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Join us for South FIRST FRIDAYS 
8pm 'til LATE-ART-WALK venues 
are open late & are free In the SoFA 
District (So. First Street between San Carlos 
and E. Reed streets)

Caffé Trieste - 315 South First Street Live 
Music: Opera San José performing favorite arias 

Anno Domini // the second coming of Art & Design - 366 
South First Street

Art Glass Center of San Jose - 465 South First Street

Downtown Yoga Shala - 450 South First Street
MACLA - 510 South First Street

San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art - 560 South First 
Street

San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles - 520 South First 
Street

SLG Art Boutiki & Gallery - 577 South Market Street

South First Billiards Club & Lounge - 420 South First 
Street

Space47 - 47 E. William Street (between 1st & 2nd 
streets)

Works San Jose - 451 South First Street
Over on South Fourth Street

KALEID gallery- 88 South Fourth  Street (at San 
Fernando)

For full listing of events and 
information: please visit www.SouthFirstFridays.com
call 408-271-5155     

Media Sponsor: Metro Newspapers

Two Fish Design produces this event with additional 
support provided by the San Jose Downtown
 Association and the San Jose Redevelopment Agency.

SILICON VALLEY 
CONCIERGE ASSOCIATION

AND

          
PRESENT THE FIRST OF MANY

A BARTENDER”S CONTEST

Cocktail gurus who approach
 drink-making like mad scientists...

New cocktails invented by an ever-growing
 horde of  “mixologists” who try to out-innovate, 

our-clever or out-classic one another….
 Lavanya Ramanathan

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2009   

Downtown San Jose Bartenders 
will compete their

“MIXOLOGIST” technique 
and serve samples

     DISTINGUISHED JUDGES
    

     HORS D’OEUVRES

 FLAIR demonstration

SPONSOR: Canton –
Baby Vietnamese Ginger

INVITATION TO FOLLOW



Headliner Productions!
Special Holiday Entertainment Just for You . . .

 Big Sur: 
There are many points of interest at Big Sur. Henry Miller the 
famous author lived there once and so did his good friend Emil 
Weiss who established the Henry Miller memorial library. 
The following two locations deserve particular attention: 
The Esalen Institute at Big Sur: This grandmother of all human 
potential center offers workshops and retreats year-round. 
Founded in the early 1960s by two Stanford alumni, Michael
Murphy and Richard Price, the Institute soon became a symbol of 
the radical thinking of the 60s generation. Many new holistic 
modalities were spawned from the early days, including, most 
famously, Fritz Perls’ Gestalt Therapy. Esalen Institute is at 55000
Hwy 1, Big Sur, CA. For details go to: www.esalen.org
Nepenthe Restaurant: Located on the Big Sur cliffs, 808 feet 
above the Pacific Ocean, Nepenthe’s boasts sweeping views of 
the rugged Santa Lucia Mountains and the wild south coast of 
Monterey County. Angula Mountains plunge into the crashing surf 
below, and on a clear day, there is no limit to the scenery, 
unspoiled and immense in nature. Opened in 1949 by the Fassett 
family, the restaurant is nestled among native oak trees and a 
historic cabin (now faced by brick) that was once owned by Orson 
Welles and Rita Hayworth. Nepenthe’s was also a gathering place 
and noted bohemians haunt, and is noted for its foray into the film 
industry during the shooting of the “Sandpiper” featuring Elizabeth 
Taylor and Richard Burton. Just as notable are, of course, the 
culinary offerings with more than seventy-five special recipes from 
the Fassets. Nepenthe is located at 48510 Hwy 1, Big Sur, CA. For 
details go to: www.nepenthebigsur.com

Hearst Castle Overnight

Dream of a royal overnight when you were
 treated to the treasures of the Castle! Some
 may dream and some dreams come true... 
Hearst Castle Overnight is a party of friends, 
supporting art preservation and education. 
Last year, one Bay Area couple invited eight friends to the ultimate 
get-away at the top — swimming in the Neptune Pool, tennis on 
the Castle courts, dinner on the Terrace under a canopy of stars, 
an after-dinner old-time movie in the Hearst Theater, a stroll in the 
garden and the night was just for the two of them in the room with 
the view of the Pacific. The next day and night were equally 
spectacular at a luxury resort, highlighted with by a day of wine 
tasting, lunching in the vineyards and a chef’s table of delectable 
back at the resort.

Details for this encore presentation are being carefully crafted for 
the 2010 Hearst Castle Overnight, celebrating Friends of Hearst 
Castle’s 25th anniversary! Some dream and some do.

Holiday Feast
Saturday, December 5
5:00PM
Hearst Castle Refectory

An extraordinary way to begin the holidays, celebrating a decade 
of glitter and glamour, Holiday Feast is the most exclusive event of 
the season. A limousine whisks you up the scenic and winding 
road to the Castle for a rare and unique opportunity to dine in the 
historic Refectory in the company of 100 other discerning guests. 
The exquisitely catered, multi- course meal is paired with premium 
Central Coast wines for a sumptuous and exceptional dining 
experience. Friends of Hearst Castle will present every Holiday 
Feast guest with a unique Castle-inspired treasure to take home 
and cherish.

Gus Holweger, gusholweger@comcast.net

This is the season to enjoy the Coast in Northern California! 
Newcomers to the area and,  I am certain, a good many tourists do not 
know that the ideal times to drive along Highway 1 are in the spring and 
fall. That’s when the coast is mostly clear of fog or marine layers of low 
laying clouds, the air is crisp and the views spectacular.  
If your guests or you are not among the fortunate ones to enjoy an aerial 
view of the many attractions from the twelve-passenger gondola of the 
Zeppelin NT ‘Eureka’(www.airshipventures.com) soaring over San 
Francisco Bay, Santa Cruz, or over the Bay of Monterey and Big Sur, 
you may want to recommend to your guests  to take a day trip by  car 
down Highway 1. There are many attractions and the trip may well 
extend beyond one day. 

Here are a few ideas for places to visit that offer not only wonderful 
views of the Northern California coast but also interesting histories from 
the pioneer days to more recent times: 
From North to South here are a few recommendations: 

 Fort Funston, San Francisco: 
“Fort Funston is one of the best places on the planet to hang glide” says 
one of the members of the “Fellow Feathers” Club. Consistently flyable 
winds year round, easy access from all over the SF. Bay area, a variety 
of challenging and rewarding weather and the colorful hang-gliders 
above -  it is a ‘must’ stop along the Pacific. Check it out: 
www.flyfunston.org/

 Wilder Ranch and Wilder Ranch State Park
Wilder Ranch was originally the main rancho supplying San Cruz 
Mission, and later became a successful and innovative dairy ranch. The 
grounds include Victorian homes, barns, shops, gardens and a historic 
adobe. Major wetlands restoration projects have attracted some of the 
original flora and fauna back to the area – a park that covers 
approximately 7,000 acres with 34 miles of hiking, biking and equestrian 
trails winding through coastal terraces and valleys. The address is: 1401 
Old Coast Road, Santa Cruz, CA 95060. For details see: 
www.santacruzstateparks.org/parks/wilder/

 The Monterey Bay Aquarium: 
 It’s widely recognized as a role model for aquariums. The 
permanent exhibits such as the Sea Otter part, or the Kelp Forest where 
scuba divers periodically feed the many species of fish, and watch out 
for mollusks, anemones, and the flora in the gigantic tank, reflect the life 
in the Pacific in Monterey Bay. There are also special exhibits such as, 
in the past, the one of Sharks from throughout the world, or the one 
about dozens of species of Jellyfish and currently the one about 
seahorses. The Aquarium also has, as of late, a white Shark, a rarity 
among this species.  Monterey with its Cannery Row of John Steinbeck 
fame and the view of its Bay should not be missed.  For details go to: 
www.montereybayaquarium.orgconditions, convenient top landing, and 
the near-mythical Funston Shear make it an all-around favorite. So, 
whether one hang-glides or just wants to enjoy the view of the beach 
below
 Point Lobos: 
About one mile South of the Carmel Mission is the Park entrance to 
Point Lobos, yet another spectacular tourist destination that is 
frequented by plain air painters, photographers, and hikers. About a 
century ago, Point Lobos’ Whalers’ Cove was the initial landing and 
processing location for Whales that were caught in and around Monterey 
Bay. A small museum houses the tools and other remnants of that era. 
You will recognize it by the many abalone shells in front of it. 
For details go to: www.pt.lobos.parks.ca.us



  
Tutankhamun and 
the Golden Age of 
the Pharaohs

More than 3,000 years after his reign, and 30 years after the 
original exhibition opened in San Francisco, Tutankhamun, 
ancient Egypt’s celebrated “boy king,” returns to the de Young 
Museum. In the summer of 2009 the de Young presents 
Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs, a glorious 
exhibition of over 130 outstanding works from the tomb of 
Tutankhamun, as well as those of his royal predecessors, his 
family, and court officials.

On view from June 27, 2009, through March 28, 2010 at the de 
Young, Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs
provides insight into the life of Tutankhamun and other royals of 
the 18th Dynasty (1555–1305 BC). All of the treasures in the 
exhibition are more than 3,000 years old.

de Young Museum
50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive

Golden Gate Park
San Francisco, CA 94118

415.750.3600
_____________________

September at Montalvo
With Silicon Valley NACE

PLEASE RESERVE EARLY -- reservations must be 
pre-paid by September 11.

Join us for an evening of great networking, 
cocktails and appetizers, a fine dinner, an 
educational program to help us work more 

successfully, member testimonials & affiliate 
presentations, and exciting raffle prizes.

This is a wonderful opportunity to mix with your 
friends in Silicon Valley's hospitality industry. Bring 
a colleague and you'll both benefit! See the menu 

and the details for this and recent meetings on 
SiliconValleyNACE.org.

Tuesday, September 15, 2009
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Villa Montalvo
15400 Montalvo Drive, Saratoga, CA 95071

104 
Montgomery 
Street

The Presidio of 
San Francisco

San Francisco, 
94129

T 415 345 6800

Opening Day: October 1, 2009
wednesday-monday: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
closed every tuesday and on january 1, july 4,
thanksgiving day, and december 25

I took a mini FAM  to San Francisco last week with fellow SVTG member 
Susan Huch. We stayed at the Sheraton at the Marina where we had worked 
with CruiseWest, which unfortunately has stopped their Fall Cruises to the 
Wine Country.
The hotel is ideally located for those wishing to spend time visiting Alcatraz, 
Pier 39, The Wharf and the many historical ships. The lovely Argonaut Hotel
offers free tours on weekends and the also the Maritime Museum has free 
tours daily.
After a delicious fish taco at the Eagle Cafe on Pier 39 we watched the harbor 
seals while waiting for the Adventure Cat, a 55-foot catamaran (48 pax) that 
leaves from Dock J on Pier 39.  We sailed around Alcatraz and under the 
Golden Gate Bridge. It is a lovely way to spend a quiet time on the Bay, 
since we were under sail for most of the 1 1/2 hours. The young captain did 
an excellent job and you can stay warm (they provide jackets) and dry inside 
or be wet and wild outside.

That evening we took public transit to AT&T Park to cheer on the Giants 
with other tour guides.  It is such a fun and beautiful park.  However Muni was 
rather slow...we walked back to the hotel in half the time but we walked off 
those garlic fry's. To be fair Caltrain up and Muni over to the Wharf was a 
breeze, specially the beautiful old F-Line trolleys. If you are not a baseball fan, 
go to Opera at the Ballpark on September 19 at 8pm.  It is a free live video 
simulcast of Verdi's Il Trovatore.

The next day we took a 3 1/2 hour tour of San Francisco with The 
Great Pacific Tour Company. This is a company we have used with cruise 
ship guest and reviews have always been positive. They use 13  passenger 
vans, are comfortable and the guides are very personable.  A late lunch 
outside at Acme Chop House at Willie Mayes Plaza and the baby bullet 
train home to reflect on all our area has to offer.

www.adventurecat.com
www.greatpacifictour.com
www.sfopera.com/simulcast

MARIA LANGE, SILICON VALLEY TOUR GUIDES  “SVTGA”
mlange206@aol.com



Cool Down at one of San Jose’s Hottest Sports Facilities

A hot venue is at the Sharks Ice San Jose.  Yes, ice skating for everyone 
with the Sharks in San Jose!  In January, I wrote an article about how the 
HP Pavilion, where the San Jose Sharks play their games and how it may 
be used for catered events.  Sharks Ice San Jose, used by the San Jose 
Sharks to practice behind the scenes, has four different rinks and is located 
on Tenth Street in San Jose. 

This facility is available to the public with free skating, ice hockey leagues, 
a delicious bar and restaurant, and did you know they offer catered events 
of all kinds like birthday and corporate parties?  The building is open from 5 
a.m. to 1 a.m., office hours are from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.  Be sure to check the 
website for schedules of assorted events and for Stanley’s Sports Bar & 
Restaurant.

  Stanley’s Bar & Restaurant

Tom Jemas
Stanley’s Sports Bar Manager &
Food & Beverage Manager
(408) 999-6786
http://www.sharksiceatsanjose.com/index.asp

         Sharks Ice San Jose

This is the largest rink facility west of the Mississippi and is one of only 
seven rink facilities in the United States that currently operates at least four 
NHL-sized ice rinks. 
San Jose Ice, along with Fremont Ice and Oakland Ice, is under the 
management of SVSE (Silicon Valley Sports Entertainment).  

Our August SVCA Board meeting was held in the Board 
Room at this facility and finds these active Board Members:

Photos by Donna West, Lighthouse Tours  

Right to left:  Missy Singer, Anthony Aguilar, Lillian Scoyen, 
John Price, Nathan Emmett, Lynn Dyche, and Marianna 
Khienkina.  Call Tom Jemas for information about Food & 
Beverage @ Sharks Ice San Jose!

Donna West
Lighthouse Tours 
There are plenty of things to do in town this year!

FLEET WEEK - AIR SHOW CRUISES

Oct 10 & 11: San Francisco's historic Red and White
Fleet® is proud to celebrate Fleet Week 2009. Join us 
on beautiful San Francisco Bay for the best views of 
the annual Fleet Week festivities!

"We are delighted to offer our popular Fleet Week 
Cruises to visitors and residents alike also in 2009" 
said Tom Escher, President of Red and White Fleet. 
"This is our ninth year of operating the cruise and it's a 
pleasure to see old and new customers alike come out 
to enjoy this great San Francisco spectacle." 

Fleet Week is a unique tribute to the U.S. military with 
a breathtaking showcase of military planes, ships and 
more. The world-renowned Navy Blue Angels will 
perform their air show above San Francisco Bay and 
the Golden Gate Bridge, along with the Air Force F-16 
Demonstration Team.

Air Show Cruises will depart on October 10 & 11 at 
2:00 PM and last for 2 hours. The cruise price 
includes appetizers and one complimentary beer, wine 
or soda. A cash bar with snacks, drinks and 
merchandise will be available on-board.

Adults (18+): $48    Youth (5-17): $34   



HSMAI-NC - "Which Way is Up? 
Sales Planning in an Unpredictable 
Market" Event on Sept. 29th 2009   
The Board of Directors of the Northern California Chapter of HSMAI
invites you to join them for a luncheon program on Monday, September 
28, 2009 at the Parc 55 Hotel.  This is a must-attend event for all General 
Managers, Directors of Sales and Marketing, Revenue Managers, Hotel 
Owners, Tourism Industry Managers, Bureaus and other travel 
organizations and professionals.

Starting to work on your 2010 Marketing Plan and budget?  It’s a challenging 
year to predict. Need data, advice, forecasts, and stats?  Here you are! Take a look 
at the Bay Area business and hospitality industry landscape. Learn where they are 
headed from two of the top experts in the field. Please join us as we learn from 
industry leaders about key insights, facts, figures, and trends important to Bay Area 
hoteliers.  This very popular program will cover Bay Area business forecasts and top-
line hospitality industry forecasting for 2010.

PROGRAM PRESENTERS ARE:                                                     
Thomas E. Callahan, CPA, CRE, MAI 
Co-President and Chief Executive Officer - West 
PKF Consulting                                                                                       
Dan Goldes
Executive Vice President & Chief Stakeholder Officer
San Francisco Convention & Visitors Bureau                           
Contact:   kelvinn@meetingpossibilities.com

 See the Dave Brubeck Quartet live at the Fox 
Theatre, September 19.        

 Join us for the Jazz 
Festival "After Party" 
on September 24. 

September 24, Thursday  6:30pm - 8:30pm
Where: The Sonoma Chicken Coop, 5925 Almaden 
Expressway, San Jose 
Fee: $25 at the door (benefiting San Jose Jazz 
education programs)
RSVP: to madelync@sanjosejazz.org by Sept. 18

 Hear Diem Jones & Equanimity at the next 
Jazz Showcase gig, September 20.

Prepare for the arrival of Klingons, Romulans, 
Cardassians, Borgs and, of course, Vulcans as STAR 
TREK: THE EXHIBITION sets a course for The Tech 
Museum at warp speed.

DATE:  OCTOBER 26, 2009

WHERE: THE TECH MUSEUM
OF INNOVATION

LOOK FOR THE UPCOMING
EMAIL EVENT INVITATION TO

SVCA MEMBERS

The extraordinary Exhibition includes the original 
costumes, genuine props and authentic recreations of 
sets from all five Star Trek television series and 11 Star 
Trek feature films, including the new box office smash 
hit, which chronicles the early days of James T. Kirk 
and his fellow U.S.S Enterprise crew members.
As in past blockbusters such as “Leonardo: 500 Years 
into the Future,” The Tech Museum has partnered with 

Team San Jose to bring the popular showcase to 
Silicon Valley. The Exhibition, spread across more than 
15,000-square-feet, will be housed in Parkside Hall -
operated by Team San Jose - adjacent to the museum.
The strength of the Exhibition resides at the point 
where science meets science fiction. Every Star Trek
series features men and women who go beyond 
perceived boundaries to find and connect with new 
worlds.

The interactive exhibition is the ultimate experience for 
fans and first-timers, encouraging visitors to step inside 
the Star Trek universe and experience the unmatched 
imagination, vibrant artistry and groundbreaking 
technology that have made Star Trek the most 
enduring science fiction franchise in history. Visitors 
will be immersed in an environment chock full of 
opportunities to learn about topics such as science & 
technology, cultural diversity, philosophy, creativity and 
the arts.



Float above the San Francisco Bay on Eureka, sipping champagne and 
watching the sunset through the Golden Gate. 

And the sights don’t stop when the sun disappears into the sea. Cruising 
home to you’ll witness the spectacular San Francisco skyline come to life 
and the lights of the City by the Bay twinkle below. If you’re lucky, you may 
even catch a bird’s-eye view of the drama as the famous San Francisco fog 
blankets the city for the night. 

Or, if you are an early bird, join us to watch the sunrise on the Bay. A 
favorite of photographers. 

Departures from Moffett Field and Oakland. Reserve your seat to watch the 
golden sun settle over the Golden Gate. For more information, to purchase 
tickets visit: www.airshipventures.com, or call 650-969-8100, x111.

Parsley Sage Rosemary & 
Thyme

Barcelona and Beyond.

PSRT co-founder Debbie Blackwell and her niece Nicole are 
going abroad for some R & D of the finest trends and 
traditions of French and Spanish cuisine. We invite our 
friends and clients to visit the PSRT fan page on 
Facebook.com for frequent status updates. Also, please visit 
our blog at www.psrtpresents.wordpress.com to track our 
travels through recipes, photos and videos, and to find out 
why Barcelona's mixologist Javier de las Muelas has been 
spending years perfecting the ice cube. In France, we will be 
putting Debbie's skills as a Sommelier to good use as she 
finds more perfect wine pairings, and we will be using 
Nicole's skills as an aspiring Francophone to do the ordering:

"Plus du vin, S'il vous plait!"
Contact Us phone: 1.800.798.8388

_______________________________

ONE WEEK ONLY!
October 28 - November 1

San Jose Center for the Performing Arts
255 Almaden Blvd, San Jose, CA

Tickets ($20 - $75) on sale September 24, 2009.
Tickets either online at www.sjtix.com or  (408) 792-4111.
Call (866) 395-2929 or visit www.broadwaysanjose.com.

The Institute of Contemporary Art in San Jose is 
Proud to Present its Signature Annual Fall Art 

Exhibition and Auction

Exhibition: October 2 - 24; Auction: Saturday, 
October 24

Online Auction Gallery Now On View



September 20 — Royal Crown Revue

For complete details visit www.filoli.org or call Filoli Ticket Office(650) 
364-8300, ext. 508 
Mondays - Fridays from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.

____________________________________________

Morrison Planetarium

The Morrison Planetarium is the 
largest all-digital dome in the world with a 75-
foot diameter projection screen tilted at a 30-

degree angle. Thanks to immersive video 
technology, the dome seems to disappear   

when imagery is projected onto it, creating an 
experience more like flying than watching a 

movie.

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
55 Music Concourse Drive
Golden Gate Park
San Francisco, CA 94118

New Villa Chamber Music Series Announced by 
Montalvo Arts Center Montalvo announces today its new Villa 
Chamber Music Series, which begins on Sept. 20, scheduled through 
spring 2010. Tickets go on sale to the public on Sept. 10 through 
Ticketmaster.com and Montalvo’s Box Office, 408.961.5858. Each concert 
is $30; $25 for Montalvo members or $20 if bought as part of a series of 
three or more chamber music concerts (the se4ries can only be purchased 
through the Box Office).

The Villa Chamber Music Series inaugural event is on Sept. 20, with the 
renowned Sonus Quartet conducted by a Montalvo com poser-in-
residence, Geoff “Double G” Gallegos. The quartet will perform two 
works composed by Double G during his residency. Commissioned by 
Montalvo, both pieces were inspired by local treasures: Montalvo’s wooded 
trails, the Santa Cruz Mountains, and Saratoga’s noted Plumed Horse 
restaurant. The series continues with talented local pianists, The Saint 
Michael Trio, on Oct. 4. The Cypress String Quartet returns to Montalvo 
on Nov. 8, with the first of five performances, each delving deep into music 
by Dvorak and Schubert, among others

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
3-5:30pm Mon-Fri

Oysters on the Half Shell 

$1.25, Oyster Shooters 

$1.25, Beer $3.00, 

House Wine $3.50, 

Well Drinks $3.50

Proudly serving the Bay Area’s transportation needs 
for 49 years, Royal Coach Tours, is partnering with 
the March of Dimes and the United Motorcoach 
Association to hold our Miles for Babies promotion 
on September 24th, to help give all babies a healthy 
start. On this day we will donate 10-cents for every 
mile traveled to the March of Dimes! We are very 
excited, and are offering a special Royalty Tour: Miles 
for Babies Walk in San Francisco. Tour includes a 
T-shirt, lunch at the Beach Chalet, a walk across the 
Golden Gate Bridge, and some free time in Sausalito. 
Mark the date: September 24, 2009, cost is $67.00 per 
person, call now to sign up and for further information. 
Get on board! Let’s help all babies be born 
healthy! Contact us at 408-279-4801 or www.royal-
coach.com

Don't miss the boat - we are sailing thru October 3rd 
and have many fun opportunities to sail - Wednesday 

Evenings, Fireworks and Saturday Day Sails.

Savor the sea breezes and the colorful display of sailboats while 
enjoying a delightful selection of fresh, local and organic gourmet 
hors d'oeuvres. Until we get our wine and beer license, it's BYOB, 
so pack along your favorite alcoholic beverages for the ride.
Tickets are $40.00 per person. Reservations are required. The 
Boat departs the Santa Cruz Harbor at 6:30 p.m and returns at 
8:00 p.m.  http://www.zerve.com/SailONeill/



KwickCart is a unique form of transportation for today’s casual lifestyle, combining the 
comfort of a cozy loveseat with the convenience of an eco-friendly bicycle. 

KwickCarts are perfect for: 
• Short-hop transportation 
• Guided tours 
• Weddings and Special events.

More fun than a cab, your guests are entertained by personable 
drivers who are more than willing to share their knowledge of the local
attractions, restaurants and shopping hotspots.

Our drivers are loyal ambassadors of the town and provide personalized service from your 
lobby to nearby local destinations.

Whether your guests are looking for a night on the town or a daytime shopping spree,
think of KwickCart as a unique and entertaining mode of transportation.

See our website www.kwickcart.com
Or contact us direct at (408) 858-CART

Email: info@kwickcart.com

For your Resource Portfolio…under Transportation

Don’t have us in your town yet? Contact us directly or talk to your chamber of commerce
 about having KwickCart service your area. The benefits are endless…..

____________________________
Nothing says “Date Night” like

an evening at

All for a special DISCOUNTED Date 
Night price!

Tickets are based on availability and are located in our 
premium locations.

Two concert tickets in a premium location...
Two three-course dinners on 
the stunning Chateau Deck...

A bottle of Mountain Winery Reserve Wine...
Access to the VIP Vista Point Deck...

Parking Pass & a night to remember...
Call today to book the concert of you 

choice! 408-484-3501
Concerts include: Gipsy Kings, The Doobie Brothers, 

Bonnie Raitt, & The Temptations, John Prine, Wynonna 
and many more!

Our complete Concert Schedule can be found online at 
www.mountainwinery.com

THEATREWORKS PRESENTS 
CHAIM POTOK’S 

CLASSIC TALE OF 
FRIENDSHIP AND FAMILY

“THE CHOSEN”
By Aaron Posner and Chaim Potok
Based on the novel by Chaim Potok

Directed by Aaron Davidman
October 7-November 1, 2009

TheatreWorks, the nationally acclaimed theatre of Silicon Valley, 
continues its 40th anniversary season with Chaim Potok’s uplifting 
tale of fathers and sons, faith and family, THE CHOSEN.   Called 
“spellbinding...pure magic,” by the Chicago Sun-Times, the now-
classic story transcends ideology to reveal the universal 
connections of the human spirit.  Featuring Bay Area theatre 
veteran Corey Fischer, West End favorite Rolf Saxon, up-and-
comer Jonathan Bock, and Thomas Gorrebeeck and Michael 
Navarra in their TheatreWorks debuts, with Traveling Jewish 
Theatre’s Artistic Director Aaron Davidman at the helm, THE 
CHOSEN plays October 7-November 1 (press opening October 
10) at TheatreWorks at the Mountain View Center for 
Performing Arts.  For tickets and information, the public may call 
650-463-1960, or visit www.theatreworks.org.

____________________________________



By: Stephanie Soong, Discover Silicon Valley Magazine

Revelry and Romance at the Northern California 
Renaissance Faire  

Step into the colorful, quixotic world of valiant knights, fair maidens, roguish 
pirates, fun-loving wenches and other vivid characters as the annual 
Northern California Renaissance Faire returns to Hollister’s Casa de Fruta 
every weekend from Sept 12 through Oct 18. Filled to the hilt with faire-
goers dressed in elaborate costumes, impressive live performances, 
delectable food and drink and more, the faire is an exuberant celebration of 
one of the most important cultural eras in European history.

The sights, sounds and smells of the past come alive in Willingtown, a 
quaint recreation of a Renaissance-era shire. Here, guests are invited to 
browse the streets and shop in the marketplace, where master artisans 
show off their works, from beautiful blown glass, armor and chain mail, and 
leatherwork to handmade jewelry, sculpture and weaponry. You can also 
indulge your inner daredevil with such games as axe and knife throwing; 
archery and more. 

While strolling the grounds and taking in all the action, you’ll see a colorful 
cast of villagers wandering about in costume, too, adding to the faire’s lively 
atmosphere. See swashbucklers dueling; coxcomb-clad court jesters 
spreading mischief; town criers delivering the day’s news; or even Queen 
Elizabeth I and her entourage greeting her subjects.

And, of course, there’s the food. Get ye olde grub on with such 
Renaissance fare as whole roasted turkey legs, Scottish meat pies, haggis 
and fish and chips. Mexican, Italian, Greek and sweet dessert options, such 
as cinnamon rolls and gelato, all add to the tempting smorgasbord. 

After chowing down, a host of entertainers stand ready to captivate with 
their talents on several stages throughout Willingtown. Ranging from 
comedy to acrobatics, there’s something for  everyone. Don’t miss such 
great acts as Commedia Volante, a revue of classic improvisational Italian 
comedy; MooNiE the Magnif’Cent, whose fire-torch juggling and tightrope 
walking packs audiences in; and Suspended Reality, a graceful aerial ballet 
performance. New this year is the Celtic Rock series, featuring such acts 
as Culann’s Hounds, a hard-rocking Irish-American roots band; and Avalon 
Rising, a progressive Celtic and medieval rock group. 

Whether it’s your first or fifteenth time at the Faire, add to the fun and dress 
the part. If you’re short on doublets or bodices at home, rent a costume or 
buy your own in Willingtown. From classic Renaissance garb to pirate gear 
and gypsy outfits, you’re sure to find what suits you. Can’t decide which 
sartorial direction to go? Then perhaps the Faire’s theme weekends can 
offer some guidance, such as the Pirate Invasion Weekend (Sept 19-20), 
and the Bacchanal Masquerade (Sept 26-27). 

With all the revelry and entertainment the Renaissance Faire has to offer, 
it’s no surprise why this annual event is a must-see for those who love 
good, olde-fashioned fun.

Where: 
Casa de Fruta
10031 Pacheco Pass Hwy., Hollister

When: 
Sept 12-Oct 18: Weekends only, 10-6

Info/tickets: 
 408/847-FAIRE; www.norcalrenfaire.com

San Jose Mariachi and Mexican Heritage Festival
There are lots of adjectives to describe the annual San Jose 
Mariachi and Mexican Heritage Festival—lively, colorful, 
educational, inspirational—and you can also add “star studded” to 
the list. From Sept 20-27, the best and brightest names in Mexican 
performing arts come together to celebrate a rich cultural heritage 
through music, song, art, dance and film. 
This is the biggest celebration organized by the Mexican Heritage 
Corporation, which is dedicated to the Mexican and multicultural 
performing arts. Under the artistic direction of pop superstar Linda 
Ronstadt, this year’s lineup promises to be just as dazzling—if not 
even more so—than the previous year.  Highlights include a 
screening of the drama “La Mission,” starring Benjamin Bratt (Sept 
21); and mariachi music and ballet folklórico workshops (Sept 24-
25). Also don’t miss a performance by legendary folk singer  Joan 
Baez (Sept 25); and an outdoor celebration featuring  Mexican 
music, dancing, food and more (Sept 27). The festival ends on a 
high note with a special tribute concert to the great civil rights and 
labor leader Cesar Chavez, featuring artists including Los Lobos, 
Little Joe y la Familia and rock legend Carlos Santana. (Sept 27).
Whether you’re a diehard mariachi fan or just curious about 
Mexican-American culture, the San Jose Mariachi and Mexican 
Heritage Festival is the place to be this September.

When:  September 20-27
More Info: 408/928-5564 www.sanjosemariachifestival.com

Cascal Restaurant: Flavor with Flair
Small plates may dominate the menu at Cascal, but this downtown 
Mountain View tapas hotspot packs big flavor in each and every 
one. Drawing inspiration from the exotic culinary traditions of Spain 
and Latin America, Cascal serves up delectable delights in a 
vibrant atmosphere. 
Seasoned restaurateur Don Durante, who wanted to create an 
eatery where he and his friends could linger and relax while 
sampling boldly flavored cuisine and cocktails, conceived Cascal. 
Thanks to the culinary magic of executive chef Antonio Flores 
Lopez and chef consultant Dave Page, Cascal’s menu has evolved 
into a colorful array of more than 25 small-plate items, as well as 
regional dishes, paellas and ceviches that keep patrons coming 
back for more.
On any given day, Cascal bustles with diners, from romantic 
couples to large parties, and it is easy to see why: With its chic 
décor, Cascal could pass for a breezy Barcelona bistro. Saffron-
and paprika-hued walls, saltillo-tile floors, dramatic pillars and 
arches and floor-to-ceiling windows add to the sophisticated 
atmosphere. On Friday and Saturday evenings, live Latin music 
performances spice things up even more.
While it may be hard to resist ordering one of everything, a good 
place to start would be the Spanish Tapa Sampler. From paper-
thin slices of Serrano ham with Manchego cheese and quince to 
smoky eggplant tapenade with zingy piquillo chile, the sampler is 
great for first-time tapas diners. 
The good food is accompanied by Cascal’s inspired cocktail list, 
which includes Cuban mojitos and a range of Brazilian caipirinhas, 
as well as a selection of fine wines. Of course, no tapas meal 
would be complete without sangria—choose from red, white or 
sparkling. . 
The savory tapas, enticing cocktails, ambrosial desserts and 
energetic atmosphere are plenty of good reasons to while away an 
evening with friends in true Spanish style.

Open: Daily, from 11:30am for lunch and dinner

Location/Info: 
400 Castro St., Mountain View
650/940-9500

www.cascalrestaurant.com
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