Cruz 
Mountains Wineries. Come hungry because a dozen local 
Half Moon Bay restaurants will be cooking up some 
delicious food for sale. For more information please visit 
www.scmwa.com or call 831/685-8463. 

The 88 Condominium High-rise
& Sherman Cellars

SVCA Reception & Honoring Special Guests:
Corporate Concierges

All SVCA members are invited to join us atop The 88 
in our 21st floor observation terrace for a hosted 
reception featuring the top-rated wines of Creekview 
Vineyards, Santa Clara Valley, and celebrating some 
unsung concierges: Corporate staff of South Bay 
companies who make work-life easier for their 
employees. Are you, or do you know, the hardest-
working corporate concierge in Silicon Valley? 

Call Ron Heckman by Oct 20: 415-317-2463

When: Wed. Oct 27
Time:      6-8pm
Where: The 88

88 E. San Fernando at 2nd, San Jose
www.the88sj.com"

Last month I celebrated my birthday
with friends from Napa to Santa Cruz…

Napa

Have you seen downtown Napa recently?  It is looking and feeling 
great.  We had a delicious dinner at Oenotri and afterwards walked over 
to the new, $72 million Riverfront complex. Imagine Santana Row on a 
river. One hot spot is Morimoto's: a fun place, great decor, famous "Iron 
Chef"...all on the Napa River. Higher end restaurants are planned. Other 
restaurants downtown Napa I've enjoyed are Angele and Celadon.  
Also breakfast at ABC, Alexis Baking Company.....a local favorite 
with tasty and inventive dishes.

Santa Cruz

I continued celebrating in Santa Cruz at Johnny's Harborside Restaurant 
and Bar. It has a flavorful menu, fresh fish and a great happy hour.  
The harbor has lots to offer. Rent a kayak or stand up board and venture 
out to the ocean. Afterwards stop for a drink or meal at the Crows Nest, 
Aldos or Johnny's.

Happy Hours

Speaking of happy hours, they all seem to be more about the food now 
than the discounted drink prices.  Some recent favorites: 
Reposada (another birthday event) and the Fish Market in Palo Alto, 
Bushido's and Cantankerous Fish in Mountain View.  After work 
recently at the Hyatt Regency Burlingame I enjoyed tasty $2.00 
beef tacos at Knuckles, the hotel's sports bar. For the best tacos try the
tacos de calle at Reposada, fish, chicken and carne asada.

Coast

October is my favorite month along the coast. Hope you and your clients 
get to experience it. Pick pumpkins in Half Moon Bay or hike a coastal 
trail. I am looking forward to camping at BigSur to celebrate more 
birthdays...this time my grandsons....with whom all my hours are happy.

Maria Lange 
mlange206@aol.com

TOURING WITH MARIA



                              

Beyond Golden Clouds:
Five Centuries of Japanese Screens
October 15, 2010 – January 16, 2011 

An ideal combination of function and beauty, Japanese folding 
screens, or byōbu ("wind wall"), have inspired generations of 
artists to create career-defining masterpieces; indeed, screens 
represent some of the highest accomplishments of Japanese 
painting. This exhibition showcases forty-one large scale 
examples from the esteemed collections of the Art Institute of 
Chicago and Saint Louis Art Museum, celebrating the full 
range of the format in various media including traditional paper 
and silk as well as stoneware and varnish. Artworks range in 
date from the late sixteenth century to daring works from the 
late twentieth century, demonstrating the longevity of this art 
form as well as its currency among modern-day artists.

Spooks & Scares at KIDS Corner, from:

         

To all ghosts, ghouls and goblins galore
Artsopolis has your Halloween events in store

Walk through a mansion, spooky and dark
Or trick-or-treat with zoo animals in a park

There’s even acrobatic feats
To satisfy your Trick-or-Treats!

“Haunt” for more events at:  www.artsopolis.com.

The Zoppé Italian Family Circus welcomes guests into their 
intimate Big Top for a one-ring circus that honors the best history 
of the Old-World Italian circus tradition. Starring Nino the clown, 
the circus features acrobatic feats, equestrian showmanship, 
canine capers, and plenty of clowning around. 10/14 - 10/24 in 
Redwood City. For more information call 650-780-7586 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440898579.

Trick-or-Treat inside a Zoo and Trick-or-Treat at the Park, too!  
Stations will be set up throughout Happy Hollow and History Park
in San Jose, providing a fun, safe and family friendly experience 
for all little ghouls and goblins. Admission includes trolley car rides, 
puppet shows, and access to the zoo animals! 10/31 only. For 
more information call 408-794-6400 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440932395.  

Do the phantoms still lurk in the maze-like corridors of the 
Winchester Mystery House? Tour the rambling mansion with only a 
flashlight and your imagination to find out… 10/31 only at 
Winchester Mystery House in San Jose. For more information 
call 408-247-2101 or visit 
www.artsopolis.com/event/detail/440806219.

      



        Luke Jerram, British artist, is behind this project.  The 
pianos have arrived in several different international cities since 
2008.  Belfast, New York City, London, Bath, Barcelona, Sydney, 
Sao Paulo ...... and now these cities: New Pecs (Hungary),
Cincinnati, and San Jose are a part of this venture.

Luke's vision: "I suddenly realized that within a city, there must 
be hundreds of these invisible communities, regularly spending 
time with one another in silence. I hoped that by placing a piano 
into the space acts as a catalyst for conversation." 

( HP Pavilion (locals call the Sharks Tank)

More information is at the Play Me I'm Yours website. People 
may read the stories playing the piano with a group of friends 
with a picture at the website.
http://www.streetpianos.com/sanjose2010/about
Donna West Lighthouse Tours Meetings & Tours ~ 

San Jose – Music is in the Air  

September was the month for San Jose adventures.   It was 
like a scavenger hunt – searching for pianos.

Santana Row (Yes, those are antlers on top of the piano)

Pianos? Yes, street pianos.  This was such a great idea to 
bring communities together while they enjoy playing their own 
music with friends and families.

Play Me, I'm Yours has arrived in San Jose, CA.  There were 
20 street pianos scattered throughout public parks, streets, 
and squares to enjoy for themselves.  These pianos were a 
part of San Jose's 2010 SJ Biennial and found here through 
September 22. 

There is a website (link is a bottom of post) set up 
documenting each piano's journey – the website will connect 
the pianos and their communities across the city. After the 
project, the pianos will be donated to local schools and 
community groups

NEWEST VENUE IN SAN FRANCISCO

COMING THIS FALL: 'The Winery' –
San Francisco's Winery & Event Center

LOOK FOR INVITE
COMING SOON THIS FALL

200 California Avenue, Bldg. 180 North, San Francisco, CA 94130
415-SF-JUICE (415-735- ) | inf@winery-sf.com

  http://winery-sf.com
Open Daily: Mon-Fri by Appointment, Sat-Sun 1p-5p

Opening October 2010



SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
28 in 24 Personal Assistance Service
Edwina's Errand Service
www.28in24.com

Avatar Hotel, JDV, Santa Clara
www.jdvhotels.com

Chateau Marie Antoinette Wines
www.cmawines.com

Cinnabar Vineyards & Winery
www.CinnabarWine.com

Clarion Hotel San Jose Airport
www.clarionsj.com

Club Auto Sport Silicon Valley
www.clubautosport.net

David Douglas Erskine
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Discover Silicon Valley Magazine
www.explorepublishing.com/

E&O Trading Company
www.eotrading.com

Garden Court Hotel
www.gardencourt.com

Emilio Guglielmo Winery
guglielmowinery.com

Fairmont Hotel San Jose
www.fairmont.com/sanjose

JoMar Labs
www.jomarlabs.com

Lone Star Limousine 
www.LnStarLimo.com

Santa Clara CVB & Chamber of Commerce
www.santaclara.org

Santa Clara Convention & Visitors Bureau
www.santaclara.org

Silicon Valley Tour Guides Association
408-978-9543

The Tabard Theatre
www.tabardtheatre.org

Toll House Hotel Los Gatos
www.tollhousehotel.com

The Wax Museum at Fisherman’s Wharf
San Francisco
www.waxmuseum.com

The Golf Club at Boulder Ridge
www.boulderridge.com

NON-PROFIT SPONSORS

California Theatre Center
www.ctcinc.org

Friends of Guadalupe River Park & Gardens
www.grpg.org

Gilroy Visitors Bureau
www.gilroyvisitor.org

International Russian Music Piano 
Competition
www.russianmusiccompetition.com

Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum & 
Planetarium
www.egyptianmuseum.org

San Jose Downtown Association
www.sjdowntown.com

The Tech Museum of Innovation
www.thetech.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Executive Board
Mori Mandis, President
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Anthony Aguilar, V.P.
svcaemail@yahoo.com

Marianna Khienkina, Director of Administration
Marianna.Khienkina@sanjoseca.gov

David Erskine, Director of Finance
derskine@dinahshotel.com

Randy Zechman Director of Marketing
randyZ@world2do.com

Advisors to the Board
Shozo Kagoshima
Anna Morris
John Blem

Board Members
Christopher Citti
Shawna Dedrick
Lynn Dyche
Nathan Emmett
Gus Holweger
Maria Lange
Jeffrey Phillips
Lillian Scoyen
Missy Singer
Victor Solanoy
June Suzuki
Donna West

CONTRIBUTORS

EDITOR/PUBLISHER
Mori Mandis
svconcierge@mindspring.com

Gus Holweger (Insiders' Track & New Faces)
gusholweger@comcast.net

Maria Lange (Touring with Maria) SVTGA
mlange206@aol.com

Donna West (Off the Beaten Path) Lighthouse 
Travel & Tours www.lighthouse-tours.com

SVCA Web-site 
www.SiliconValleyConcierge.com       
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* * * * *
SVCA Membership 

SVCA Member $50.00
 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine
Non-Profit Groups $50.00

 FAM event invitations
 Valley Access E-Magazine

Sponsors $150.00
 FAM events invitation
        (Up to 5 attendees)
  Listing on Website
         & Valley Access Recognition   
Associates         Complimentary
 Valley Access E-Magazine 
     
Contact Information & Dues:
Anthony Aguilar
V.P. Communication & Marketing
65 Washington Street  #113
Santa Clara, CA 95050

E-Mail: svcaemail@yahoo.com

E-MAIL:  SVCONCIERGE@MINDSPRING.COM
DEADLINE TO SUMBIT ARTICLES FOR E-MAGAZINE, IS THE 15TH OF THE MONTH

NOTE:  ARTICLES AND SPECIAL DATES APPEARING IN THE
VALLEY ACCESS E-MAGAZINE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT


