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My Temporary Puppy….
Welcome to our Newest
SVCA Member – WISE!!
By Lani Sutherland

Canine Companions
Pilot Program with the
Veteran’s Association
(Post-Traumatic Stress)
“There is no way you are going to
give that puppy back,” said my
husband of nearly 29 years when
I first brought home a tiny, 8-week
only yellow Labrador/Retriever
cross named Wise from Canine
Companions for Independence.
We had recently lost our two aged
dogs to natural causes and the
emptiness left was great. But we
felt our constant travel would be
unfair to any new dog. Volunteer
puppy raising future assistance
dogs proved the perfect solution, (WISE-Canine Companion)
albeit a painful one at turn-in time.
Adorned in her little yellow vest, baby Wise and I walked the streets
of Los Gatos, welcomed in shops like Bella Rosa and Time Out
where we’d practice “down/stays” while I shopped. There are so
many training opportunities in Los Gatos, from the annual holiday
parade in which our CCI chapter participates, to the Sunday
farmer’s market and Los Gatos High sporting events. Beyond Los
Gatos, Wise accompanied me on 6 flights to the East Coast, sitting
quietly at my feet in the cabin, unfazed by airport security, taxi cabs,
subways, trains, buses, museums, restaurants and Central Park.
But raising Wise was not always easy. She shed her hair like I’ve
never seen. Using the shop-vat helped but we basically got used to
hair on our floors, lots of hair. Let’s face it, dogs, especially puppies,
are messy no matter how much training you provide. Wise didn’t
drool but she did find and enjoy our broken sprinklers.
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Subsequent puppies have relished bringing sticks and other yard debris
into my living room. And then there’s the snoring, which forces me to
consider which movie I can bring them to. But here’s the thing, I actually
like working through any kind of
annoying trait because, well, I just
love these dogs and seeing the
change they make in the
lives of people with disabilities.
Wise grew up to be a confident,
attentive dog and yes, giving her
back was heart breaking. After her
stint in advanced training, I got
word of her selection into a pilot
program with the Veteran’s
Association for former service
men and women suffering from
severe Post Traumatic Stress.
She mastered commands such
as “search” where Wise would
run through a house, looking under
beds and in closets and bark if someone were present. This provides
extra security and comfort. She is now happily with her veteran and I
could not be more proud.
UPDATE ON WISE AND HER SPECIAL VETERAN…..CONGRATS!
Wise was trained and placed as a service dog for a Veteran with severe
PTSD residing in Portland. Her Veteran reached out to me not long ago
and told me about the significance Wise was playing in her life. Besides
not ever wanting to leave her house, she was having 8-10 nightmares a
night. But Wise continued to wake her up and she began to notice a
drastic reduction in the length and frequency of the nightmares. After just
3 months with Wise, she was having only a few.
Wise was reprogramming her brain chemistry. She also reported being
awoken by Wise while having a stroke and was able to get medical help
quickly as a result. Needless to say, she now ventures out in the world
with Wise by her side at all times. This past Thanksgiving holiday, Wise
and her Veteran attempted Black Friday shopping, something she has
been unable and unwilling to do for the past 30 years.
Lani Sutherland is a 30+ year resident of Los Gatos. Canine
Companions has been providing service dogs free of charge to
people with disabilities for over 40 years. More information about
CCI can be found at www.cci.org. ( lanisutherland@yahoo.com)

Dining with Bella!
A Trip to Kyoto Palace
I recently had the opportunity to attend a private party at
Kyoto Palace Japanese Steakhouse.
Located in the Pruneyard shopping center, Kyoto Palace
has been in business for 41 years. It is loud, raucous, and a
ton of fun. As you sit around a six-foot grill, watching their
teppan chefs “chop, dice, and toss” food before your eyes.
You will need to practice catching flying food in your
mouth if you want to make the best impression on your
companions.
In our case, we started out with some California Roles and
some Gyoza while we waited for our chef to arrive. The
wait staff was very attentive to our needs while we all
arrived and got seated.
We first started with a very tasty soup and salad while we
made our dinner choices.

Breakfast
With Santa

We still have a few tickets left for our annual fundraiser,
Breakfast with Santa. Come spend a special morning at
the Fairmont in downtown San Jose on December 9th.
Enjoy a delicious buffet breakfast, craft projects for the
children, entertainment, free passes to the Downtown
Ice, and tickets to the Winter Wonderland carnival rides.
In addition, each child ticket purchased comes with a
Build-A-Bear teddy bear. And the best part is that Santa
will go to every table and visit with each child one-onone. Come make holiday memories.

Santa Run Silicon
Valleysantarunsv.com
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Follow Us!

Www.facebook.com/siliconvalleyconciergeassociation

I had the Shrimp and Chicken and our table decided on the
Fried Rice. My shrimp was delicious and they provided a
nice dipping sauce that complimented it very well. The
person sitting next to me had the same and took some
home for the next day. They make sure you get enough to
eat at Kyoto Palace.
My neighbor on the other side, enjoyed the Steak and
Chicken and said the steak was great.
I don’t think I would bring my introverted friends to this
restaurant simply for the fact that they won’t get near as
much fun as my extroverted friends do. I mentioned
earlier that it’s loud and I’m not kidding. You will need to
speak up to be heard, and you’ll have a ball doing it.
For dessert you were allowed to choose between several
ice cream flavors. I chose the Orange Sherbet and it took
me right back to my youth. I really enjoyed it.
Be prepared for a little smoke in the air, you can’t have a
ton of six foot grills all working at the same time and avoid
it, it’s not overwhelming, but it is present.
All in all, I would say you should book an event at Kyoto
Palace and enjoy the dinner AND the show of it being
cooked at the same time!

CIAO BELLA!
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THINGS TO DO

bayarea.com

If you’re wondering
where to cut down a
Christmas tree in the
Bay Area, get thee to
one of these Christmas
tree farms today!

In the South Bay
All throughout the area where Skyline
Boulevard, Gist, and Black Roads intertwine is
a hotbed of little family-run tree farms. To
verify stock or a specific tree variety’s
availability, call before visiting.

(pixabay-lloydthevoid)

Nothing says Christmas like the smell of a freshcut tree in the house. For the freshest, longestlasting tree possible, the best option is to chop
your own at one of the South Bay’s u-cut
Christmas tree farms.
I know: it’s not the most environmentally friendly
way to celebrate the holidays. But thankfully, most
tree farms these days are run sustainably,
planting more than enough seedlings to replace
cut trees, so you can enjoy that pine-fresh scent
guilt-free.
Before heading out, make sure to dress warmly,
bring a tarp or blanket for the roof of the car and
gloves to protect against sappy trees, and maybe
even pack a thermos of hot coffee to keep you
warm. Most farms will provide saws for cutting,
and twine for tying down trees. Several of these
farms are cash only, so plan on hitting up the ATM
before venturing out.

Black Road Christmas
Tree Farms
Los Gatos
This place actually comprises three farms.
Three types of fir are available, plus Scotch
Pine and Sierra Redwood. They also sell
wreaths and mistletoe, and if you come early
in the season, you may be able to snag some
of their free firewood.

Norquist Tree Farm
Los Gatos
Norquist grows Douglas, Grand, and White Fir
trees. Pricing varies by variety.
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Rancho Siempre Verde
Christmas Tree Farm
Pescadero
Not too far from Santa’s Tree Farm is the
Rancho Siempre Christmas Tree Farm in
Pescadero. They carry some harder-to-find
varieties like Arizona Cypress, Swift Silver Fir,
Incense Cedar, and Sequoia.

(wikimdcommons-tedder)

Patchen California
Tree Farms
Los Gatos
Patchen grows Douglas Fir, Sierra Redwood,
Cedar, Cypress, and Monterey Pine. Stop by on
Friday afternoons for wine tasting, or any
afternoon for the 4 p.m. bonfire. Leashed dogs
are welcome, plus they have free hot cider, and
candy canes.

McKenzie Ranch Tree Farm
Los Gatos
McKenzie Ranch sells Douglas, Grand, and
White Fir trees. All trees are grown without
pesticides. The ranch is leashed-dog-friendly
and has a duck pond, bonfires, and picnic
benches.

Stay a while to visit the wreath-making table,
where they provide the supplies, and you
provide the ingenuity and manpower, and also
for the complimentary marshmallows for
toasting over an open fire. Dogs are welcome
here too, and feel free to bring a picnic lunch to
eat at one of the farm’s tables.

Four C’s Christmas
Tree Farm
Half Moon Bay
This is the place my family would always go to
when we were little and is the tree farm you’ve
probably seen from the road when driving up
280 right before crossing over 92. It can be a
little hard to find, but is located on San Mateo
Road right next to La Nebbia Winery. Most of
the trees are Douglas Fir. Saws are provided,
and staff is even willing to help with difficult
chopping jobs by whipping out their electric saw.

Frosty’s Tree Farm
Los Gatos
All trees are pesticide-free. Frosty’s grows
Douglas and Noble Fir, as well as Monterey,
Scotch, and Sierra Pine. Come on the
weekends for free candy canes and hot
chocolate.

Mountain Charlie Ranch
Los Gatos
All trees are $50.81, plus they have a printable
coupon on their website for $5 off any tree
purchase. Mountain Charlie Ranch also sells
mistletoe and fresh wreaths.
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Santa Clara Hosting Spectacular
Holiday Events
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts
Ticket Office: 650-903-6000 | mvcpa.com
January 2018 EVENTS
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley
Our Great Tchaikovsky

The city of Santa Clara is host to many of the Bay Area’s premier
holiday events this year, including WinterFest at California’s Great
America theme park. Open November 24 – December 30, 2017, the
Park transforms into a winter wonderland featuring spectacular
holiday lights and decor, world-class live entertainment, luscious
treats and fanciful experiences.

Written and Performed by Hershey Felder
Directed by Trevor Hay
January 10, 11 & 12 previews at 8 pm
January 13 - February 11
Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
Thursdays & Fridays at 8 pm
Saturdays at 2 & 8 pm
Sundays at 2 & 7 pm
Brilliant composer, Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, springs to life through the hands and
insight of piano virtuoso Hershey Felder, whose time-bending tale of culture and
repression explores the mystery surrounding some of the greatest music ever written.
From the unforgettable ballets Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, and The Nutcracker, to
the outrageous 1812 Overture and other brilliant symphonic works, this powerful
musical tribute travels to Czarist times to ponder the inevitable enigma of genius. From
the creator and performer of Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin and Hershey Felder,
Beethoven.

Peninsula Youth Theatre
Stories on Stage: The Ugly Duckling
Friday, January 19 at 9:30 am, 11 am, and 12:30 pm
Saturday, January 20 at 11:30 am and 1:30 pm
The timeless Hans Christian Anderson take about finding your place in the world has
been given a humorous update in this world premiere adaptation by K. Gardiner.

Santa Clara’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting event is at the city’s
Central Park (12/1). Also at Central Park is Santa Clara on Ice open
November 20, 2017 - January 15, 2018. Santa Clara’s annual
Historic Home Tour displays vintage homes decorated for the
holidays (12/1 & 12/2); and Caltrain’s Holiday Train featuring
60,000 lights and decorations makes its annual stop in Santa Clara
(12/2).
Santa Clara University Concert Choir and Chamber Singers perform
at the 18th Annual Festival of Lights in beautiful Mission Santa
Clara (12/1 & 12/2) and visitors to Rivermark Village can enjoy a
horse drawn carriage, an elf hunt, and live entertainment (12/3).

Peninsula Youth Theatre
Stories on Stage: The Ugly Duckling – An Autism/Sensory Friendly
Performance
Saturday, January 20 at 5 pm
This sensory-friendly performance offers guests and families living with autism or other
special needs an opportunity to enjoy "Stories on Stage" in a safe and accepting
environment. An inclusive space is created with special considerations such as scaleddown production elements (lights, sound, etc.), extra wheelchair accommodations, and
a quiet zone outside the performance space. The timeless Hans Christian Anderson
take about finding your place in the world has been given a humorous update in this
world premiere adaptation by K. Gardiner.
______________________________
Susannah Greenwood
Marketing Outreach Coordinator
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts
650-903-6558
Susannah@MVCPA.com
Partner with MVCPA!
Follow us on Facebook
_______________________________________

Bethlehem is a live outdoor drama at Santa Clara First Baptist
Church (12/7 -12/11); “The Nutcracker Ballet” makes its annual
appearance at the Santa Clara Convention Center (12/9-10); and
Santa Clara Chorale Presents Vivaldi’s beloved Gloria along with
traditional carols at Mission Santa Clara de Asis (12/8 & 12/10).
For detailed information on these and other events, visit the
Santa Clara Convention & Visitors Bureau’s Calendar of Events
at www.santaclara.org.
David Andre
V.P. Marketing & Communications
Visit Santa Clara
1850 Warburton Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050
Direct: 408.380.1235 | Office: 408.244.9660
david.andre@santaclara.org | www.santaclara.org
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THE BIG FAT YEAR END
KISS OFF COMEDY SHOW XXV

Who: The Tabard Theatre Company presents
What: 25th edition of “The Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy Show.”
When: Sunday, Dec 31, 2017 for two shows only 6 &9 p.m.
Where: Theatre on San Pedro Square, 29 N. San Pedro Street, San
Jose, CA 95110 (Parking is validated for most performances at the San
Pedro Garage directly across the street)
Why: Once again, Will Durst and his merry band of pranksters bring
their end-of-the-year comedy extravaganza to Theatre on San Pedro
Square, to salve the soul of our intrepid crooks and nannies via a
hilarious New Year’s celebration where humor and parking abound

The Twelve Days of ARTS returns to
downtown San Jose, December 1 – 12

When: December 1st - 12th, at various times each day
Where: In and around downtown San Jose
Why: It’s a scavenger hunt of ARTS prizes and other goodies open to
all participants. Totally free, and social media driven. 120 chances to
win, PLUS two Grand Prizes!
Where to Go: Follow the hashtag #12DaysOfArts and your favorite San
Jose arts organizations social media sites. Watch for the #12DaysofArts
clue. It could come at any time during the day.
How Does this Work?
Each morning a clue will be posted on San Jose Downtown
Association’s social media and shared on numerous arts and related
downtown social media sites. The clue will be in the form of a photo and
possibly a written hint. To play the game, you must figure out the
“secret” location of the art organization…a theater, a gallery, museum,
events venue, etc. and be one of the first 10 people to arrive at that
location after the clue is posted and win a prize package.

Symphony Silicon Valley presents THE
NUTCRACKER

Who: Symphony Silicon Valley presents
What: "The Nutcracker" with the Ballet Stars of Moscow
When: Dec 15 through Dec 24, 2017
Where: San Jose Center for the Performing Arts
Why: The tradition of professional ballet in San Jose continues with a
full company of Russian dancers direct from Russia, and Pyotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s magnificent music performed LIVE by Symphony Silicon
Valley conducted by Maestro George Daugherty. Sponsored by Diane
& Lee Brandenburg
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Landing of the Seals
An annual pinniped extravaganza
at Año Nuevo State Park

BY KAREN GRAFE

The females show up shortly thereafter, first
to give birth to the pups conceived during their
last trip. Wasting no time, the new mating
cycle begins almost immediately thereafter.
And the adults aren’t the only ones in a hurry
either—newborn seals grow from 75 to 350
pounds in less than a month!

The adult seals remain ashore until March,
when they return to the ocean and migrate far
to the north, where they spend most of their
year feeding off the coasts of Washington and
British Columbia. The pups venture into the
water for the first time in late April, and then
head north to join the feast.

Halfway between Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay lies
Año Nuevo State Park, the world’s largest on-shore
elephant seal rookery where thousands of northern
elephant seals come ashore each winter to colonize the
sand dunes and carry out their annual breeding cycle.
While not the only pinnipeds who come here to rest and
breed—California sea lions and sea otters are among
the other marine mammals that land here—the
northern elephant seal is certainly the most unusual of
them all, characterized by the large proboscis of the
massive male and the loud roaring sounds it emits.

Beginning in December, the males are the first to arrive
on shore where they begin fighting aggressively to
determine the social hierarchy that will govern their
breeding activities. (The biggest, toughest bulls will be
rewarded with their pick of the most alluring females for
their harems.)

During the breeding season, naturalists lead
three-mile guided walks into the preserve,
taking visitors remarkably close to the
mammals. It’s a unique opportunity to witness
the compelling cycle of life of these
fascinating creatures—from the bulls seals’
Herculean struggles for dominance to the
gentler aspect of the females giving birth and
nursing their young.
THE DETAILS:
Reservations are required; spaces are often
full so it is recommended that you book far
ahead of time. At other times of the year
(except December 1–14 when the park is
closed), visitors can obtain permits to wander
on their own and enjoy the beautiful white
sand of Cove Beach. For more info call
650/879-0227; for reservations call 800/4444445.
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19th Annual Fantasy of Lights –
Mark Your Calendar!
Winterfest brings holiday festivities
to California’s Great America

Tuesday, December 5 - Saturday, December
30, 2017 - 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
(Closed December 25)
ADMISSION WITH PRE-PAID
TICKETS ONLY!
Processing fees additional
During WinterFest, Great America will be magically transformed into a
winter wonderland where guests can experience unique new features,
as well as fan favorites such as skating in front of the iconic Carousel
Columbia, admiring magnificent displays of lights and décor, viewing
spectacular live holiday shows, experiencing 25 rides and attractions,
seeing Santa’s workshop and Mrs. Claus’ kitchen, and enjoying
scrumptious holiday fare at numerous dining locations.
The event will feature more than 7 million LED lights, creating such a
vibrant experience that it will be visible from the International Space
Station, more than 270 miles away. The winter scene will be dominated
by one of the Bay Area’s tallest Christmas trees adorned with
thousands of twinkling lights accompanied by giant toy soldiers greeting
guests.
New for 2017 will be an enlarged crafters area where more than 20 Bay
Area artisans will showcase their talents; an expansion of Candy Cane
Lane, one of the most photographed scenes in 2016; and a fire pit
setting to keep guests warm near the Patriot roller coaster. Also in
2017, every Planet Snoopy ride, including GR8 SK8, PEANUTS 500,
Woodstock Express, Sally’s Love Buggies and more, will be open and
providing fun for kids and parents alike.
Runs Nov 24–Dec 30:
Fri-Sun, 5-10pm (closed Dec 24)
Nov 26 & Dec 17: 6:30-10:30pm
LOCATION/INFO
4701 Great America Pkwy., Santa Clara
408-988-1776
cagreatamerica.com

RITA VANDERAA
Discover Silicon Valley -Explore
Rita@explorepublishing.com

$20 - PER VEHICLE (up to 12 people)
$50 - oversize vehicles (capacity 13+)
Choose a date and time for YOUR convenience.
For more information and to register go here:
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/fol/Pages/AnnualF
oL.aspx
All volunteers will receive a complimentary pass to
the event to be used Sunday-Thursday.
Vasona Lake County Park
333 Blossom Hill Rd., Los Gatos, California 95032 •
(408) 355-2201
Fantasy of Lights is a spectacular 1.5 mile drivethrough extravaganza of Holiday
Lights and Displays for the entire family.
Enjoy a magical evening in the warmth of your
vehicle as you drive through large animated displays
while listening to Holiday music on your car radio.
See the sights and sounds of an erupting volcano in
the dangerously fun Dinosaur Den, cheer on Santa
shooting hoops, wave at a pen of playful penguins,
watch blazing Pirate Cannons and sail through
tunnels of moving lights. Over 50 themed displays
and a 90-foot twinkling tree will have you “oohing and
aahing” throughout your adventure.
First presented in 1998, Fantasy of Lights is now in
its 19th year and has become a cherished Holiday
tradition. It is bigger, better and brighter than ever
before thanks to the transition to environmentally
friendly LED lighting.
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OUR DIAMOND SPONSORS

OUR PLATINUM SPONSORS

KYOTO PAL ACE
JAP ANESE
STEAKHO USE

Bayarea.com

OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS

Pruneyard Plaza
PY Kitchen

DRY
CREEK
GRILL

tacolicious
TOLL
HOUSE

SUPPORT OUR PARTICIPATING SVCA SPONSORS
(If your logo does not appear please send to: svconcierger@mindspring.com)

Alameda Family Funeral &Cremations
AreaOwl Inc.
Balloonatics
Bayarea.com
Boudin Bakery
Buca di Beppo
Business Women of Silicon Valley with/Maggianno's
Cal Coast Kettle Corn
Campbell Chamber of Commerce
Canine Companions
Cannella Spirits
Catered Too!
cb photo design studio
Celestial Face & Body Painting
Christmas in the Park
Cinnabar Hills Golf Club
Citti's Florist
ComedySportz Inc.
Cooper-Garrod Estate Vineyards
Corinthian Transportation
Curry Roots
Dali17 Museum
Discover Silicon Valley
DJMB Entertainment
DoubleTree By Hilton Campbell- Pruneyard Plaza & PY
Kitchen
Dry Creek Grill
Eastridge Center
Equinox Winery
everyCircle
Fairfield Enterprise
Fairmont Hotel San Jose
Fitz Place
Fogo De Chao
Fortino Winery
Garden Court Hotel
Gilroy Welcome Center
Graphic All Ways
Guglielmo Winery
Hammer Theater
Handheld Catering
Happy Hollow Zoo
Hermitage Brewery
Hermitage Brewing Company
Holiday Inn San Jose Silicon Valley
Homewood Suites by Hilton San Jose North
Hornblower Cruises & Events
Hotel De Anza & La Pastaia Restaurant
House Family Vineyards
Il Fornaio San Jose
J Lohr Winery
Kemper Sports
Last Call Band
LB Steak
Left Bank
LvL44

Magnolia Jazz Band
Maple Tree Inn
Marriott Hotel – San Jose
Mineta San Jose International Airport
Mission College
Monopoly in the Park
Mosaic Global Transportation
Moving Green Today
Olla Cocina
Pier 39
Plaza Suites
Prime 109 Steaks
Residence Inn & SpringHill Suites SJC
Residence Inn/ Marriott San Jose Cupertino
Rexford Winery
Ritas of Campbell
Roaring Camp Railways
Roudon Smith Winery
Sal’s Airport & Limousine Service
San Jose AV Rentals
San Jose Downtown Association & Foundation
San Jose Marriott Hotel & Arcadia Restaurant
San Jose Museum of Art
SVO
San Jose Theaters
Santa Clara Convention & Visitors Bureau
Santa Clara Convention Center
Santa Clara Valley Brewing
Santa Cruz Mountain Wine Growers Association
Sedona Pies
See's Candies
Silicon Valley Business Journal
Silicon Valley Capital Club
Starbright Theater
Strike Brewery
Sushi Confidential
tacolicious
TapSnap1050
Team San Jose
Testarossa Winery
The Cocoa Exchange
The Mountain Winery
The Tech Museum of Innovation
The Ultimate Benefit
Tico Coffee Roasters
Toll House Hotel
Tony’s Caterers
Uproar Brewery
Visit San Jose (Team San Jose)
Visit Santa Cruz
Walt Disney Museum
What Up! Silicon Valley
Winchester Mystery House
Women's Networking Alliance
Wright Station Vineyard & Winery
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Film and Photography
The organizers may film and photograph the event.
These materials will be used online and offline to
promote Silicon Valley Concierge Association and to
advertise future events.
By attending the event you agree to appear in such
films and photographs.

SVCA Membership
SVCA Student
$25.00
SVCA Member
$50.00
Business Sponsorship
$150.00
Platinum
$500.00
Diamond
$1,000.00
Info & Membership:
SVCA - Membership
P.O. Box 2545
Saratoga, CA 95070-0545
Michael Mulhern
(membership@siliconvall
eyconcierge.com)
Membership includes
One complementary
beverage and raffle
coupon for each member
and one guest upon
check-in at applicable
events.

PAY PAL NOW AVAILABLE for
SVCA
MEMBERSHIP

www.siliconvalleyconcierge.com

